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TO THE KING. 



Sire, 

I Most respectfully, and dutifully, 
lay at the feet of my Sovereign the Memoirs 
of a Life which has derived its happiest, as 
well as proudest passages, from His Royal 
condescension and patronage. 

Your Majesty rules over millions of 
affectionate Subjects, all bound to bless your 
illustrious name for benefits, either conferred 
or secured; but, out of that multitude, not 
one heart can beat with a more fervent sense 
of obligation, than that of the very humble 
Individual who has been graciously permitted, 
thus publicly to subscribe himself. 

Your Majesty's 

Ever grateful, and dutiful 
Subject and Servant, 

MICHAEL KELLY. 
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REMINISCENCES 



OF 



MICHAEL KELLY. 



Fhe following Memoirs of ata active life have 
been thrown together, somewhat in the manner of 
a journal ; incidents' are recorded as they occurred, 
*— scenes are retraced which have long since 
passed, — and characters recalled to literary life, 
which have long quitted this sublunary stage. I aim 
at nothing but setting down facts as I remember 
them; and thus deprecating the severity of 
criticism by a candid avowal of my object, pro- 
ceed, without further preface or apology, to my 
narrative. 

I was bom in Dublin. — My father, Thomas 
Kelly, at the period of my birth, was Master of 
the Ceremonies at the Castle, and a wine 

VOL. I. B 
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merchant of considerable reputation in Mary 
Street. He was known for his elegant and graceful 
deportment, and no kdy would be presented at 
the Irish Court, who had not previously had the 
advantage of his tuition. My mother's name was 
M*Cabe ; she was of a very respectable family in 
the county of Westmeath. At a very early age, 
she was placed for eduction in a Roman Catholic 
convent on Arran Quay. My father (who was 
of the same religious persuasion,) having a young 
relation placed also at this convent ; when visiting 
her^ had many opportunities of seeing Miss 
M'Cabe, and the results of those meetings were, 
— a mutual attachment, an elopement, and a 
marriage. Her father, who was extravagantly 
fond of her, soon pardoned the runaways, and, f^ 
kB, proof of the sincerity of his forgiveness, added 
to it £.5,000, which was considered no mean 
forttme in thoise days ! 

My. father and mother were both excessively 
fond of music, and considered to sing with 
taste: all their children (fourteen in number) 
evinced musical capabilities, and I, the eldest 
of the family, was, at three years old, duly 
placed with the wine on the table, to howl 
Hawthorn's song in Love in a Village, " There 
was a Jolly Miller," for the entertainment of 
my father's company; for company, unfortq- 
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Tiately for his family^ he^ had every day ; and no 
man in the city, so justly renowned for hospi- 
taKty,- gave better dinners or better wine. 

At the age of seven I began to learn music. 
My first master's name was Morland; — ^he was 
the very prototype of his namesake the painter ; 
a wonderful genius. But dissipation was his 
.idol, and he who might have selected the very 
best society, preferred that of the lowest orders. 
He was continually in a state of whiskey-punch 
intoxication. — He would sleep all day in a cellar, 
and I have often heard him say, somewhat 
nationally^ that his morning began at eleven 
o'clock at night! 

His first visit was generally to our house, for 
he was partial to my father, or rather to his 
currant whiskey, and so anxious was my father 
that I should receive instruction from him, that 
I have been kept up till^ one o'clock in the 
morning on the mere chance of getting a 
tesson. My improvement under him was rapid, 
and before I had attained my ninth year, I could 
execute with precision and neatness Schobert's 
<Sonatas, which were then all the fashion. I also 
possessed a soprano voice, on which my father 
was determined to bestow every possible culti- 
vation. My first singing masters were Signor 
Passerini, a native of Bologna, and Signor Peretti, 
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who was a vera musico. He was the original 
Artaxerxe^ when the opera of that name was first 
performed at Covent Garden ; he taught me thie 
beautifiil air, " In infancy our hopes and fears," 
which was composed for him, and it made an 
impression on my mind never to be forgotten. — He 
had a fine contre altro voice, and possessed the true 
portamento so little known in the present day. 
He also taught me the song of Arbaces, ^' Amid a 
thousand racking woes," which I executed with 
the greatest facility : but the songs which delighted 
me most were, " Oh too lovely, too unkind," and 
** Oh, why is death for ever late ?" I never sang 
those without tears. Another great favourite of 
flaine was that in Lionel and Clarissa, composed by 
Galupi. — ^By the way, all the Lionels of the present 
day think proper to omit that fine song ; perhaps 
they are right, and for the reason once given to 
me by an Irish post-boy, whom I was scolding 
^for not driving faster; he turned round, and ex- 
claimed, " By Jasus, master, it is not an easy thing 
•to work hard." 

I was sent, with my brother Patrick, to the 
"best academy in Dublin, kept by Doctor Burke, 
a clergyman of the Church of England. He was 
$, worthy man, and considered an excellent scholar. 
His daughter was one of the first piano-forte 
jdayers of the day. The late Mr. Francis Goold, 
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and Mr. Thomas Goold his brother, the Irish 
barrister, were on the same form with me. At. 
a beautiM villa, which their accomplished father 
had near Dublin, I frequently spent the vacations 
with them. Mr. Goold was an excellent judge of 
music, of which he was very fond, and all the 
men of genius then in Ireland, used to meet 
at his house on Sundays. Kane O'Hara, the^ 
ingenious author of Midas, had a puppet-show for 
the amusement of his friends ; it was worked by 
a young man of the name of Nick Marsh, who 
sang for Midas and Pan. He was a fellow of 
infinite humour ; his parody on " Shepherds, I 
have lost my love," was equal to any thing 
written by the well-known Captain Morris; and 
with r many others of equal merit, wfll be long 
remembered for the rich vein of humour which 
characterises it. The love of company, joined to 
a weak constitution, condemned tins truly original 
genius to an early grave, r^etted by all who 
knew him. In the performance of this fantoccini 
I sang the part of Daphne, and was instructed 
by the author himself ; the others were by other 
amateurs. It was quite the rage with all the 
people of fashion, who crowded nightly to see the 
gratuitous performance. 

About this time I changed my singing-master, 
and was placed under Signor St. . Giorgio, who 
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waa engaged at the Rotunda ; his voice was Hot 
powerful^ bat he possessed exquisite taste. He 
was an honest man, and married a widow with 
large property^ previously to which, he, Signor 
Camivalli, Signor Michelli, and Signor Sensi, got a 
£.30,000 prize in the lottery, a piece of good 
fortune of which he was very deserving, and I 
believe is still living to enjoy. 

Trifling occurrences during childhood often 
influence our future lives. I recollect once, when 
returning from a visit to a relation of my mother's^ 
I saw Signor St. Giorgio enter a fruit-shop ; he pro- 
ceeded to eat peaches and nectarines, and at last 
took a pine apple, and deliberately sliced and ate that, 
This completed my longing, and while my mouth 
watered, I asked myself why, if I assiduously 
studied music, I should not be able to earn mcmey 
enough to lounge about in fruit-shops, and e&t 
peaches and pine apjdes, as well as Signor St. 
Gi(^gio^ I answered myself by promising that I 
would study hard; and I really did so;*— and, trifling 
as this little anecdote may appear, I firmly believe 
it was the chief cause of my serious resolutiort 
to follow up music as a profession ; for my father 
had other views for me. His intention wks to 
place me under Surgeon Neale, one of his oldest 
and most intimate friends, who, independently of 
hfis precession, ranked as one of the first violin 
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jdayers of his time ; he had a most fowerful hand, 
and his tone, expression, and taste, nothing could 
surpass. 

His celebiitj for playing C<»relli's and Gemi* 
niani's music was so great that, singular to say^ 
in the year 1787 he was commanded by King 
Geoige III. to go to London, where he had 
the honour of performing before His litajesty 
sereral times, and His Majesty expressed the 
greatest approbation of his extraordinary powers^ 
He was a constant Tisitor at our liouse, and took 
great pains with me, particularly in the song of 
^^ Pradenti mi chiede," in Metastasio's opera of II 
Demofoonte, which was composed by Vento, and 
sung by the famous Mansoli, at the Ktng*s Theatre 
many yeans before ^. 

DnbUn, in those days, had to boast of much 
VHisical excdlence. The greatest performers ia 



* When I was first at Florencet I had the gratification of 
hearing that great and celebrated performer sing it, which he 
did at the particular request of SigncMr Veroli and mysdf. I 
ailao sang it to him with the English words, ** Oh, talk not to 
me <^ the wealth she possesses/' and he seemed much pleased. 
Having returned to Italy with a princely fortune, Mansoli 
purchased an estate within a few miles of Florence, where I 
dined with him: he spoke of England with admiration^ and 
expressed great gratitude for the attention and applause he 
received at the Opera House, and in concerts* 
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Europe, who came to London^ were engaged there 
in the summer Reason bj the governors of the 
principal charities, who were also managers of the 
Rotunda Concerts. I can remember at different 
times that Mr. and Mrs. Barth^mon, (Barthele* 
mon was a fine performer of the old school, on 
the violin,) Le Vacher, Pepe, La Motte, Cramer, 
Salomon, Pinto, and all the most celeln*ated 
violinists of the day ; not forgetting two Irish^ 
men, honest Sam Lee (father to Mr. Lee, who 
now keeps a muac shop in Dublin), and Mr. 
Mountain, who also kept a music shop, and was 
an excellent violin player, and a very worthy 
man*. 

They also brought Ritter, the finest bassoon 
player I ever heard ; Crosdil, . on the violoncello^ 
who was unrivalled on that instrument, and is 
still alive and merry; and though last, not least. 



♦ Mr, Mountain, who formerly led the Covent Garden Baid, 
and at present leads that of the English Opera with so muck 
abitity, is a son of this gentleman. His wife, Mrs. Mountain^ 
was for many years a principal silver at Covent Garden and 
Drury Lane, where she was deservedly a great ^vourite* 
Mrs. Billington was an ardent admirer of hers, and spoke of 
her talents with unfeigned praise. She has retired from the 
stage, I sincerely hope with competence and happiness. A son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Moimtain is in the service of Government, 
in the Admiralty. 
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Fischer, the great oboe player, whose minuet was 
then all the rage; he was a man of singular disposi* 
tion,and great {nrofessional pride. Being very much 
pressed by a nobleman to sup with iiim after the 
op^ra, he declined the invitation, saying, that he 
was usually very much fatigued, and made it a 
rule never to go out after the evening's performance. 
The noble lord would, however, take no denial, 
and assured Fischer that he did not ask him pro- 
fessionally, but merely for the gratification of his 
society and conversation. Thus urged and encou- 
raged, he went ; he had not, however, been many 
minutes in the house of the consistent nobleman^ 
before his lordship approached him, and said, ^' I 
hope, Mr. Fischer, you have brought your oboe in 
your pocket.'* — " No, my Lord," said Fischer, ** my 
oboe never sups." He turned on his heel, and 
in^;antly left .the house, and no persuasion could 
ever induce him to return to it. 

The singers, or, as thiey are now called, vocalists, 
at these concerts were numerous ; among them 
were a Miss Jameson, a pupil of Efoctor Ame, who 
sung " The Soldier tired" vdth much applause ; 
and Mrs. Cramer, (first wife of the celebrated leader, 
and mother of John Cramer and F. Cramer, 
the esteemed successor of his father, celebrated 
for his performance on the piano-fcnrte, and com-* 
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positions for that instmrnent ;) a beautiful woman, 
a charming singer, and a distmguished professional 
&TOurite of Tenducd, Leoni, and RauzzinL 

Speaking of Signor Rauzzini, whose name is 
&miliar to all who have lived in the musical 
world, it may not perhaps be consida^d irrdevant 
to say a few words of his early career. He was a 
native of Rome, and made his first a[^)earance on 
the stage there, at the Teatro del La Valle. He 
was a great musician, had a fine voice, was vay 
young, and so proverbially handsome, that he 
always performed the part of the Prima Donna ; 
•— «t that period no woman was permitted to 
appear on the stage at Rome*. His reception waa 
highly flattering, and he afterwards performed in 
dl the principal theatres in Italy. The Elector <^ 
Bavaria, who expended immense sums on his 
Italian opera, invited him to Munich. His success 
at that court was, as usual, unqualified. But, alas I 
his beauty was his bane! an exalted personage 
became deejidy and hopelessly enamoured of him, 
and, spile of his talents, it was su^ested to 
him that a change of air would be for the 

* The .present Pope has, I perceive, issued a veto against 
the performance of women on the stage, to take effect aiter 
die 1st of January, 181^6. 
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'benefit of his health. He took the hint^ and left 
Munich : he then engaged himself at the Italian 
opera in London, where he attained the highest 
reputation both as a singer and composer ; and hb 
acting in Pyramus, in the opera of Fjnramus and 
Thisbe, was so fine, that Garrick has often compli* 
mented him on it. 

I was now taking lessons from Doctor Cogan* on 
the piano-forte. His execution on that instrument 
was astonishing, and his compositi(Mis, although 
not generally known in this country, possess 
great m^t. The whole phalanx of musical talent 
which I have mentioned, finequently visited at 
my father's house, and I was so fortunate as to 
be taken great notice of, by Rauzzim during his 
stay in DuUin. He gave me lessons, and taught 
me several songs, particularly that beautifur air 
i^f his own, which he sang divinely, ** Fuggiamo 
di questo loco, in piena liberta," which the late 
Mr. lanley introduced into the Duenna, with Mr. 
£Aieridan's words, ^ By him we lov« offended." 

Rauzzini was so kind to roe, and so pleased with 
the ardent feding I evinced for mui^, that, pre^ 

* Doctor Cogan is still li^Ting in Dublin ; he has good hedth 
and Hid^ndence, aind is an hospitable worthy fellow, highly 
esteemed by all his connexions. 
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viously to his leaving Ireland, he called upon my 
fiather, and said, *' My dear Sir, depend upon it 
your son will never follow any profession but that 
of a musician ; and as there is no person in this 
country who can give him the instruction he 
requires, you ought to send him to Italy. He is 
now at the time of life tb^-imbibe true taste, and 
in Italy only is it to be found. If you send him 
to Rome, let him study under Latilla; if to 
Naples (the better place of the two) send him to 
either of the Conservatorios ; — ^the head master at 
St* Onofiio is Monopoli*, at the other. La Madona 
di Loretto, FineroUi is master. This celebrated 
Conservatorio produced Scarlatti, Duranti, Por- 
pori, (at that time the greatest of all singing 
masters,) Pergolesi, Jomelli, Cimarosa, Paesiello, 
and a long list of celebrated men: let him go 
there, and depend upon it he will one day repay 
you for it." 

This advice made a deep impression on my 
father, particularly as a similar opinion had 
been given by Sir WiUiam, then Mr. Parsons, 
the late musical composer and magistrate of Bow 

* Monopoli was a sound musician ; his church music was 
in great repute in Italy. Stephen Storace was one of his. 
favourite pupils. 
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Street, wha hftd Studied music in Italy, and was; 
at the time I speak of, in Ireland on a visit to his 
friend and patron Mr. Henery, 

My father consulted my mother, who would not 
hear of such a proposal. She had but a few 
months before, parted with my brother Patrick, 
for whom my father bad procured a cadetship in 
India — and I cannot but think of my mother^s 
kind feelings towards me, with affection and grati- 
tude — as for my brother, poor fellow, we never 
J9aw him more. He was esteemed a brave soldier ; 
and was n^uch beloved for his goodness of heart 
and companionable qualities, for he sang sweetly^ 
and with great taste ; but poor Patrick wais cut 
off in the flower of his youth, — he was killed at 
the storming of Seiingapatam when a captain in 
the East India Company's service. 
• About the period at which Rauzzini gave my 
father the advice I have mentioned, Mr. Ryder, 
th^ comedian, brought over a singer, of the name 
of Webster, to Smock Alley Theatre; with him 
came a lady whom he called his wife, but who 
was really the wife of Battershill, a musical com- 
poser, from whom she had eloped with Webster. 
She was a fine-looking woman, and played Lucy, 
m the B^^ar's Opera, and Jenny, in Lionel and 
Clarissa; but however, charming as she was^ she 
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soon left Webster, and Mrs. Baddelj came to 
supply her place. 

My father had a private box at the theatre, and 
my mother, passionately fond of theatricals herself, 
often took me to the play. From the time I first 
saw him act, nothing ran in my head but Webster, 
unless, indeed, it was the desire of going on the 
stage. I used to look at him with wonder, when 
he was performing Macheath ; and those who recoU 
lect him in that character will agree with me that 
it certainly was a masterly performance. He had 
a fine figure, with a marked and rather handsome 
countenance ; his voice was a fine baritone, with a 
sweet fiilsetto, of which, being a good musician, he 
made a judicious use, particularly in " The Chai^ 
is prepared ;" indeed, I think it impossiUe that his 
performance of this character can be surpassed 
Whatever little credit and indulgence I received 
when I performed Macheath, at Drury Lane, I 
owe, in a great measure to my recollection of him 
in the part ; and I avow the same obligation to his 
Lionel, which was a ckef^ceuvre. 

About the time of which I am now speaking, a 
third theatre sprang up in Fishamble Street, under 
the Lord Mayor's licence; the managers were 
Vandermere and Waddy, who' had deserted from 
Smock Alley, and taken with them a lai^ por^ 
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tion of the company. To oppose them, Ryder 
brought over Michad Ame to produce Cjmon : 
his wife performed in it, and it brought great 
houses. But Ame, not content with being one of 
the greatest musical geniuses the world ever pro- 
duced, wished also to possess the philosopher's 
stone ; and, fancying himself a great alchymist, 
actually took a house at Richmond, near Dublin, 
and, neglecting all his pupils, gave himself up to 
a scientific search after gold. The consequences 
were ruin and a spunging-house. He was under 
articles to compose an opera for Covent Garden ; 
and my father, knowing this, sent him in his con- 
finement, a piano*forte, supplied him with wine, 
&c- and while in *• durance vile," he composed 
some beautiful music. In return for this kind- 
ness, he gave me a lesson every day, and, 
after his release, continued particularly attentive 
to me. 

It was also about this period that a Portuguese, 
who called himself II Cavaliero Don Pedro Martini, 
came to Dublin: he played the Spanish guitar 
delightfiiliy, and succeeded in ingratiating himself 
with the Duke of Leinster, Earl of Westmeath^ 
Lord Bebnont, and most of the leading people. He 
persuaded them that Dublin and Edinburgh were 
the only capitals where there was not an Italian 
opera, and proposed to engage Smodc Alley Theatre, 
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and bring a comic Italian company, to give operas 
rtwice a week. He consulted my father on the sub- 
jecty who, conceiving the scheme likely to succeed, 
gave him encouragement^ and promised him all 
•the assistance in his power. 

The Portuguese procured a large subscription, 
took the theatre, and brought over the company, 
amongst whom were La Sestini, the best buffa of 
'the day. Signer Pinnetti, a Venetian, a most 
excellent actor ; Signer Fochetti, a powerful prima 
'buffa, with a fine bass voice; Signers Savoy, 
*Peretti, &c. &c. and a second and third woman. 
Signer St. Giorgio conducted at the piano forte, 
.and Signer Georgi led the band, which was strength- 
ened by many performers from London. The 
etiquette was, that the band in the orchestra, as 
.well as the company in the boxes and pit, should 
be full dressed. Bags and swords were then the 
order of the day : the prices were, boxes and pit, 
faalf-a-guinea ; first gallery, five shillings ; and the 
upper one, three shillings. 

The first opera was L' Isola d* Alcina, com- 
posed by Gazzaniga; there was some beautiful 
nrasic in it. Pinnetti, who in Italy was celebratejd 
*for his performance of French characters, played 
the Frenchman in the opera admirably. 

The next opera was Paesiello's La Frascatana ; 

the houses were unusually crowded* La Buona 

1 
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-FigUola, Piccini's popular opera, was put into 
rehearsal at the express desire of some of the old 
cognoscenti, who had seen it performed in London. 
Lovatino was the cavalier, (and I am informed, 
nevei* was equalled in singing ** E pur bella ^ la 
<]!ecbina;") Morigi, the German soldier ; Michelli, 
the gardener ; Savoy, the Count ; La Samperini, 
Cechina, &c. &;c. 

Expectation was on tiptoe to hear this opera 
in Dublin, as it had been quite the rage in London ; ' 
when a circumstance occurred which threatened 
jts being laid aside ; namely, the severe illness of 
Signor Savoy, who was to have performed the 
Count, a part of the greatest importance to the 
'(^ra, and written for a high soprano voice. As 
there was no professional man to do it, the Por- 
tuguese turned his thoughts towards me, and 
offered my father his own terms, for I was well 
versed in the ItaUah language. He was backed in 
his application by the Dukeof Leinster, Mr. Conolly 
of Castle Town, and several others, who were ever 
kind and partial to ftie. They all deemed to feel 
assured that if I undertook the part, I should gain 
both credit and emolument. This induced my poor 
father to listen to them ; particularly, as he had 
made up his mind to send me to Naples;, and was; 
actually in treaty with the captaiti of a Swedisl^ 
vessel) bound thither, to take me as ^ pa^senger^ 

VOL. I. c 
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I wasdeligjit^d wbeQ I foufid tbitt I wm toper* 
ferm op the Itvixsn stag?« and counted ereiy tedious 
moment whUe studying the p$rt. At length, howf- 
Qv&r, the awftil night am^^ ! The house was 
crowded^ fad I received grefit applause. I had a 
powerfol tFeble voice, prqnoupqed Italian weU^ and 
was tall for my age, and acquitted myself beyond 
the most sanguine expectations of my friends. The 
opinioQ the foreign musical men gave of my abilities, 
of qourse, weighed greatly in my &v0ur. 

A circumstance now took place, whieh had 
nearly terminated my theatrical career* II Cava^ 
Uero Portuguese, who had given the ccmpany to 
understand that he bad aU Peru and Mexioo at 
bis command ; turned out to be a needy Chevalier 
d'industrie^ and would not pay them. They 
all struck; " point d'ai^gent, point de Smsse^*" 
was their motto. Finnetti, when he found 
be could get no money, set off for England 
witb Fochetti, and without thope two principals, 
it was impossible to get up an opera; so the 
rest of the Italians followed their leaders, 
dispersing, some to Uogland, others to Scotland, 
&c. &c, 

Hyder, who tibien had Crow Street Theatre, had 
entered into a fresh engagement with Michael 
Arne for three nights, to revive Cymon^ Mrs* 
Arne, (his second wife,) was a sweet sing^, and 
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hdng aiM A Toy i»etty, petite figine» Was very- 
popular in SUvia^. They thought idiat I mi^t be 
an additimal altractftOU» and proposed to my father 
th«t I ibould pbj Oyman the liiree fi^htB, and 
diMae mxy cAaraoter I pleased for the fourth^' 
which should be given to me free of all eotpense, «» 
a s^minieration. 

My father coimdered very wisely that, as tvery 
Hang was aicanged for my voyage to Naples, it 
Was as well fer me, at rather fer him, {Sot I thought 
of nothing but the rapture of again shewing myself 
on the stage,) to accept the furoposaL 

I played Cymon three nights, and on the fourth, 
Lionei (or, properly speaking;, Master Limel,) for 
my own benefit. The bouse was crowded in every 
part. I W» successful iti my songs, and acted 

* The first wife of Michael Ame was a scholar of Doctor 
Ame*s, at the same time with Mis» Brent, for whom the Doctor 
composed the character of Mandane, in Artaxerxes. It i» 
said that Doctor Ame translated Artaxerxes firom the Italian 
of Metastasio into English ; if he did, it was highly to his 
credit) for some of the thoughts are rendered bei^utilully ; one 
for instance, from Mandane f in Italian it is, 

'*Si piangedipiacere eoraed' afianoo." 

which is translated thus, 

<* Pleasure »ay start a tear as weH as grief/' 

Dibdin composed his Leonora in the Padlock for the first 
Mrs. Arne, when Miss Wright. 
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the part decently^ recollecting well all the points 
Wetoster had given in it*. 

On the first of May, 17795 with an aching 
lieart, I parted with mj father, mother, and familj, 
and sailed on board a Swedish merchantmmi, 
accompanied by a young Irishman, intended for the 
Roman Catholic church ; and with a fSdr wind, leit 
the kind and hospitable shores of my native 
country, and I may safely say quitted it with no 
little feme ; for although not fifteen, I had earned 

* The opera was cast thus :— 

Lionel, Master Kelly, 

1 (Behig the laU night of Ms appearing on the stage previons 

to his going to Italy.) .. i *^ 

Sir John Flowerdale, . Mr. Heaphy. 

Jessamy, Mr. O'Keefe, 

(The celebrated Jramatic writer.) 
Harraan, . ... . Mr. Glenville. 
Colonel pidboy, . . . Mr. Wilder. 

Jenkins, Mr. Barrett. 

Lady Oldboy . . . . Mrs. Heaphy. 

Diana Miss Jameson. 

Jenny, . . ... . Miss Tisdal. 

Clarissa, • . . . . ' Mrs. Arne. 

The Band : — At the piano-forte, Michael Arne; Leader^ the 
celebrated Pinto. First oboe, Mr. Bartlett Cooke, father of 
my friend, Mr. T; Cooke, of Drury Lane Theatre, whom I 
greatly esteem for his private worth, and high and diversifiefd 
taleuts. 
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suffidefiit money -to pay fop my voyage to Italy, 
and for my maintenance and musical education for 
some time, after my arrival there. 

I was 80 fortunate as to have letters of recom- 
mradation to Sir William Hamilton, at that 
time English chargi d'qffaire9 at the Court of 
Naples, and to Father Ddphin, a Dominican 
friar, who was to be my *' guardian, protector, 
aad guide.*' 

^ As good piano-fortes were in those times scarce 
every where — ^in Italy particularly, my father 
boi^ht a grand one, niade by one of the first Lon- 
don makers, which turned out in every respect 
exc^lent, and which, with a few books, English 
and Italian, he gave me. My mother furnished me 
with plenty of good sea store, ten guineas in my 
pocket, and a gold watch. I had besides, a letter of 
credit, which I was to deliver to Father Dolphin, 
who had instructions to pay my allowance accord- 
ing to circumstances. ' 

The following occurrence which took place 
during my voyage, I would omit, if it could 
)iot be well authenticated both in Naples and 
Dublin. 

My father had a small country house near 
Drumcondra, with an extensive garden ; his gar- 
dener, whose name was Cunningham, had a son, a 
very fine young man, who was a great favourite 
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wUli alt ihe family, wstA teceired many marks of 
kincbiefts from my fatKer^ which he repaid to me 
when a child, by continued acts of afibetion. Poor 
Jack, homered, degenerated, became a drunkard, 
a^sQciaited with deprared companions, and left my 
fiather's service ; ^lortly after, he was implicaled 
in a burglary, tried, and transported to America* 
7his made a grieirods impression on me at the 
time, as I recollected, with gratitude, the apj^ 
and {dumbs which had been gathered &v ine by 
poor Jack Cunningham. 

My "vroy age tock place during tihce American war, 
but the ship I was on board of, being a &weds, w>as 
under a neutral flag ; yet, in the Bay of Biscay we 
were hailed by an American privateer. Ow cafe 
tain lay to, while a set of Ae greatest n^muSns 
my eyes ever beheld, boarded u& They swore the 
yeissel was under fake colours, and proceeded to 
overfaaulrthe captain^s papers, aaaA seim every tbmg 
they could lay hands on. A sturdy ruffiaii began 
to break opeiBi my pi»M>-forte case with a hatehet, 
trhAcfa, when I saw, I mai{fvXly b^an to weepf 
ttA cry out, '^ Ob ! foy dear pumo-lbrte," 2qc. hc^ 
The cabin boy, who was about my own age^ called 
out, " For God's sake, don't cry, Mastsh Kelly.*' 
The chief mate of the privateer, who was quietity 
perusiiiig some of our Captain's papery oH hearmg 
these words^ tur^d round, and looldi^ stedfastly 
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at me, said, ^' Is yokr naihe KfSif ?** I amirered, 
'^Ye&" ""Do^imknowaiijffaiQgofaMr.Thoiiias 
KeU J, of Mary Street, BubUn ?" said be*--'' He u 
my fatber/ WBk my repty. The yoaiig nan iiiiiM* 
dSately started up^ ran to ne, dasped me in his 
arias, and ivith tears in his eyesi, said^ ^^ Don't yo« 
na&ember me? I aiti Jack CuDningham^ who, 
wheti you were a Httle boy, nursed you and played 
with you." He seemed quite overcome by the 
unexpected meeting, and hiade the ooiost affectionate 
inquiries abmt my lamily, when, after eKaminationy 
tiie Captaki finding that our ressel was really a 
nevlrai, kft us. Jack again embracing and Messing 
me, took leave of me, and we soaa lost sight 
of tfaRnn. I never beard of him more. The next 
ckt]^ we were boarded and examined by an English 
flidop of war, and our Captain gave information of 
l9ie route of the Amorican, lirhich I honestly con- 
fess, if I bad fancied it could haVe hurt poor 
« Jack Cutmingfaaln, I should have been Bdightily 
sorry for. 

To those whose health would be benefited by 
sea-sickness, I can safely recommend the ungentle 
^Ei^?€ise of the Bay of Biscay ; — ^there is little 
chaiMBe of failure. After we left it, however, we 
had very fine weather for some time, and the islands 
of Minorca, Majorca, and the coast of Africa, 
th<»:^h at a great distance^ were noble objects. 
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When we had passed the Idand of Ischia, we 
encountered a tremendous storm : aetuallj alarmed^^ 
by the violence of the tempeist and appearance of 
the sea, which ran mountains high, I retired to my: 
cot, and spite of terror and sea-sickne^, fell fast.« 
asleep. I was awakened by the cabin-boy on the 
following morning, the 30th of May, 1779, whe^ 
to my great joy, told me that we were in the Bay^ 
of Naples. - 

The astonishment and delight I experienced: 
when I got on deck, can never be effaced from my 
recollection. The morning was beautiful; I was 
restored to health, and safe in the wished-fw port. 

The Bay, full of shipping, the Island of Caprea 
where Augustus and Tiberius once held their revels ; 
to the West the Isles of Procida, and Ischia, the 
picturesque and varied scenery of Puzzoli, Pausi*^ 
lippo, so C0ld>rated for La grotta del Cane and. 
Vila's Tomb, the King's Pakce at Pottici, the 
Campagna Felice, the Castle and fort of St. Elmo*, 

* The Castje of St. Elmo is die strongest fortification 
the Neapolitan^ have. It st&nds on an eminence, said to' 
command the finest view in <^e world; near it, lower down,' 
stands the Carthusian eohvent of St. JVlartino. Tlie firateraity. 
%re supposed to be very rich, and are celebrated for the excel- 
lence of their gastronomy.. Their confectionary, wines and 
dinners are of 'the. first order, but only to be got at by a card 
. pf admission from the Prime Minister ; this is delivered to ,af 
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the temfic YesuVias, the delightful coast of Tar- 
rentum; the.Castel a Mare, and the City of Naples, 
with its .minniecous: palaces and convents, have 
beauties far/ far beyond my feeble powers of de-* 
scription. 

Before we entered the Mole, the officers of health 
came outboard, and gave us the pleasant informa- 
tion, that as there was a report that the plague 
was raging on the African coast, we must perform 
quarantine before we were suffered to land. 

An old tatterdemalion was put on board our, 

lay brother, who shews the hearer the chapel and all that ia 
curious, after which, he is invited to an excellent repast, for 
which they are forbidden to receive any remuneration. 

In consequence of the great height of the Castle of St. 
Elmo, vessels can be distinguished at an iinmense distance. 
This is rendered of great utility to the mercantile part of the 
cemmunity, by means of signals made, according to the custom 
of all sea-ports, from the Castle on the approach of any 
vessel ; these signals consist of balls of great size, projected 
into the air, the number of which signifies the description of 
vessel, whether frigate, sloop of war, merchant-man, Sec. &c. 
at the same time the colour of the nation to which she 
belongs is hoisted. Thus, a merchant, while transactkig busii- 
ness in any part of Naples, may know what ships, and of 
what nations, are entering the Bay, long before they teach 
the Mole. The first object of my attention every mortiing, 
was the signal station, and my first walk was on the Mole. 
The sight of an English vessel was a reward for days of 
watdiing. 
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vessel^to prevent cmr escaping to the shore: h^ 
was an inexhaustible sourae of aln«»emeut to me ( 
fer altlKnigh his clothes tirere all in tattears and 
patches^ and spoke ^ rarietj of wretchedness^" he 
wore his hair in an enormous bag, and carried a 
tremendously hmg sword by his side^ of which I 
now almost wonder he did not give me a taste; 
Sotf if the truth must be told, I was very mifr- 
chievous, and he, a particularly good sufirject for 
my mirth. 

When Father Dolphin heard of my arrival, he 
came alongside, accompanied by another Friar, and 
a Mr. Fleming, a cadet in the Iririi brigade, » 
worthy good Irishman. He was my daily visitor ; 
and, what with the wines which we purchased from 
tlie boatmen, the delicious fruits, and good society, 
o«r bondage was not altogether unpleasant. Added 
ts aU the other ^tgrfynens^ was the beautiful pcoa^ 
peet arouiKd us ; d^gnde of us was a Venetias . 
vessel also under quarantine, on board of which 
were several Italian singers, dancers,. &c. on their 
way to the theatre at Palermo, and two brothers, 
veiy fide Freneb horn fHayers ; besides many other 
passengers. In the evening they danoed or sang 
on deck, and played duets on the French boms^ 
while the Mole was crowded with all r^nks ot 
people to enjoy the sea breeze ; so that the whole 
scene was tdelightful. 



Digitized by 



Google 



MICHAEL KEIXT. 87 

. Ai lengtlk the time of our telease arriv^ ; mid 
^jfriend» aiceonipaiiied by another Iriih gentle* 
Mffi, ciiUed Plunket, also a cadet in the Irish 
brigade, (in one of the regiments of which bis elder 
brother was Colonel^) took me on shore to an 
hotel ned^ the Lai^o di CaslelEo^ kept by an Iriidi 
woBian, mwried to a NeapoUtaa, an egregious 
rague, but who possessed the pleasing art of 
sfieaking Etoglish verj well. 

I ordered a hair-dresser ; at that period an iodise 
pense&le af^ndage to a man's establishment ; and 
shortly a very wdU-dressed person, with his hast 
m a?, bagv aod a sw<xd by his sid^ totered my 
room; on inquiring his business, he infcnrmed m€ 
he was^ ifloKr barber, come accordii^ to order, to 
idora me a la mode di Napoii. I at first fidt 
abasked at the idea of emjdi^fii^ so ihie a gender 
man m sueh a capacity, but I soon became recoup 
eiled to the national gaiety ; for the very beggars, 
widi hardly any clothes to their baeks, had ra^^ 
bags tied to their hair. 

Accompanied by Fleming and Plunket, I went 
to hear nmss at: the cbalirii of San Giacomo, arid 
after this^ made my firsfrttk to the wortlrf Fatiier 
Bol^in. He ww Prior of Hie CoiiYent of St. 
BeBmuck^ a fine pilb of buildingf, dbse to the gate 
ttoot^ which runs the road to CafQia, and also 
to the Consenratorio of La Madona fdi- LorMtoi 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 REMINIECEKCES OF 

i found him in his study, which opened into a spa-* 
cious garden, and evi^rjrthingaToutkL him breathed 
piety, benevolence, and coirtent; he was about 
seventy years old, biitfuU of iiealth aaid activity. 

'He received^ me with tbe greatest kindness, and 
irfter reading my letter of credit, introduced me 
to two Friars. of his order; one of them, called 
Plunket, whom I often see in London even now ; 
the other, named M^Mahon, whom I saw the last 
time I was in Dublin, at the Friar}'^ in Denmaric 
Street ; they were both Irishmen, as I need hai^Uy 
medtion, considering their names. 

The first advice the Father gave me, after 
tidLing some chocolate and snow water, /was td 
present my letter to Sir WiUiam Hannlton, and 
to niake up my mind in which Conservatorio i 
should like to be jdaced. He gave me the choice 
of three, St. Onofrio, La Pieta, or La Madona 
diXioretto. At St. Onofrio, Signer MouopoU was 
the he^ master; at La Pieta, Signor Sala, who 
had never produced a melody worth hearings 
though the first counterpointist of the day; and 
at La Madona di Loretto, FineroUi, a first-rate 
coinpc^er of chutch music. He had also writteii 
several serious operas, and several great composers 
were his scholars, amongst them was .Cimarosa^ 

Having heard Rauzzini speak of him' as a great 
mast^y I gave the latter the: preference; but 



Digitized by 



Google 



MICHA£X KfiLLY. S9 

Father Dolphin desired, me te ^^ the opinion of 
Sir William Hairiilimi, and be girided by it. 

I immediately waited on Sir WtlBatn^'attd pre* 
sented my. letters ; when he had ^ read them, he 
received nie most kindly, and assured me that, he 
diould be: happy toigive me liny advice as^ to the 
fine I ought' to pursue, and- rendier me every sendee 
in his power. 

Sir William having invited me to dinner that 
day, I. returned, and was introduced to the 
firrt Lady Hamilton. The taste and partiality 
for music of this bigUy-gifted pa^on, are- too 
weU known to need a remark from me. At that 
period she frequently gave concerts, to which all 
the best performers were invited. She wds hersdf 
considered the finest piano-forte player in Italy. 

After dinner, at which I had the honour of being 
introduced to the late Duke of Bedford^ there was 
music. The celebrated Millico accompamed him* 
self on the harp in the charming canzonetta, "Ho 
sparsotantelagrime;" his singing was enchanting, 
I was asked, and sang Rauzzani's song, *^ Fuggiam 
da questo loco," and ^ Water parted from the sea,? 
accompanying mysdf on the piano-forte. I seelided 
to.give'general satisistction, and Signor Millico, in 
particular, said many kind things. He told me he 
had often heard Tenducci sing "Water parted,'* 
in £ngland~-Signor Bprghi, who was; aft^rwaids 
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titage*maoag«r at the PantlieQii, irhen the Open 
House WBs burned down, had just arrived fimn 
Bnghad, ud was also of t3» party*^. 

At parting. Sir WiUfom desired me to catttijpen 
him at e^t o'doek the following morning; I did 
not, however, arrive till a quarter befinre nine. On 
•nieriBg the breakfast-room, I found with him 
Mr* Drummond, his physician, and a couple of 
airtiqaariies ; his table was coveied with ca»eos> 
mtagfios, and lava. Assoon as I entered the apaiC-^ 
aciciit, he saicl ** My good boy, you weie to hav* 
hefn t«n^ at e%ht; it is now three quarters of an 
hour pastf and added» looking veiy serkwsly at 
lDr» ^ if y<Mi do not leam to keep time, yoii will 
n^m: be a good mu9d«m/' Though life^ I have 
ree<4fiected that hint. 

When we Were ahme, he desired me to give 
him a candid detail of my views and xatraded 
pursuits, and which way my own indinations 
by. I told him aQ the circumstances whidi had 
preceded my leaving Ireland, and that my father's 
wish and intention were, that when I had Saaiahed 
the study of eooqpositiw in Naples, I should let 
limi Uk England, and become a composer and 
tr^aqhcr- I also told him that I feared the pro* 

♦ The operas at the Pantheon were conducted by the Dnke 
of Bedford, Lord Salisbury, and Mr. William Sheldon, an emi- 
BCAt solicitor, and 9 worthy man*. 
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fessiojB, towards wbkh my own incUnatiiws strongly 
l^f the stflfe, would be my Other's avernoOi. 
With respect to money* I informed him that my 
annual allowance* while )>iursuiog my studies, 
wa9 to be two hundred Neapolitan ounces, (80/. 
S^lish) to be paid monthly by Father Dolphin. 

When weppoke of music, I mentioned my wish, 
^at FineroUi should be my master ; he said, ** My 
good lad, it is impossible to choose a more able 
i^tructor^ Of a better man. I know him intimatefy; 
and wiU introduce you to him, and recommmKl 
you to his cam ; but when you b^;in, you must 
b^ai* 01 mind that nothing is to be dmia without 
^eady application : your inclinatum for die stage 
you must smother for the present; youryoutfai 
aiid the unsettled state of your Tdoe, should pxe^ 
dude all thotlgfats of that; a year or two may do 
.ip^uch for you." 

. ** However,'^ he continued, " as it is natural for 
you to wish to see the sights of Naples, take 
a fortnight's pleasure. Your friend Fleming is a 
worthy man ; he speaks the language, and knowa 
where every thing remarkable is to be seen* 
and no^ doubt will take care of you* Give my 
ecHnpliments to the worthy prior, and ask his per« 
mission ; and recollect, as Gay says, * to-day for 
pleasure, to-morrow for business ;' when once we 
begin, we must work hard." 
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He shook me by the hand, and saying, '^ be 
I^^udent," gave me a purse of twenty ounces, to 
pay, as he said, for my calashes. ' 
, I repeated this conversation to Father Dolphin, 
who entirely approved of Sir Williani's advice; 
and giving his consent for a fortnight's {deasure, 
with his blessing and best wishes, advanced me 
jfix ounces, which he thought an ample disburse- 
ment for my menus plaisirs during that period. 
Mr. Fleming consented to accompany me in my 
rambles, and I was as happy as an emperor. 

To commence; — ^we dined at the St. Carlino 
tavern, opposite the King's palace ; we had an 
excdlent dinner of maccaroni stuffato, bouiUi, 
stewed veal, Med calamara*, a roasted chicken, 
sallad, cheese, fruit, biscuits, two bottles of wine, 
a cup of coffee each, and a glass of chasse caffe, 
with iced lemonade &c. for eighteen-{)ence each. 

. * The Calamara, or Ink Fish, is as great a favourite with the 
Neapolitans, as it was with the ancient Romans. An Italian 
told me that he had once eaten it many years before at Brighton ; 
I was for several seasons inquiring for it there in vain. At 
length an old fisherman brought me one; — even he had 
never heard of its being eaten, or eatable, for when caught 
there it is always thrown away. It is quite black, but when 
washed, near a pint of ink comes from it, and it appears Hke 
snow ; when fried, it eats like a veal cutlet, and is a great 
luxury. On the 25th of September, 1 SI 9, I had one, and 
my friends, who partook of it^ said it was delicious. 
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iBut» as George Colmati says, in his Mountaineers, 
*' Those days are past, Floranthe.'* If they were 
fiot, what a delicious place of residence would 
Naples be for my old friend Pope, who joins to 
ins talents as an artist and an actor, a share of 
judgment, experience, and taste in culinary mat- 
ters almost unequalled. 

The next mornfaig we went to PortJci, and 
adept. We saw the theatre at Herculaneum, 
which had been buried sixteen centuries; and 
passed under vaults to view it by torch*light ;— 
while wandering about the galleries, I was of 
course obliged to express surprise and pleasure; 
bat in truth I wished myself away, for there 
overe ^neither singers ncu* dancers, nor pretty 
rwomen itbere, and I never had any taste for an- 
idques. 

We returned to sleep at Portici; the next 
morning, we had an excellent breakfast of ham, 
fresh figs, and a bottle of lagrima Christi*.*' After 
discussing which, Fleming and myself mounted 
our donkies, and, accompanied by our guides, 
began the ascent of Mount Vesuvius. We passed 

« As I was brought up a rigid Roman Catholic, I was 
/shocked at the name given to this delicious wine, but in time 
my scruples were overcome, and now often take a bottle with 
my esteemed friend, Mr. Savory of Bond Street, who has 
some of a superior flavour, imported by himself fronj Naples. 
VOL. I. D 
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through fields covered with fig and mulberry 
trees, and our guide pointed out the favourite 
retreat of Pergdesi^ the great composer. Here hte 
was said to induge his fatal tendency t6 mielan-* 
choly; yet^ perhaps, had he not been of that 
melancholy temperature^ he would not have ccoa- 
posed his celebrated ** La stabat Mater dolorosa," 
OT his intermezzo, " La Serva Padrona," both of 
which I heard with such delight at Naples. . 

He died at the early age of twctoty-seven ; k 
was supposed by poison, given by a brother com<- 
poser, jealous of his transcendent talents *, 

We had some conversation with the hermit 

• who lived on the mountain ; he was a Frenchman, 

and said to have been formerly a hair-dresser in 

. London ; whether this be fact or not, I cannot saj; 

the subject was much too delicate to touch upon 

* I never heard the following truly poetic lines written by 
Mr. Rogers, author of the Pleasures of Memory, set to music 
and sung with exquisite pathos by my ever-lamented frieh4 
Mrs. Crouch, without thinking of poor Pergolesi*s untimely 
death. 

** Go, you may call it madness, folly, 
You cannot chase my gloom away, 
There^ such a charm in melaneholy, 
I would not, if I could, be gay. 

^' Ah ! did you know what pensive pleasure 
^eads my bosom wheu I sigh, 
You would not rob me of a treasure 
Monarchs are too poor to buy." 
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With a recluse m such a dtuation. The moun- 
tain seemed in a most villainous humour, emitting 
flames and lai^ bodies of lava. I soon had eiiof^h 
of it, and was right glad to find my^lf once move 
at Portici, with a supper of red mullet^ &:c. before 
me :— the next moraing we returned to Naples. 

The two fi^owing days we dedicated to Baiee» 
and its burning sands. The view of Naples, abd 
indeed every thing except the people, was luxurious 
^nd beautifiil ; — they were wretched. One miserable 
<>bject pointed out the different situations of the 
villas of Caesar, Mark Antony, and Cicero. AH 
this was, I knew, very fine, and very classical ; but 
to me^ at that period, a complete bore : it was not 
my gmto to " shun the busy haunts of men," nor 
of women ; and a petticoat m a populous street in 
Naples, was to me the finest sight in the world ; 
tiut I had no wish to accomplish the Neapd^itan 
proverb, — Vedi Napoli e poi mori*; I e. se^ 
^aples^ and die. 

* This Neapolitan sayii^ has two meanings attached to.it : 

" Vedi NapoU e poi mori," 
" See Naples, and tben die." - 

Again, 

** Vedi Napoli e poi Mori,*' 
« See. Na}4e9y and then Mmi:* 

Mori is the name of a little island near Naples; whSch 
island the Neapolitans think so beautiful that no pl^ce after it 
is worth viewing. 
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Our next visit was to PausiKppo, and the Grotto 
del Cane. The Grotto di PausiKppo, which leads 
to it, is so dark, that even by daylight, torches are 
necessary; the peasantry, when driving their 
cattle through this subterraneous passage, which 
they are obliged to do when going to or leaving 
Naples, call out to each other, " Keep to the rock 
side," or " Keep to the sea side,'* to avoid coming 
in contact. 

We ascended the Mountain of Pausilippo, and 
entered Virgil's tomb ; saw the stoves, the sulphu- 
reous vapours of which rise from the earth, and 
are so hot that eggs may be boiled in them. 

At a little distance from the stoves is the Grotto 
del Cane ; the keeper of the dog, who is the great 
actor of the scene, orders the poor animal to lie 
down in the cave ; the vapour acts on it almost 
instantaneously ; the body swells, the creature falls 
into strong convulsions, and after a violent struggle, 
appears dead. The keeper then draws him out 
into the open air, which speedily restores him, 
and he very wisely takes to his heels. This paltry 
and cruel experiment astonished me exceedingly 
at the time. 

We now went to the Capo del Monte, and 
dined there with a friend of Fleming's. We were 
told that the king's intaglios and cameos were kept 
there; — our host shewed us some fine pictures, by 
Schidoni (a pupil of Correggio). His passion and 
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forte were to paint ihe Lazzaront, who BW^rm 
about La Chiara Santa Lucia, and the Largo iH 
Castelk). Thiey are a fine hardj race of mfen, and, 
it is Calculated, amount to fifty thousand. " It 
cannot be ascertained how the greater number of 
them find subsistence, as those who work at all 
will only do so to earn as much as will keep 
them from starving. With scarcely any coverings 
they sleep on the steps of the church ddors/ or ih 
the street. Their favourite spot, however^ is the 
I^argo di Castello ; there they litefally swaito, and 
pass the whote day playing the game of mora; 
or, by way of variety, listening to some ragged 
fellow near the Mole, who recites lively stories 
from Boccaccio, in the Neapolitan jargon, and 
perhaps sings the verses of Tasso, or Ariosto, or 
details the feats of Massiniello the rebel fisherman. 
All the time he exhibits, they sit round him 
with fixed and mute attention. I have myself 
often stopped to listen to the half-naked improv* 
visatore, and have been delighted by his dry 
humour and inimitable gesticidation. After enter- 
taining them for hours, he thinks himself repaid 
amply, when they give him a coin called a callo 
(about half a farthing) each^. 

* The game of mow is played by two persons ; lliey both 
bold out their right hands, with their fingers ei^tendM then 
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The Lazzaroni are dreadful thievis ; but theft 
they mildly denominate sleight of hand. I once mw 
,cne of them pick a gentleman's pocket of a hand- 
kerchief at one end of the Largo dl Castello, and 
offer it to him for sale at the other ; yet, had the 
pilldged man, or any other person, spokas, or eveft 
made a motion expressive of displeasure at the bare- 
faced infamy of the action, it is a thousand to on^ 
but that he would have been stillettoed on the spot. 
They are indeed such a formidable and united body, 
that the King himself finds it politic to persuade 
them that he feels flattered . by being caUed their 



It is remarkable, that notwithstanding the vices 
of these people, and the extraordinary cheap- 
ness of witie in Naples, I never, during my so- 
journ thene, witnessed a single instance of intoxi- 
cation*. 

each contracts one, or as laany of his fingers as he likes, 
calling out at the same time the number which he guesses 
will be the amount of bis own and his .adversary's con- 
tracted fingers, this they both do at the same moment, and 
very quick ; whoever guesses rightly, scores one, which is 
done by holding out one finger of the lefl hand ; the game 
may be five or ten, or more; as agreed \ipoh. 

• The Neapolitans in general hold drunkenness in abhor- 
rence. A story is told there of a nobleman, who, having 
murdered another in a fit of jealousy, was condemned to deatli. 
His life was offered to him on the sole condition at his ti«pag» 
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The Neapcditans are proverbial for their gesti* 
ctilation: if you ask. a man in the street what 
o'clock it i^the looks at the sun, and by his fingers 
makes you understand the hour, but does Bot 
condeacend to speak. The nfitives of every part 
of Italy are perfect mimics; and the strongest 
indication of either menace or revenge you can 
i^eceive from an Italian, is to see him bite his 
thumb at you. Our immortal Shakspeare wfis 
well aware of t^hi?, when he wrote the quarrelling 
scene between the servants in the tragedy of Romeo 
and Juliet; there, Gr^ory, Capulet's servant, 
says, ^^ I will bite my thumb at him ; which is a 
disgrace to them if they will bear it." 

Malone, the commentator, says, that this niode 
of quarrelling appears to have been common in 
Bngjand in our author's time ; as Decker, describ- 
ing the various groupes that daily frequented the 
walks of St. Paul's Church, says," What shouldering, 
what jostUng,iirbat jeering, what Wtings of thumbs, 
to beget quarrelling ;"— yet, I think it but fair, to 

that when he comniitted the deed, he was intoxicated. He. 
received tlie offer with disdam, and exclaimed, " I would 
rather suffer a thousand deaths tlian bring eternal disgrace 
on my family, by confessing the disgraceful crime of intoxi- 
<;ation !" He persisted, and was executed ! 

What a pity this poOr fellow had not Hved a few years in 
England or Ireland — we mans^e those matters better I 
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suppose ikhat Shakspeare knew it was also an action 
adopted to •* beget quarrels,*^ in Verona, where the* 
scene of the play lies, otherwise the coincidence 
would be remarkable. 

Another tradt of national character, which 
Sba^kspeate has ably displayed, is in the Merchant 
of Venice. In fornner times, as in the present, a 
Neapolitan nobtemanf was extremely proud of hisr 
horses, and made them the principal topic of his 
discourse. In the scene where Nerissa recountsf 
the names of her various suitors to Portia, she 
saysj " First, there is the Neapolitan prince ;*^ 
Portia replies, " Aye, that'is a colt indeed, he 
doth nothing but talk of his horses.'" 

The mode of living of the Neapolitans at first 
was disagreeable to me. They are very early 
risers; and at noon flock to the coffee houses, 
shops, promenades, &c. ; the streets are crowded 
with monks, abbes, mountebanks, and lawyers^. 
Twelve o'clock is their usual hour of dinner, after 
which they take the siesta, rising usually an hour 
or two before sunset, and repairing again to the 
coffee houses to eat ice, which is in Italy beyond 

* It fe calculated that In the kingdom of Naples oidy, there- 
are twenty tliousand lawyers, most of them younger branches* 
of the nobility, whom poverty condemns to the bar. There is* 
no nation, however large, in which so many lawsuits are 
carried on. 
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Conception fine. Tlieir chocolate, melons, grapes, 
peaches, &c. are delicious ; my favourite was the 
harlequin, which is a mixture o£ all, served up in 
a silver cup, piled like a pagoda, which coist then 
only twopence English. 

Even the Lazzaroni have their cooling luxuries ; 
at the comer of every street, there are stalls, 
belonging to venders of water melons, iced arid 
lemonade water, crying out, " Bella cosa ^ la acqua " 
fresca P (What a beautiful thing is fresh water). 
For a novo callo (half a farthing), a man, at the 
time I am speaking of, could get a large glass of 
iced water, with the juice of a lemon, and a slice 
of water melon in it. 

The favourite drives of the nobility are the 
Mola, and along the shore to Pausilippo ; there 
they enjoy the sea breeze in their carriages. It is 
only the very commonest people who go on foot ; 
a Neapolitan gentleman would be branded with 
disgrace, if he were caught committing the heinous 
misdemeanour of using his own legs. 

Some of their equipages are veiy handsome; 
all had two running footmen, who ran before the 
carriages with incredible speed ; many of the richer 
nobility had four. 

My Lord Tylney, who had resided in Italy for 
many years, and spent his princely fortune between 
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Florence and Naples, appeared on the drives on 
gala days, in great splendour; I have seen hun 
drawn by six beautiful English cream-coloured 
horses ! he had four men before his carriage, and 
a great number more behind. 

His Lordship gave splendid dinners, concerts, 
and balls, which were frequented by all the English 
of consequence resident at Naples. I have seen 
there Sir William Hamiltoui Lord Bristd, who 
was also Bishop of Derry, Lord and Lady Maynard, 
and a number of fashionables of different nations. 

After having taken my full swing of sight-seeing, 
and having spent Sir William's money, in and out 
of calashes^, I thought it full time to wait upon 
him. I accordingly did so, and received his promise 

• Calashes are to be found at the comers of all the pnnd* 
pal streets in Naples. A calash is a small narrow gilt chair, 
set between two wheels, and without springs, drawn by 
one horse, which is guided by a cord tied round its nose, 
without bridle or bit. The driver, who usually wears his hair 
in a net, sometimes sports his night-cap, with a gold-laced liat 
over it, gets up behind, and, to do you honour, endangers 
your neck« driving helter-skelter through the streets, even 
through the Toledo Street, the longest and most populous one 
in all Naples, I think as long as Oxford Street, and actually 
swarming with friars, lawyers, and Lazzaroni. All the time he 
bellows, with the lungs of a stentor, " Make way there for my 
Lord Anglais !'' 
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to introduce ine the fdUowin^ daj to fl&erolli, 
which he did. 

Finer(^ was a l^ht, sprightly* animated little 
ttum, about fifty: he' heard me sing, aud was 
{deased to say, I evinced promising abilities; he 
took me to see his Conserratorio, in whidi there 
were between three and four hundi'ed boys ; they 
studied composition, singing, and to play on afi 
instruments. There were several rooms, .but ia 
the gteat school-room, int6 which I wais introduced, 
there were some singing, others playing upon tJie 
vidin, hautboy, clarionet, horn, trumpet, dec. &c. 
each different music, and in different keys. The 
noise was horrible; and in the midst of tUs 
terrifit Babel, the boy who studied composition was 
expected to perform his task, and harmonize a 
melody given him by his master. I left .the place 
'in disgust, and swore to mysdf never to become an 
inmate of it. 

I acquainted Father Dolphin with my feeling 
on the subject, and the dislike I had to walk in the 
prooessions after the host, and wear the dress, 
which all who enter the Conservat<mo must dp^. 

* On or after the 17th of October, the boys of the three 
Conservatorios are obliged to attend morning and evening, £br 
nine days, at the Franciscan Church in their dresses. It is bj 
attending this festival, and performing without remiiaeratifln. 
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On his representing this to FineroUi, he Answered, 
I have taken a liking to the boy, and wiU receive 
faioi as an inmate : he shall have a small apartment 
on the ground-floor of the house where I live, and 
eat at my table. In addition to this, he will have 
the benefit of visiting the Conservatorio daily, and 
receive all the advantages of a scholar, without 
being obliged to fmt on the dress or perform the 
duties. 

My English piano-^forte was of little use to me, 
as FineroUi had made it a sine qua fion, that I 
should give up all thcwghts of being a performer 
on it; indeed, all Italian masters think it highly 
prejudicial to the voice. 

My master introduced me to the directors of 
the different theatres, and I had the entree oi 
them all. 

At San Carlos are perfcomed grand seriorar 
operas, (the other three theatres are for the opera 
buffa,) the first I saw there was Metastasio'sJOIim* 
piade the music by Metzlevisic, a Gemian of great 
musical celebrity. I thought it very fine, ami tlie 
performance eicquisite. 

that they are exempt, by the king's permission, from all taxes 
on provision and wine, which are paid by every other dass of 
kihabi(ant». 
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' The celebrated Marchesi, the £1*51 soprdno, 
performed the part of Megacle; his- expression, 
feeling, and execution in the beautiful aria,; ** Se 
cerca se dice V amico dov' i,"* were beyond all 
praise. Ansani, then the finest tenor voice in 
SoTope, was there ; and Macherini his wife, was 
tke priflicipal female singer ; she had a very sweet 
rcice^ but smaU, and of limited compass; the 
Neapolitans called her ^^ La cantante con la 
parruca,'' from her wearing a wig, in consequence 
of her head being diaved during illness, previous 
to her engagement ; but they liked her in spite of 
her wig ! 

Nothing could surpass the splendour of the 
spectacles they produced, or the beauty of theit* 
haUets. La Pique was tlidr first ballet master, Rossi 
the second, — ^both great artists. Madame Rossi 
was the principal female dancer amongst a crowd 
of talent. 

The first ballet I saw, was Artaxerxes. La 
Pique, the Arbaces; Madame Rossi, Mandane; 
and Artabanes, by Richard Blake, an Irishman, 
who went abroad very young, and had become 
a very fine pantomime actor, and was considered 
the best grotesque dancer of his day. 

The decorations of this ballet were magnificent; 
one in paiticular struck me. In the opera of 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 RSMINISOENCES OF 

ArtttKerxed, on our stage, in the ickne where 
ArtafatfUiBs makes Arbaces exdbange sworcfe with 
hinii and receires the bloodj one, he comes on at 
the side scene, which is very poor. In the bedlet» 
the scene is placed in the middle of the -stagey 
tlie galleries over each other, with apartments 
opening into them, are before you; you see 
Artabanes rush out a£ the chamber of Artaxerxes^ 
havii^ murdered him, and fly across the diffarent 
gaQeries, pursued by the guards of Artaxerxes, 
with lighted torches; he makes fai^ escape by ^ 
prhn&te door into the royal gardens, where he 
meets Arbaces. 

The manner in whidi this settle was mmdged, 
was powerfully effective. I cannot conceive why, 
on our theatres, it might not be equally so, iexcep(^ 
indeed, that the stage at San CarloB is ^ a|i 
Immense size, capable of bearing and Working ai^y 
machinery, and besides, opens at the back towards 
ihe sea, and because it seetns that -the iinglish 
•tfaeaJtres would not ride the expense. . 

The « Rape of the Sabines,'* and « II Deftfctp 
di Dario (the defeat of Darius), were ^Isp splenr 
didly got up^ as baHets. In the latter, in thefaa.^ 
tie between the armies of Alexander and Dari^f, 
•eighty horses were introduced, and the whole 
arranged witiii the greatest ^11. : There were four 
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hiuulred persons employed in it I recollect there 
was a c<»nic ballet, called the ^^ Achievesients of 
Don Quixote/' in whidi my friend Blake shone 
cmispicuously as Sancho Panza. 
. Four tifaies in the year this magnificent theatre 
is illuminated ; viz. on the evening of the birth-day 
of the King of Spain, and on those of the King, 
Queen, and Prince Royal of Naples. 

In this vast edifice there are seven t]:4a:*s of boxes ; 
in the front of each box is a mirror, and before each 
pf those, two large wax tapers ; those, multiplied 
t}y reflection, and aided by the flood of li^t 
from the stage, form a blaze of splendour perfectly 
dazzling. 

Sach box contains twelve persons, who have 
comemodious chairs, &c. ; at the back of each of 
those, on the principal tiers, is a small room> where 
the ccNQfectioner and pages of the proprietor wait^ 
^nd distribute sweetmeats and ices to the compasiy 
in the boxes, and any of their friends in the ptt^ 
whom they choose to recqgnize. 

There are sixteen rows of seats in the pit» forty 
jSieats in each row ; they are fitted up wiUi stuSied 
.cushions and rests for the arms, like chairs. Whte 
any one takes a place for the night, he receives a 
key of it, and when he leaves the theatre, he locks 
the seat up again, and returns the key. 

On all gala days, the King, Queen, and all the 
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Court attend in full dress ; at which times, the coup 
if ceil is magnificent*. 

The Teatro di Fiorentino it the ihost fashion- 
able for the comic opera ; it is about the size of the 
Kttle theatre in the Haymarket. The first opera 
I saw there was the " Italian in London,*' (froni 
Voltaire,) composed by Cimarosa. From this 
drama the elder Colman took the plot of his 
comedy of the ** English Merchant.'* 

They had at that time excellent performers. 
The celebrated Genaro Luzzio was the primo 
buffo, and the principal female, La ColteDihi, 
was delightful, both as a comic actress and singer. 

At the Teatro Nuovo, another comic opera 
house, but by no means as good as the former, acted 
the celebrated Cassaciello, the idol of Naples. When- 
ever he appeared on the stage, the house was in a 
tumult of iapplauSe, and though he gave his recita- 
tion in the Neapolitan jargon, there never was a 
greater favourite, nor one more deserving of favour. 

There were also two principal female singers, 
the Bcnvenuti, sisters and beauties; one of them 
had to boast of having in her train, the young 
Marchese Sambuco, son of the then prime minister 
j(£ Naples. 

♦ This fine theatre has been since destroyed by fire ; but I 
understand that one, if i>ossible, more splendid is bnilt on th© 
ittiies|^o!t. 
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Here I saw the first rept*ei3entation of Pa6sieIlo's 
coniic opera, *' U Socrate Imaginaiio/' (The ioia* 
ginaiy Socrates). CassacieUo performed Socrates 
to admiration. I was informed that GarriGk, having 
seen him in Naples, on his retum to En^and 
said, that the best comic actors he had ever seien,- 
were CassacieUo in Naples, Preville at the Com€- 
die Fran^aise in Paris^ and Sachi, th^ harlequin,' 
at Venice. 

« Another theatre, called II Tentio del Fbhdo, 
had closed before my arrival in Naples. It is cdn- 
siderably larger than the two of which I have 
just i^ken — the principal buffo^ named Buona- 
vi^, was an excellent actor as well as singer. He 
had lately returned from Russia^ whe^e- he had 
^nmssed: a large fortune. The tienor singer was 
Sfignor- Mengozzi, a sweet voice, replete with 
science and great taste. But the delight of the 
Lazzarooi, and the conimon people in general, 
w^s Jean Cole, the famous Pulchinello. He j^er- 
formed twice a day in a little theatre ^ called 
Saint Carlino, -on the Largo di Castello. Thie 
house was always crowded, and* even the King and 
(/oiirt frequented it, to enjoy his comic powers. * - 
• Whatever Jean Cole said was received with rap- 
ture. Once, when the King was at the theatre 
he was performing in the piece called " Pulchinello 
in Disgrace;" in the midst of a dialogue with 

vol;,. I. E 
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«idthier ttcUxr, Ke iBXchdmed, ** Ob, Naidesf Nap- 
pies ! dear, 4ear Na^es ! beautiful Naples ! I shdi 
derer see thee n^ore ! Homr happy I was in thee I 
My royal and gltu:tous master^ the King> used td 
^rigr macoaroni, iagrima Christie and other daia** 
tiesi to be sent to me ; but, alas ! that is over ! he 
has forgotten the good custom, and poor Pukhi^ 
i^ello ; oh ! poor Pulchinello !'^ 

The King laughed heartilj, and taking the hint^ 
the next momii]^ ^tirt JeKn Cok a massive silver 
tureen fiUed. with 6iat<^aroni 

CarHne, ckf the Gomedie Italien^ m Pfffi^ was 
a^ a^tor in Jefm Cole'i fine, and eqtiallf c^ebraited 
an4 foUow^. He likewise p<»rfi>l-med twice a day^ 
lie had an eiitTAOrdiiiarj fiicflity in -sei^ii^ i»i 
vitrodudng the flying gossip of the moiAenti 
The report of. the day always Ibund an evenkig 
cimdatipn thro^^ Carline. < 

Put I appirehend that lam wanderitig a little 
from my sul^ect; considering the subject to he 
myself, that, perhaps will befoigiven; hofwev^, 
to return to Naples-^I ccmtinued to go on aHMai^ 
iively receiving instructions. By day I studied 
with avidity and ambition, but in the evening 
followed my own devices^ Dr w^ kipdiiy intro- 
duced by my mfister to fisMKiilies of diirtinctioni 
J was iionoured by the patronage of the Princess 
Behnonte, P^incfss Ofaigi, the Duchess of Oastii 
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Duoro^ Mttichese dd Vftsto^ Mardieae St. Maicat 
$Qd a long Est of nobility. In thmr houses evei^jr 
ertam^ after a littie mttsic, a Faro» or Basetto 
bank* was held by the proprietor of the mansioiL 
They alao played at B^afais, or Lotteria. Itt« 
deed, the wfade delight of the Neapolitans, high 
and. loir, seemed to be gambling of oneaort oi> 
another. < 

, . I The house lirequented withthe graattat Measure, 
leaa thai of La Sigaora Morretti. She waS' a vety 
charming person, and (which was not her least vve^ 
<K>mnieiidation to tue) an exoeBent judge of nmiic, 
and a .{pmd ffliger and perfbnner on th^ piano-forte 
}#£Qe^ently had the pleasure of meeting there the 
oelsbrated composer, Cimamsa, who had been the 
£i1msmte sdiolar of my master, FineroUi. It was a 
gmat treat to. hear him sing some of his conli^ 
901^, replete with humour and t»te, accompany « 
mg himself; . Amongst other professors frequently 
aasQOifaled there, I a^w, one evenings Signor Di Gio-^ 
wnni, who many, many years afterwa^ was my 
d^p^ rtage-mani^r a* the. King's Theatt«, and 
who had just {hen returnfed from Pohind. 
,r: About: the month of July the iKix^ mA Queetf 
imiaUy went to Pausilippo, aiul in &m wmthcf 
had. concerts- in. the open air. To one <^ tfaase i 
was taken by $ir William Hamilton, who did ma 
liie hoiumi: to introduce me to tfadr Majestiesifls i 
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lad from Ireland^ come to study music in Na^ 
p]es. The .first question the King asked^ was, 
^^ Ne siete cristiano ?" ^^ I say, are you a diris* 
tiaii i"" — "I hope I am. Sire/' was my reply. 
Shortly afterwards he commanded me to sing an 
BSn^ish song, and I put forth my strength in ** By 
him we love offended," from the Duenna. Her 
Majesty then ordered an Italian air, and I sung 
** Ho sparso tante lagrime ;"" they seemed pleased, 
and her Majesty, after asking me with great affa- 
bility, howl liked Naples, where I lived, who wasmy 
instructor, &c. invited me to take some ice and a 
glass of Maraschino. I need not say with what plea- 
sure I obeyed the command, nor hbwmuch my young 
mind was elated at her Majesty's condescension.' 

Her Majesty had a fair compliexioh, and beautl* 
ful hair. It was said at Naples, that she bore a 
strong resemblance to her mother, Maria Theresa, 
Empress of Germany. I confess I did not think her 
particularly handsome. She had the character 
of a busy meddling woman, and the reputsUion 
<^ governing the King and kingdom completely'; 
indeed, in all' matters of business he was accus- 
tomed to refer to her, saying, " Go to the Lady, 
9be understands affairs better than I do;" and 
judging by all I ever heard on the subject, he 
was in th^ Tight I 

The King was very tall, near-s%hted, with very 
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%bt eye-brows, and remarkably fair hair. He 
was veiy partial to theatricals, and when he went 
to Casserta, (one of his palaces) in which there was 
a beautiful little theatre, he often condescended 
to act in burlettas with the Queen. They uni- 
formly took the parts of the principal Buffo and 
Buffa ; the grayer and more important characters 
were filled by the Lords and Ladies of the Court* 
. His Majesty was a man of excellent heart, of 
which the following well-known, well-authenticated 
fact gives proof : — 

When making a tour of Italy, his brother-in-law, 
Joseph XL Emperor of Germany, met him at Milan. 
Joseph's acuteness led him to suggest many altera* 
lioHs in the internal government of the kingdom, 
most of which would have been improvements ; but 
some of them, although very advantageous to the 
revenue, threatened to, press somewhat hardly upon 
the subject. " I flatter myself I live in the hearts 
of my people," was the king's reply, " and I never 
will disturb their happiness by any thing which 
looks like oppression. I find in my domit&ions 
numerous natives of other countries, many poor 
jSUid wretched ; but in all the cities I have visited, I 
<hlive neither seen nor heard of one Neapolitan 
in a similar situation, — a proof, as I think, that 
they find more comfort and encouragement in their 
own country than elsewhere, which illustrates the 
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old Neapolitan proverb: '^ Chi sta bene non si 
move," (Those who are well should not cfaaaige); 

Had this monarch possessed the advantages of a 
common education, he might have done much tor 
his countiy; but it was with difficulty he could 
even write his name, aiid, consequently, he left 
every thing to the Queen, the Marquis Tenuci, his 
former and but too indulgent tutor, and the Cfae4> 
Valier Acton, an extremely clever man and minister, 
tod; above aU, as it was said, a great favouiite with 
Her Majesty. 

The King, uneducated as he was, was propor- 
iionably fond of field sports; he was perpetually 
hunting, shooting, or fishing, in which exploits he 
mns usually accompanied by Sir William Hamilton, 
to Vhom he was very partial. Upon these deca^ 
jsibns His Majesty would go out into' the Bttf^ 
with a large escort of fishernien, and not retard 
tmtil a quantity of fish was caught, which was sen!t 
to Santa Lucia (the fish-market), fbr sale. The 
convents had the ^5rst choice, the remaining part 
went to the best bidder, and the money arisil^ 
ftom the sale was distributed amongst the poor. ' 
' Another tjf his amusements was, the game of 
tP^one, whteli he often played in a court built foi* 
that purpbse, in the Largo di Castello, and* any 
peik)n decently dressed, wafr admitted to see hini. 
One day, when I was amongst the spectators, he 
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came to me, wd aidced wh^tb^ I had ever feen 
tlie game played ia Snglaud* Bat ddlfyl a3 be 
wa9 at tiiis amu^ein^pt, bp performed pne leal; 
which ^rpassed all coippfitittt)n;-r-I mean, jtjhe 
eatiQg maccaroni, of which he was veiy fi>qd« Thii 
^sAihitiop, I honestly CQnfew, fiurprUed me moot of 
any thing I had ever seen either of a kiqg or a tub* 
ject. He seized it in his fingef», twisting and pnUing 
it about, and crammmg it voi^aciousjly Into his 
mouthy most magnanimously disdainJLUg the U9e of 
<^itber knife, fork, or spoon, or indeed any ^Id eacpep^ 
such as nature had kindly afforded him. 

I^ the month of Ai^st 1779i which w4U \m 
c^^Qdemhefed for th^r lives by all those who ^i|Qf4 
jUii be ip Naples at that penod> hai^ned o«e pf thu 
xfiQ§t terrific irruptions of Vewvi^s that erer was 
i^a^oUected by man. At that time, a great fyit 
waa held in the Piazaa St. FerdCinaildp^ and the 
Laigp di Castdloy J was at the fair whm the 
mountain. first h^an to throw forth its lava» an^ 
faring the whole duration of the iiruption, I wap 
lie^ankted to be near Sir M^iUiam Hamilton, and 
this was indeed a most fortunate circumstance for 
mj^ tfff, i9d^)endent of his scientific IwQwledge, he 
was respected by all the b^faor ^lassies, and a 
favourite with the Laz^aro^i ipto the bargain, 
wlio often lamented that so good a man m¥^ be 
atemally punished, sifice he was a he)retic» 
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'' Vefittviiis coikinned io'throwup such ttb&hdaMe 
of lava, that had the wind been in a different 
direction, Naples and Portici mttst have been 
Wallowed up; for, on the opposite side, whote 
villages, vineyards, &c. were destroyed. During 
'two days the scene was nvost appalling,— horror 
-and dismay were in every countenance, and 
'despair in every heart. 

• i'Hie Lazzaroni, as usual, appealed to their pa* 
tron saint and protector, St. Januarid, and went in 
a body to the palace of the Archbishop of Naples, 
to demand the keys of the church where the figure 
of the saint is kept, that they might carry him oflF, 
and place bind vis^a-vis to the villainous mountain'; 
well convinced, that at the bare sight of his wooden 
<sountenance, it would cease roaring ! The Arch^ 
bishop, however, having intimation of their ap*» 
proaeh, and thinking, with Falstaff, that ^' the 
better part of valour is discretion," retreated by a 
private way in his carriage, and set off for his 
palace at Capua, too far distant to be followed by 
the Lazzaroni on foot; Indeed, his Eminence had 
good treasons for supposing, that had those mirrors 
of integrity got possession of the saint, they might, 
wlienhe had quelled the mountain, have carried 
their gratitude so far as to ease him of the weight 
of diamonds land other precious gems with which 
his head. and body were covered; a species of toi- 
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lette t6 whichhis ExoelleQGy was wisely unMrilHng 
to subject his SaiDtshipL 

The Lazzaroni finding themselves disappointed; 
held a council, and I saw them in an immense 
body, march to Pausilij^o, whither the King and 
Queen had retired, determined to force the Kidg 
to order the Saint to be given up to them. The 
'King appeared on the balcony to address them, but 
in vain; the Queen also (enceinte J came forward, 
but without avail. - The Royal guard and a Swiss 
regiment were ordered to disperse them ; but they 
were not to be intimidated ; neither entreaties nor 
menaces could divert them from their purpose. 
'' The Saint! the Saint! give us. up our Saint!'' 
was the universal cry. Just as popular fury was 
at its he^ht, a man appeared, whom, the moment 
they saw, the wolves became lambs ; the mob jfeU 
on their knees before him bareheaded and in totdl 
sflence. He addiessed them in the following 
conciliatoiy manner: — 

• " What do you come here for, ye infamous 
scoundrels? Do ye want to disturb our Saint, 
io his holy sanctuary, by noioving him ? Think ye, 
ye impious rascals, that if St. Januario had chosen 
to have the mountain silent, ere this, he would not 
have commanded it to be so ? Hence ! to your 
homes, ye vagrants! away! be 6ff ! lest the* Saiilt 
enraged at your infamous conduct, should order 
the earth to open, and swallow yow up !" 
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Tfads aootUng speech^ aidfid hy a kick to oni^ 
ami a knock on the head to another^ (fairly dealt 
to all within his reacfa^) dispersed them widiout a 
single murmur ! So that what the sup^&ration d 
iflieir Sovereign, backed by the soldiery could not 
effect, was accomplished by one man> armed indeed 
with superstition^ but with nothing else I 

This man was Father Rocco^ well known tb 
hteve possessed the tnost unboitnded pow^ over 
the lower orders in Nicies; of no Saint in thfc 
ediendar (St. Januario excepted,) did they stand i« 
such awe as of Faikher Rocdo. He was a sensiUe 
shrewd man, and used the power he possessed with 
great discretion. He was nittch in the conftfence 
of the Chevalier Acton»: and. the other Mbmien. - 

Previous to his time, assamnations were &f^ 
4uent at night ul the streets, which wem in utter 
ichrkness; and the Government dared not iiitcsftpe 
to^have them lighted, lest they should offend the 
Lazzaroni ; but Father Rocco undm^ook to do ib. 
Before eadh house in Naples there isb figinre of a 
Madona^^r some saint, and he had the addims te 
pers u ade the inhabitants that it was a fflar/^l 4m 
teisave tdfuem in the dark! 

tl was myself a witness tf the jfoUowipg ridiciiloiip 
soMe^ Onff evening a^oupe of Las^Emmi wtj^ 
v«ly attentively playing 9t their favourite game rf 
«P«w»i beside them was a puppet-show* iji wbi<ji 
Punch was holding forth with all hi5 might- 
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Ffldfaer Bocco snddenfy afipesred amongst them. 
The first step the holy man took, was to swecy 
nitb his pouch all the monejr staked hy the gam- 
blers ; then, tmning to the spectators of Punch, be 
bawled out, ** So, so, ye rapscallions ! instead df 
going out to fish for the Convents and support your 
families, ye must be loitering her^ attending to 
this iniipiitous Fundi! this lying varletT' Then 
liftingop a large wooden cross, suspended by hu^e 
beads round his waist, he lustily bdaboused idl 
wiUiiii his reach, lifting up the cross at intervals^ 
and crfdng out, '* Look here^ you imiaous isoguei! 
'' Questo ^ il vero PatciheUo!" ''This is the true 
Punch, you impious villains f and strange as ttdf 
mixtmre of religious zeal and positive blasphemy 
may appear, they took their thrashing with piety, 
and departed peaceaUy like good Catholics. I 
galtout of his way widi great alertness, feeling oa 
dcfeareto become a disciple of sudi a ^/irtt^oil^ school 
of rdigious instruction. 

(te the 8th of September, however, I saw a 
ndigious procession which was truly beautiful. 
The King and Queen, with tlie Court, att^ided 
by a large body of the military, crowds jafmenks^ 
Ae boys of the Conservatori, &c, went^ as they do 
annually, topay their nespects to La Madona del Fi^ 
di Grotto. Ail the balconies of the houses in the 
streets through whidi they passed were hung with 
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tapBStrj, rich silk, satins, &c and the s^ht was 
seally.stiiking and magnificent. 
► Another interesting ceremony, la Festa del la 
Nouvena, took place nine days previous. The 
peasantry. and shepherds from Abruzzo, Calabria^ 
and Appulia, upon this anniversary, come from the 
mountains in their sheepskin dresses, playing olt 
their various instruments,, some on the Zampc^na, 
(akind of bagpipe,) others on the Calassione. This 
instrument is the common one in the Neapolitan 
dominions,, and is something like a guitar, having 
however only two strings, tuned fifths to eaob 
other. .These shepherds visit all the churdbes; ami 
play their famous pastorale there, and at all the! 
principal noUemen's houses. During Christmas 
the processipns are to be seen in which they per- 
form ; amongst their pageantry they hare moveable 
stages, the machinery connected with which is 
admirable, representing the birth of our Saviour, 
the Virgin, &c. all as large as life. The e%^ 
pease of some of these processions is enormous ^r 
and .the '^ propeities," . as they would be theur 
trically called, are constantly left in families as 
heirrlooms. . ., 

As my iniBster,. whose church music was higUy 
approved of, conducted the principal chuiy^ 
festivals, I was allowed to sing at many of them» 
bei^gi a, Christiun, or, as I have before (explained 
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k» a Roman Catholic. I was delighted at 4hi0» 
not for the lucre of gain, (although they pay their 
singers lihetally,) hut because the nuns bf tlie 
consents where the pcarformances take* placiS^ 
send round trays full of delicious swedtmeats^ 
mbde by themselves. Sudb troits of female atten*> 
iion were peculiarly gratifying to me at that period. 

The profession of a nun, as indeed muny 
iffavellers have described^ is a most magnfficent 
and impres^ve sight. If the lady be of a nobld 
andrich family^ the luxury displayed on the ocea^- 
dionis excessive; she is. covered widi diamoqda/'att 
0ff iwlach^ if she does not possess them herseli^ am 
bcAXrowed) or hired for the occasion. : ^ 

i' FineroUi toM itie an anecdote so illustrative 
of the ridiculous punctilio and vanities; which som^ 
times mix' themsdves with this solemn act,.^at 
Iicamnot forbear repeating it. 

'The young and beautiful daughter of the Duke 
de Monteleone, the richest nobleman in Naples^ 
was destined by her family to take the veil; she 
^^onsented without a mcfrmur to quit the worid, 
provided the ceremony of her profe^iori Was 
performed with splendour ; and a sine qtia ndn 
was, that CaflfeMli, the great soprano singer, 
should perform at it. It was represented to her 
Uiat he had retired with a fine fortune to ' his 
4istate, in the interior of Calaliria, and had declared 
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the reasonable young lady, '^ J decdare «iy detan 
i^Uhatumrk€f»tQ tak^ the veil uiiless he does. He 
eang six yeat9 ago^ when my cotisin waa professed^ 
Md I had rather £e, than it should be said, that 
she had the first sing^ in the werld to ^n^ for 
her, and that I had not!'' l^e Mr lady nms 
trm, at¥d her ^orious nbstinB/ayw^ sacl^ that 
her falber was obliged to take a journey int^ 
Calabridr when, with mtdi entreaty, and many vai^ 
we^iy arguments, he prevailed on OaffiM^ fta 
return with tnm to Naples. He song a i^oini 
r^gma at the ceremcniy ; and the Signord having 
gained her point, cheerfiilly submitted to be'M; 
Mke a lamb to the sacrifice, to etonaal seduoLoQ 
from the gay and wicked woeM. 

In justice, however, to her taste it musi 
be said, that Cafferelli was one of tihe gveath 
est sqirano singers Italy ever produoedi He 
was a Neap^an,' and the Nea|>oUtans were vef^ 
proud of him. He amasiied a great fortune and 
purchased the Dukedom of Derate, for his nq^iaenF^ 
and buik a magnificent pakce for himself ; over 
the entrance to Whidi, was inscribed^ — 
Amphyon, Thebas, 

Ego, Domum« 

At the period of which I am now speaking, 
there were amongst the English at Naples, a Mr. 
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Stewart 'and family. He hdl taken a house fw 
three years ; but he and hia tuaaly wete going te 
sfiend the ensuing carniTal at Rome. On my 
aeisideatally saying that, bad my mtam permitted^ 
I iihdiikl have rejoiced at the opportunity of lieetng 
that city in their company,. Mr. Stewart most 
g a tooH wly offered me a seat in his carriage, and 
a cover .at his tiUe, and to being me back, free 
af :aU ekpense* I confess, my heart beat wkh 
joy at thcs {Mcoposal! I flew to my master and 
the good Father Dol|ifain, to obtain pemdsisioitfer 
tUs delig^btfid journey, which was granted, and 
vitb a few aaccfainoB oh aedommt, from the lattet^ 
MMpleted ray h^pinesm My. friend Flemk^ 
weBt^friit}l toe to the Mote* to get my Neapofitaa 
ducats exdianged fer Romctn soudi; and on the 
ftUoWiag mDcaii^ December S6di, witk a heart 
as light as my pocket, J found myself seated vA 
an exoelteBt travelling carriage, with the worthy 
Aft. Stewaift, his amiable wife and sister; a 
Courier befere* aiMl a Nei^politan carriage with the 
larvants and higgage behind iB>^-^nd, truth. 4a 

* Near the Mela is the money inmrket, where, there weif 
stalls, in which the owners sat^ with wooden bowls befim 
theni) filled with the coin of every nation in the world ; there, 
fbr a small premium, the traveller might obtain tlie current 
eash of the nation he was aboat to visit ; and thii^ *in ^many 
iMam^swtts more oon^nient llian a letter of ereAit. * ^v^U 
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say I never felt more perfectly happy in the whole 
course of my existence. 

We passed the first night at Terracina,- a 
dangerous place to sleep at during the samffiigi^ 
months, as it is then rendered dreadfuly unwhole-^ 
some, by what the Romans call the ^ tnul aria.** 
AH the inhabitants who have the means of dokig 
so, leave it during that period. Wehtwevev 
escaped, add arrived in Rome the following 
Evening, and droVe to the. Piazza di Spagiia, 
where the English usdaUy took up their abode« 
The . Spanish Ambassador always resided thdre, 
and it was so completely his territory, that- he 
could grant protection, even in cases of murder ! 
Whether in compUm^Qt to 'the Spanish Knbas^ 
or the English society, I know not, but uwp^B* 
judiced ladies were; in those days, not sviffieMd 
to live in any other quarter <rf the dty ! 
" The day after our arrival, we went to the 
Corso, :where the sports of the carnival were goklg 
on. There was to be seen the whole populdlion df 
Rome, higli and low, rich and poor, .en masque : 
the nobility and ladies in their most splendid 
equipages all masqued, throwing sugar-plums to 
the motley groupe below, which was composed 
of mountebanks, polcinellos, cardinals^ harlequins, 
&c. with music,, dancing, singing. — ^In short, I was 
in a delirium of pleasure! Every evening, we 
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visited the theatres: — ^there are two ftn* serious 
operas, the Altiberti and the Argentini, where the 
best performers are always found ; indeed, should 
the maiiager attempt to introduce any thing 
inferiw, woe be to him ! and, as these theatres 
are only allowed to be open during the camiral, 
he is obliged to pay enormous salaries, to procure 
the first singers; for the Romans will have the 
best or none; There are also two theatres for comic 
^f^eana. La Gopranica and La Valle. 

The Romans assume that they are the most 
•aapient orkics in the world ; they are certaiidy 
^tiiemost severe ones :«-«-they have no medium,*^-^ 
ilidclight or disgust. If asked whether a perform- 
ance or a piece has been successful, the answer, 
if favourable, is, ^' § andato al settimo ddo," — ** it 
i^JHiS' ascended to the seventh heaven." If it has 
failed, they say, '^ ^ andato al abbisso del inferno,** 
•pf^'* it has sunk to the abyss of hell." The severest 
^ejdtics are the Abbes, who sit in the first row of 
f tiie pit, each armed with a %hted wax taper in one 
handy and a book of the op^u in the other, and 
« dhould any poor devil of a singer miss a word, they 
call out, " teavo, bestia," — ^* bravo, you beast ! " 
^^ It is customary for tibe composer of an. opem, 
to preside at the piano^rte the first 'three nights 
;of its jierfonnaiice, and a precious time he has. of 
tit in Rome. Should any passage in the muuc 
1 strike the audience as similar to one of another 
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axap^SGCf they cry, ^' Bravo^ il kdro/'--^'' btavOf 
jrou thief r or» '' bravoy PaieaiieUo ! bravo^ Sacdiifii !" 
df they suppose the passage £ftoIen &om tbein» "^ the 
curse of God light on him who first put a pen into 
your hand to write music !'* This I heard said, in 
the Teatr<) del Altiberti, to the celebrated cdmposer 
Gazzaniga, who was oUjged to «it paltiently at tiie 
piano-forte te hearihe fiatteritig oomHuendatiDH. 

Cinmresa, who was then* idd as a cmnposer, was 
once so unfortunate as to make use txf a moTement 
in a comic opera, at the Teatro del La Vfl31e« which 
reminded them of one of his own, in an opeta com- 
posed by him for the jp'eceding camivaL An Abbe 
started 4ip, and Said, *' Bmvo« Oimarosa ! you ^ase 
welcome from Naples; by your mufiic of to-night, 
*it is ciear you hove nei&er left your trunk behind 
you, nor your old music ; you afe an escCdknt cook 
in hashingiip old dashes !" 

Pog^ die most celebmted buffo singer of his 
'day, alwi^s dreaded appearing before those stony- 
hearted critics ; however, teimpted by a large sum, 
he aocc^d an ^ffigagement at ihe Teatro del La 
Valle. He^rriv^ m Rome seme weeks ^preVibus to 
his ei^agemenl^ hfifiBg to make friauls, and fiNrm 
aparty ki'his favour; he procured ifitroductions to 
the most severe and scmrilous, imd thinking to 
find the wi^ to tbek hearts, throi^h their mouths, 
^we them (Splendid ^miars ^daily. One of them, 
atf iAibb^ he selected firdm ihe rest, as his liosom 
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friend a»d confidant ; he fed, dothed^ and suj^itied 
him with money ; he confided to him his terrors 
at appealing before an audience so fastidiovis « 
the Romans. The Ahbe assured him» that he had 
nothing to fear, a^ his opinion was looked up to 
by the whole bench ef critics, and when he 
approved, none dare dissent. 

The awfol ni^t for poor Poggi at length mrrii^ ; 
his^i^^ Athate$ took his usual seat, in his little 
locfced-np chair, in the pit It was agreed between 
them, that he was to convey to P<^gi, by signs, 
the feeiing of ;lhe audience towards him ; — if they 
approved^ the Abbe was to nod his head ; if .the 
contrary, to shake it.--^When P<oggi had sung 
bis first tsong, the Abb$ nodded, and cried, 
^^Braro! hnmssimo!'' but in the second act, 
Poggi became hoarse, and imperfect; the audi- 
ence gave a gentle hiss, which disconcerted 4he 
affirighted singer, and made him worse : on this, 
his friend became outrageous, and standing up 
W his chair, after patting 4M]t his wa^ight, «)d 
cloaing his book, he looked Poggi in the fiice, 
and exclaimed^ '^Eignor Poggi, I am the mouth 
of truth, and t^us declare, that you are decidedy 
the worst anger that ei^er appeared in Rome1 I 
also declare, that you ought to be hooted off the 
stage for your impudence, in imposing on my 
simple and credulous good nature, as you have 
done." This pi^duced roars of lau^ter, and poor 
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Poggi retired^ never to appear again, without even 
exclaiming, ^* £t tu. Brute," which he might most 
appropriately have applied to his guardian cronj. 

A circumstance something like this, took place 
at the Teatro Argentini. A tenor singer of the 
name of Gabrielli, brother of the great female 
singer of that name, was engaged there. Before he 
had got through five bars of his first song, the 
critics began to hiss and hoot, (and very deservedly 
so, for he was execrable,) saying, " Get away, 
you cursed raven !" " Get off, you goat !" On 
which he came forward and addressed the audience 
very mildly, " You fancy you are mortifying me^ 
by hooting me; you are grossly deceived; on the 
contrary, I applaud your judgment, for I solemnly 
declare to you, that I never appeared on awy 
stage without receiving the same treatment, and 
sometimes much worse!" This appeal, though 
it produced a momentary laugh, could not procure 
a second appearance for the poor fellow. 

A description of the magnificent buildings of 
Rome is not what is expected perhaps in memoirs 
such* as these ; yet it is impossible to speak of that 
magnificent city without noticing the splendid 
structures which every where strike the eye of a 
stranger. 

The Church of St. Peter appeared to me so 
magnificent, that our St. Paul's seemed but an 
epitome of it, though built on the sanieplan. When 
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the Pope chaunts the Te Deilm, assisted by the 
choir, and in some parts by the whole congregation, 
(generally possessing good voices and fine ears,) the 
effect produced is certainly sublime ; but it is in 
the Pope's chapel only, one can hear in perfection 
the divine music of Palestini. 

Like all strangers, I of course visited the Coli- 
seum, the Palazzi Corsini and Borghese, with 
their magnificent gardens, the Villa Albani, the 
Vatican, the Pantheon, and all its superb antiqui- 
ties. Before I left Naples, I was so fortunate as to 
procure a letter from a Dominican friar to Father 
M*Mahon, a Capuchin, and a very worthy country- 
man of mine ; who kindly became my guide, and 
explained every thing to me. He conducted me to 
see the house where Raphael had resided in the 
Via di Comari—to the Via Gregorina, where Sal- 
vator Rosa and Caspar Poussin both had lived, 
and also to the Trinita del Monte, where Tadeo 
Zuchero died. He had begged his way to Rome, 
but was rich enough before his death to build some . 
of the most superb palaces in that city. On ihe 
Trinita del Monte, Mengs had also dwelt, and 
painted the walls of his own bed-chamber. His 
apartments were afterwards inhabited by Angelica 
Kauffman, when she finally left England. 

We went to the church of the Saint Onofrio 
convent, where lie the remains of Tasso, whose in- 
comparable genius produced his JerusalemDelivered 
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before be was thirtj years of age; and who, it is 
said, composed verses at seven jears old ! The 
Bight of the beautiful palace. Via Colonna, the 
dwellil^ of Propertius and Virgil, near Porto St. 
IiO!reiiza,and the gardens of Mecsenas, finished our 
researches. 

Amot^t the living sights, I frequenUj saw in 
his carriage his Eminence Cardinal York, brother 
to the Pretender, but whom the Romans called 
brother of the King of England ! He bore an 
eJLcellent character, and was charitable in the 
extreme, particularly to any English who claimed 
his protection*. 

* Father M'Mahon told me a comical story of a coun- 
tryman of our*s, a Mr. Patrick O'Flanagan, who having been 
wrecked at Genoa, travelled on foot to Rome to beg assist- 
jttice of Cardinal York, and got the Cardinal's porter, who 
iVa« ft Scotdhmaai, to present his Eminence with the foUowing 
conciHatory letter. 

May it please your Sttdctify, 
I wai» cast dd sliore at Geiioa--treveHed pn foot to nome. Hearing of 
yonr Holiness's humanity to poor IrishmeD — for thirteen years I seryed 
hb Biitannic Majesty, King George the Third in the navy. God bless 
and prosper him to boot. I hate and detest the Pope a^d the I^reteoder, 
and I defy them and the deYtl and all hit works, and am, 

Your Sanctity's obedient servant, 

PAT. O'FLANAGAN. 

Fat waited until the Cardinal was going out to take his 

morning's ride, when he threw himself on his knees before liis 

Eminence, who laughed heartily at his elegant epistle, and 

ordered him twenty Roman crowns* > 
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Mr. Stewart, his family, and myself, la our 
way back from Rome, passed a ^y at Frascati. 
I was delighted with this vilh^e^ the scene of 
Paesiello*s beautiful comic opera, called La F^rasca- 
tana, particularly as it was the first ItaUan opera I 
had ever seen in Dublin. 

We returned in safety to Najdes, Mr^ Stewart 
]^H)ceeding to his house in the Chiaja, and myself 
to my worthy master, Finerolli. He seemed 
pleased to see me, and expressed a hope that I 
would now attend steadily to my studies. My 
mornings were, devoted to the Conservat(Mio9 
and festivals which wete daily celebrated in the 
different churches. My passion for music amounted 
to adoration, and as at my time of life, good or bad 
taste was easily imbibed and fixed, I was fortunate 
in never hearing any, but of the most superior kind, 
and p^ormed by the first professors of the age. 
My evening I passed generally at one of the 
theatres, if not so fortunate as to be engaged to Sir 
William Hamilton, or at some of "the great houses, 
where I had been introduced. I must say, that at 
the time I speak of, to be a native of Great Bri- 
tain, was a pas^eparkmt all over Italy ! indeed, 
the name of Englishman was held in such rever- 
ence, that if two Italians were miaking a bargain, 
it was clenched by one saying, " I pledge myself 
to do so and so on the honour of an Englishman." 
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This Wad oxisidefed more binding than any oath 
they could swear. I am sorry to say that the feel^ 
ing which then existed towards my countrymen, 
has become almost extinct, and am still more sorry 
to be obliged to admit, that in the many dis- 
graceful scenes I have witness^, the Italians were; 
not always in fault. 

Amongst the many great musical professors at 
this time at Naples, was the celebrated Schuster.: 
He was the favorite scholar of the renomme 
Ha3e, Maestro di cappella to the then Elector oi 
Saxony. Schuster, though a very young man, had 
been gent for, from Dresden to compose for Pa* 
dhierotti, at the theatre St. Carlos. The opera, 
choisen ^as Metastasio's ** La Didona abbandonata.'^ 
I recollect his taking me to a rehearsal, which 
was a crown and sceptre to me in those days. The 
opera was received with enthusiasm, particularly 
the rondo, sung divinely by Pachierotti, "To ti 
lascio, e questo addio," which was afterwards intro^ 
duced in the musical entertainment of ^' the Flitch 
of Bacon," with the. English words, "No, 'twas 
neither shape nor feature," adapted to it by my 
worthy fiiend Shield. La Didona drew crowded 
houses, but the rondo was the magnet; indeed, 
Pachiero^ti's ^nging it, was supposed to have raised 
fi violent flame in the bosom of La Marchesa Santa 
Marca, one of the most beautiful women of the 
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Neapolitan court. She was said to be of a very 
susceptible nature, and to have fallen desperately 
in love with the pious Eneas, which love he ho- 
nestly returned; this, though very pleasant to the 
pi»ties themselves, was by no means relished by a 
catain il CaValiere Ruffo, who had been cavaliere 
servente to the Marchesa, but Was fairly dis- 
missed by the rondo. He did not choose to lose 
his mistress to that tuiie, and meeting Pachierotti 
one evening on the Mola, (the fashionable prome- 
nade of the Neapolitans to taste the sea-breeze,) he 
overwhelmed him with abuse, and struck him! 
Pachierotti drew his sword, and being as good a 
swordsman as a singer, soon wounded and dis- 
armed il Cavaliere. He immediately reported the 
affair to the minister il Marchese Sambuco, who 
submitted the matter to the King. His Majesty 
was pleased to approve of Pachierotti's conduct^ 
and it was hinted to U Cavaliere, that if he 
attempted further outrage, himself and family 
nught find cause for repentance in the loss of 
their places at Court. This was decisive^ and 
the affair dropped. But Pachierotti, who lived in 
p^petual fear of assassination, though engaged for 
two reasons, gave in his resignation on the score 
of ill health at the end of the first, and acting 
Eneas for the last time, left the fair Marchesa to 
play Didona at her leisure ! 
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But to return to myself. — It is really curious 
to obeerve upon what trifling circumstances the 
greatest and most important events of our lives 
depend* I was walking one evening, with my 
friend Blake» through the Strada di Tdedo ; and 
when passing sonie billiard-rooms, he reccdlected 
that he was likely to find a person in them whom he 
wished to see. We went up stairs, and in the room 
found the famous soprano singer, Signor Giuseppe 
Aprile, who was aflowed to be the greatest singer 
and musician of the day. He was called by the 
ItaKans, and indeed every where, ** II padre de* 
tutti cantanti,"— -the father of all singers. Blake 
introduced me to him, and he very kindly invited 
us to take chocolate with him the next morning. 
When we went, he received us with great cordiality, 
,and after hearing me sing, said, '* This boy has both 
taste and expression, and I think so well of his 
abilities, that if his friends approve of it, I wifl 
take him with me to Palermo, and instruct him 
without any remuneration ; indeed, I have no 
doubt but that in a short time I can make him 
capable of earning his bread any where.*' 

Bkake was delighted at my receiving through liis 
means such an offer from so great a man. I was 
charmed at the prospect of seeing the capital of 
Sicily, and Sir William Hamilton and the good 
Father Dolphin were as pleased as either at tK- 
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happy prospect opening before ine» and cfaeofoUy 
gave their consent to my going. Our depattore wad 
to take place in four months. In the interim, Aprile 
m^de me solfeggia irith Signor Lansa, (father to the 
Lanza, who was said to be the instructor of Miss 
Stephens.) He was an excellent sk^ng master^ 
and Was afterwards brought into this coantry, with 
his family, by the Marqtns of Aborcom, for the 
purpose of instructing his daughters, and Kved 
with his Lordship's family at the Priory. 

Previous to our going to Palermo^ Aprile went 
to see his family at Albruzzo ; and at the same time 
to conduct a musical festival at Gaeta, and took 
me with him* The best professors in the kingdom 
were engaged, and I had the honour of singing a 
salva regina. The festival was most splendid, and 
had Aprile been the greatest potentate on earth, 
he conld not have been more caressed by his towns- 
men than he was. 

Gbeta is four days' journey from Naples^ and 
as we slept each night at a convent, I had a good 
opportunity of witnessing the luxurious mo(fe in 
whidi the monks of Albruzzo lived. It b^gjars 
all description ; they and their convents are pro* 
verbiaUy rich, and their country abounds in all 
good things, eiqpeciaUy wines, which are indeed 
excellent. After the festival was over, and we 
had remained a week at Gaeta, we returned to 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 REMINISCENCES OF 

Naples, not foisting in our way back our noc- 
turnal visits to the holy fathers, who repeated their 
hospitalities. 

Ort our return, I continued my attention to 
Aprile, who gave me a lesson every day, and almost 
every day an invitation to dinner; he seemed 
much entertained by my boyish mimicry, a talent 
which I possessed at that time in no mean degree. 
I went with him to visit the miracle of St. Genaro 
or Januario, iii the Cathedral ; the King and Queen, 
in state, attended his saintship. There were two 
immense orchestras erected in the church, and 
all good professors, vocal and itistrumental, were 
engaged to perform upon thes^ occasions. The 
Archbishop prays, or appears to pray, while the 
Te Deum is sung. He then displays a phial, 
which contains the congealed blood of St. Genaro; 
towards this he holds up a large wax taper, that 
the people may perceive it is congealed. The 
imracle consists, as every body knows, in thi& blood 
dissolving before the congregation, and is supposed 
to be performed by the saint himself As soon as it 
is liquified, the Archbishop roars lustily, " the inira* 
de is accomplished !" The Te Deum is again sung, 
and the whole congregation prostrate themselves 
before the altkr of the saint with gratitude and 
devoti^a,, and every face beams with delight. 

On one of those miraculous days, I witnessed a 
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ludicrous scene. It happened by some acddeiit, 
that the Archbishop could not make the mirade 
work. The Lazzaroni and old women loudly 
called on the Virgin for assistance. " Dear Virgin 
Mary ! Blessed Madona ! Pray use your influence 
with St. Genaro ! Pray induce him to work the 
miracle ! Do we not love him ? Do we not wor- 
ship him ?'* But when they found the Saint inex^^ 
orable, they changed their note^ and seemed re* 
solved to abuse him into compliance. They all at 
once cried out, " Pored di St. Genaro !'* — ^ You pig 
of a Saint ! " — ** Barone maladetto ! ** — " You cursed 
rascal !** — ** Cane faccia gialutto !'* — ^* You yellow- 
faced dog !'* In the midst of this, the blood, thanks 
to the heat of the Archbishop's hand, dissolved* 
They again threw themselves on thdr knees, and 
tearing their hair, (the old ladies particularly), with 
streaming eyes, cried, ^' Oh I most holy Saint, for- 
give us this once, and never more will we doubt 
your goodness!" Had I not been an eye-witness 
of this scene of gross superstition and ignorance, I 
really could not have given credit to it. 

Time, which flies the faster the longer we live, 
wore on rapidly even in my young days, and the 
period approached at which I was to leave enchant- 
ing Naples, where, " Wit walks the street, and 
music fills the air." Sir William Hamilton con^ 
tinued his kindness, towards me, and procured 
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IMoy letters c^ introdiictioQ for me, in additioB to 
those which he humielf ga^e me to the Prince ViUa 
Franca Pat^rno Budera> and Peterp^nsia his son^ 
the Duke of Verdura, and the Dnke St. MichdU. 
I was greatly grieved at quitting the friends I had 
acquired, particularly my faithfiil companiofi Fie* 
moig, and a Mr. Cobley, a young man who was in 
a mercantile house in Naplet* Many jmra s^r 
I had the pleasure of meetii^ him at ih^ house 
of his farother-in-kw^ Mr. Haydon, of Ply n^fowth, 
when we talked of . our youthful fo^nks ai^ 
•* fought all 4)ur hatUes o'er o^m,^' not forgetting 
the innumerable bowb of pundi wie hadxLrunk on 
the Mole, at the house of the pnetty widow Maa 
Mahon, who had ooe great attraetimi m mj ^os^ 
in addition to those of her person^ She let me 
score, and I did ''score, and spared not," ismdihe 
consequence was, that being t)om with a natwal 
genius for drinking punch, I got pretty deep into 
her bodu(; not into her bad books, however, fyr 
I paid her honourably before I left Naples. 

Aprile, his brother, Giuseppe, a valet de chaml»«, 
and myself, embarked on bosurd a poiacre, com- 
manded by a Trapani Capitano, and set «ail Sa^ 
Palermo, at which place, after a tolerable passs^, 
we .arrived on the evening of the third day ; though 
we suffered mudi by sea sickness, it was two day^ 
beiioce we were allowed to go on shore. While 
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endurkigthis delay, a number oif yonng men swam 
near our vessel^ wliile bathing. The SieiUans aK 
reckoned .the most expert swimmers and divers m 
£w*ope ; consequently it is their &yourite aoiuse* 
aaent, and they are so accustomed to it^ that (they 
^re able to remain several hours in the water. 
The Captain of our polacre UM me, that swim- 
ming actually formed part of the education of « 
I^ilian, and that with them it was an acquirement 
of equal importance to reading or writi^. 

When we were rdeased we went to the only to- 
lerable hotel in Palermo, k£pt by a Madame Mon- 
tano, a saucy old French woman. However, we 
were soon released from her den» and conducted to 
am excellent bouse taken for Apriloj m the Strada 
4fel Cassaro, near La Porta Felice. 

La &rada del Cassaro is a beautiful ab'eetf and 
lour others leading fiom it, called Le Stradi del 
Qi&atro Cantoni^ are also very fine, and. ccMitain 
the palaces of the first nobility. • At one end -ctf 
the Cassaro is the Palace of the Viceroy, a pon- 
daraus piieoe t>f arcbiteoture; and at the other are 
the Flora Gardens, and the P^rta Felice itself, 
which ixpens to the Marino, 

Aprile had the goodness to apinropriate a com- 
fortable apartment in his house to my use, and 
I determined to make the best (tf my time, and the 
favourable opportunities which presented ithem- 
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selves. I studied between five and six hours^ everj^ 
day, with the greatest assiduity ; my voice feK 
gradually into a tenor, and in a short time I could 
execute several songs which had been composed 
for two celebrated tenors of that day, Ansani and 
•David. I delivered the letters of introduction which 
I brought from Naples, and was generally ^ell 
received by those to whom I delivered them, par- 
ticularly by the Duke St. Michelli, and the Prince 
Val Guamiera ; with these noble and kind ftielidd, 
I was permitted to pass much of my time. The 
Duchess St. Michelli was accomplished and beau- 
tiful, and sang delightfully. The Duke spoke 
English fluently, and was an enthusiastic admirer 
of Shakspeare, and our old dramatic authors. 
Indeed, I was surprised to find so many of the 
Sicilian nobility had studied !l^glish. They had 
a Cassino, called the ** English Cassino," to which 
none were admitted who could not, at leasts 
. make themselves understood. 

The Palermatans are all fond of music, and 
every evening there was an Accademia di Musica 
held at some private house. I was usually invited 
to these : to be the scholar of Aprile, and an Irish- 
man, were sufficient ; but I was besides considered 
a christian. 

Every good has more or less of evil to counter- 
balance it, and amongst all my comforts, I found 
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tbe climate of Sicily warmer and more oppressive 
than that of Na^des ; indeed, when the sirocco 
Uows/ it is almost insupportable. As a proof that 
this is actually the case, the indolence and tor* 
pitude of the people during its continuance may 
well be adduced ; they are perfectly dreadful, and 
are greatly increased by the seclusion in which every 
body necessarily live ; the doors, window shutters^ 
and verhandas being almost hermetically sealed^ 
and all business and visiting at an end. Such is 
the opinion which the natives have of its baleM 
influence, that I once heard a Palermatan dilettante 
say, when obliged to allow that some music com* 
po^ed by his favourite Pigniotti, was bad—" Wellg 
I suppose I must admit it is bad ; but perhaps he 
cotnposed it during the sirocco !'* 

When the tramontane or north wind returns, 
every thing resumes its gay and beautiful appear^ 
ance, not excepting the ladies, who in general have 
brilliant black eyes and eye-lashi^s, and a fine, 
energetic, vivacious expression of countenance. 
Their costume is very becoming, and in the street 
theiy wear the Uack veil, after the Spanish 
fashion ; in the evening, they dress much in the 
French and English style, that is, the higher 
orders, who on their gala days wear a profusioa 
of diamonds. AU ranks, however, are fond of orna- 
ment, the very poorest loading their throaty witl^ 

VOL. I. o - 
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gQl4 chains, &c &c. In no countiy in the world are 
the women more fascinating. In their hospitality, 
imd Hveliness of conversation, they reminded me of 
the ladies of old Ireland ! but when they dance, 
t^r attitudes and movements are-^what shall I 
say ? — inspiration itself. I soon bc^n to find mys^ 
too susceptible to their winning ways, and my 
young heart resembled a target, in which almost 
every shot told. 

I was astonished at not finding any female 
servants in Palermo ; and when I expressed my 
Wonder, an Irish friend of mine accounted for the 
fkct by stating, that all the maid servants in that 
part of the woild, were men. It is said, that if 
the girls were suffered to go out as servants, they 
could not procure husbands. All Italians, the 
Sicilians in particular, being very jealous before 
marriage. — ^This is hardly to be wondered at m 
Palermo, fbr there are a number of beaptiful 
women among the lower order, whidi, ^' I am 
ashamed and sorry, sorry and ashamed" to mf^ 
made me eveiy Sunday very religiously pay a vidt 
to the tomb of Santa Rosalia, on Mount Pettegmo, 
^ere these good christians go dressed '^ in all their 
best," to pay their respects to their sanctified pro- 
tectress ! 

' But wink I am retracing the beaufies of the 
ladies, I am fotgettii^ my pursuits and my master. 
The opera chosen by -Aprile for his d^ut,. was 
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Sarti's Alessandro nel India, <the jealous Poro 
being a favourite character of his.) The Prima 
Donna^ La Signora Agatina Carara, was miich 
dissatisfied with his choice, and the result was, 
bella ! horrida beUa ! Parties ran h%h ! Aprile, 
justly considered as the gi^eatest of aU artists, 
h$d' a strong faction ; La Carara, one of the most 
beautifiil women of her day, and a fine singer, had 
abundance of partisans, be^des being* protected 
by the committee of noblemen, five in number, (for 
Aere was a committee there). With them she played 
lier cards so cleverly, that each supposed himsdf 
fte favoured lover ; but in all these little delicate 
arrangements she had an able and experienced, if 
not very respectable ally, in her husband! He, 
worthy soul, had but one weakness ; an inordinate 
love of gold, and the bearer of such arguments had 
eveiy thing to hope from the sweetness of his dis- 
position. I never knew any man who could bow 
se giacefiilly, or quit a room with a better air, 
wlien a nobleman called upon his cara sposa: 
•^fcMunately he was fond of taking long walks, 
and never was known to return home at' an 
Mmeasenable hour. 

• The theatre being closed every Friday evening, 
Aprile was usually invited to concerts at private 
houses^ and, as a matter of course, I went with 
him. At these parties, playing was almost as 
^(^tilaip an amusement as singing, for a ]?aro 
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bank was always held after the music was over. 
There was frequently very high play at many 
h jusc s. Suppers are also introduced, of which fish 
formed a very important feature. Their moreau, 
a species of eel, is delicious, and only to be pro- 
cured in this part of the Mediterranean; their 
tunny fish and pesce spada (sword fish) are very 
fine; and their ices, which they serve up in all 
shapes, are exquisite, as well as their Malavisa 
wine, the produce of the Liparian Isles. Since 
I am touching on the subject, I must say, the best 
suppers were given by the Princess Villa Franca, 
and the Prince her husband, an cdd man, who 
was good tempered and affable, while his .consort, 
was young and perfectly beautiful; their palace 
at the Seven Hills, a short distance from Pa- 
lermo, was magnificent, and always crowded with 
visitors during the vintage, when all is life and 
pleasure. 

Aprile had an invitation to pass a few days at 
the country residence of his patron. Prince Val 
Guamiera, in the neighbourhood of La Bageria ; 
near it, amongst many other noblemen's houses^ 
was one, I sincerely hope, the only one of its kind 

in Europe, belonging to Prince B , a sort of 

maniac; the impression it made upon me will 
never be effaced. On entering the hall, I saw the 
heads of beautiful women, and the bodies of the; 
most frightful animals ; and the body of a man 

8 
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with the head of a mastiff. The family statues 
were all fancifully clad in suits of different 
coloured marble, with red stockings and black 
shoes. The roofs of the apartments were lined with 
looking glass, so that if five or six persons were 
moving about a room, it appeared as if an hun- 
di-ed were walking on their heads. Each pane 
of glass in the windows was of a different colour, 
and even the clock in the hall was stuck into 
a giant's body! yet the rooms themselves were 
beautiful, paved with fine marble, and containing a 
profusion of china, and objects of taste and tirtu. 
The prince's dressing-room was fiUed with figures 
of snakes, scorpions, and other disgusting animals ; 
in short, his whole life seemed devoted to the study 
of the horrible and disgusting. 

I was particularly taken notice of, by Prince 
Paterno, a man of superior wit and talent; 
as well as by the Duke of Verdura. The Prince 
Peterpersia also favoured me with his patronage 
and friendship; he was a very handsome man, 
famous for his strength and activity, and spoke 
excellent English. When he was going to visit 
his estates in Catania, Aprile gave me permission to 
accompany him, on condition that I returned in a 
fortnight; we set out with a great retinue of ser- 
vants, and six of his Highness's body-guards, who,. 
I verily believe, were banditti ! However, they 



Digitized by 



Google 



8jS REMINISCENCES OF 

w^te £utliful to n^, and conducted us safely to the 
palace of the Prince Budero, his Highness's father^ 
After remaining there three days, we continue4 
our journey to Catania, to see the Prince Biscaritji 
who resided in one of the most superb palaces in 
all Sicily. I was astonished to see such a structure 
built nearly at the foot of Mount Etna, liable, at al} 
timeS;^ to b^ swallowed up by an eruption, The 
Pripce wished me to ascend the mountain, which, 
however, no persuasion could induce me to do. I 
was content to view it at an humble distance, 
I had no ambition to be deified, like the heathen 
philosopher^ for throwing myself into the great 
crater ; nor had I even curiosity enough to visit 
l\ Castagno di centi Cavalli ; I was more anxious 
to see Syracuse, Dionysius' Ear, and the scene 
of the Transformation of Acis ; but, however, we 
contented ourselves, after enjoying the Prince 
Biscaria's hospitalities for a few days, with return^ 
ing to Palermo, where we found the whole popu-n 
lation alive, making preparations for the gran4 
fete of Santa Rosalia, which was to take place in ^ 
few days. 

On the 12th of July, the saint's natal day, the 
annual festival commenced. From Aprile's house^i 
in the Strada del Cassaro, we had a fine view of the 
procession, which commenced at five in the evening, 
and passed from the Marino to the Porto Felice : aU 
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the militiary in and atoiit Palenno were assembled 
to protect it Among them^ on the present occa^ 
sion, Were a Swks regiment and the Irish brigade, 
a fine ^t of men. The car on which the saint 
was carried, was an enormous machine, drawn bjr 
forty mnles, richly caparisoned, with twenty posti- 
lions in blue and silver : near the bottom of the 
car was a lai^e orchestra; the musicians placed in 
rows above each other, the whole interspersed with 
a precious assortment of angels, saints, artifidid 
trees of coral, orange, lemon, &c. and surmounting" 
aU, on the dome of the car, and as high as the 
houses themselves, stood a large silver statue 
of the saint himself. The procession lasted till 
e%ht o'clock, when the illumination on the Marino 
commenced, the whole chain of which continued a 
BUle in length. Imagination can picture nothing 
so splendid as the fire-works, which were then 
cysplayed. On the sea stood an immense palace' 
ef fire, and all the shipping, gallies, kc. were 
brilliantly lighted up. 

The second day commenced with horse-racing,, 
of a nature to an Englishman extremely strange. 
The horses, eight or ten in number, have no riders, 
but stand in a row, held by their fine manes by 
grooms ; they are almost covered with ribands of 
difierait colours : the grooms find it difficult to 
restrain them tiU the signid is fired from the Corso. 
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At the sound of the caonoo, they start with the 
fieetness of the wind, and the sight is really beauti- 
fyl. The conqueror is led back in triumph, asd 
hailed with trumpets, kettle drums, and the shouts 
of. the populace, who vociferate, with all their 
might, " Viva il bel cavallo ! viva mille anni !*' 
(May the beautiful horse, live a thousand years !) 
All this time, the noble animal stalks majestiodly 
through the Corso, as if conscious of his triumj^ 
and the applause bestowed upon him. I have seen 
races in many countries, but none which gave me 
such true delight as those in Palermo. On thie 
third night, the Marino, the Flora Gardens and the 
four gates of the city were illuminated. There was 
music in the Chiesa Grande, where four lai^e orches- 
tras were erected, which contained all theprincipd 
musiciians in the island, and many from the kingdom 
of Naples, both vocal and instrumental ; the. whole 
was under the direction of Aprile, and there was my 
first regular appearance. I sang a mottetto, com- 
posed by the celebrated Genario Mano. Aprile had 
taken great pains with me in it, and appeared fully 
satisfied with my execution of it*. 

I - ■ • ■■ 
* It may not be thought unworthy of remark, that the first 

and only native of Great Britain that ever sang at that festival, 

or, indeed, in any church in Sicily, was niyself. Thfe circum- 

ststnee was corisidered sO extraordinary, that Aprile had my 

^me and country inserted in the archives of the church. 
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t I think wKen the church was completely iUumi- 
nated, the walls, pillars, and roof ornamented with 
artificial flowers, gold and silver paper, interwoven 
wiUi the lights, nothing earthly could surpass the 
eoup^ceU; the eye absolutely shrank from the 
splendour of the blaze. 

• I continued my old routine with my master ; 
arid going to the parterre of the theatre one evenhig, 
on seeing ^an empty seat, I sat down. A very 
pretty woman sat next to me, with whom I entered 
into conversation. At the end of the first act of 
the opera, a youtig gentleman, who, I afterwards 
found, was the Marchese St. Lucia, and the pro- 
fessed cicisbeo of the lady I was speaking to, came 
to nie, and said, " How dare you, you insolent 
feUow, place yourself in a seat that belongs to me ?" 
I answered truly, that had I known the seat to be 
his, I would not have taken it. His reply to this 
pacific speech, was a thump on the head, which I 
rq>aid with interest. But in an instant, I was 
seized, and, for the heinous crime of returning a 
blow, Was hurried to priisbn, and left there amongst 
culprits of every description. My eiitree seemed, 
to create a bustle amongst them, and I felt myself 
a personage of importance. 

About a dozen of them messed tc^cther, and 
invited me to sup with them, and I can say, with 
justice, I never passed a more joUy night in my 
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life ! They had some good pesce spada fof s^pt^r, 
and plenty of wine. They sang and told lat^haWe 
stories* Ob^ of them had been a captain of Cak- 
brian banditti, previous to which, he had been the 
hero of the pickpockets on the Laigo di CasteUo 
at Naples. He told us many of his exploits, 
and something of Ms education. When a boy, he 
had been placed at a school, where his trade 
was regularly taught. A large figure, made of 
straw, was placed in the middle of a room, about 
which were arranged watches, trinkets, pocket- 
handkerchiefs, &c^ &c. The master of the school 
(and a very great master of arts he was), stood by 
and gave instructions. No one was allowed to be 
an adept, or fit to take the field, till he could rob 
the figure without being observed, or deranging a 
single straw. 

The^ recounted many anecdotes ; the foUolvio^ 
one of the celebrated Gabrielli, though weU known, 
I cannot refrain from repeating, as she had, in con-< 
sequence, remained several days in the veiy room 
we then occupied. Gabrielli, though beautiful, gene- 
rous, and rich, had a most capricious temper. Sb^ 
was the idol of the Palermatans ; notwithstanding^ 
one evening, on which a new opera was to batve 
been performed, as tiiey were going to be^n, the 
house being crowded, and the Viceroy and court 
present, she sent word she had a head-ache, and 
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could not perform* Every endeavour of the manager 
and her friends to induce her to ftdfil her duty, only 
rendered her the more obstinate; and even tiie 
threat of a dungeon, from the Viceroy, had no effect ; 
at length, after exhausting every other method to 
restore her to reason, a guard seized and conducted 
her to prison. She told the captain of the guard, 
with the greatest sang froid, " Your Vicaroy may 
make me cry, but he shall not make me aing.** 
After remaining two days in confinement, she was 
released. But while in prison^ she feasted the 
prisoners sumptuously, and on her departure, 
distributed a large sum amongst the poorer class 
of them. It was said that she never would have 
returned to the theatre had she not entertained a 
penchant for the manager. 

This affection of her*s commenced in rather a 
strange manner. When she was performing at 
the theatre St. Carlos, at Naples, and living in 
great splendour with Count Kaunitz ; the mani^er 
wrote to her, requesting to know what terms 
she would accept for singing one season at his 
theatre at Palermo. She answered, ^ If you wiU 
build a bridge that will reach from Najdes to 
Palermo, I will sing for yoi^ not else ;" to which 
he replied, ** Madam, if you can recollect, and will 
give me a list of all those on whom you have 
bestowed favours, in the course of your life. 
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I will build the bridge you mention ; not else.** 
She was puzzled, and the negotiation dropped ; 
however, when they met, shortly after this 
free and easy beginning, they became excellent 
friends. 

I was detained in prison for three days, and 
was only liberated through great interest. 1 
TetuiTied to my master, who received me with 
his usual kindness, and applauded my spirit for 
not receiving a blow without returning it. The 
termination of his engagement approached, when 
he proposed returning to Naples. He called me 
to him one morning, and after hearing me sing half 
a dozen songs, in which he had taken great pains in 
my instruction, said, — " The time of our separa- 
tion is approaching ; your talent will now procure 
you an engagement in any theatre in Europe. I 
have written to Campigli, the manager of the 
Pergola theatre in Florence (he was also a sort of 
agent, and was, at that time, in correspondence 
with, and furnished every Italian opera in Europe, 
•with singers, dancers, composers, &c.) he will be 
glad to see you, and under his care and patronage 
yoix cannot fail of success ; because you have the 
peculiar distinction of being the only public scholar 
J ever taught. A Syracusan polacre will sail in 
a few days for Leghorn, in which I will procure 
you a passage, and will give you several letters 
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of recommendation ; and so, God bless jou, my 
good boy !" 

. I was overwhelmed with melancholy at the 
thought of leaving my kind» liberal, and great 
master. He was a man of the most honourable 
and independent mind I ever met, and considered 
an excellent scholar. He took great pains to 
explain Metastasio, and other great Italian poet» 
to me, and particularly inculcated a love of truth; 
and a horror of committing a mean action ; I may 
truly say, with Nicodeme, in the French playi 
" Le maitre qui prit soin de former ma jeunessei 
ue m'a Jamais appris a /aire ime hassesse'' 

I prevailed on him to accept, as a remembrance, 
the piano-forte I brought from Ireland ; — ^it was my 
only possession, but I declare that had it been 
worth thousands, it would hare been his ; my love 
and gratitude to him were so strong % 

♦ Many years afterwards, when dining with my dear and 
lamented friend, the late Lady Hamilton, at Merton, I had 
the pleasure of hearing of this circumstance from the illustrious 
Lord Nelson, near whom I had the honour of l^ing seated 
at table. He said, " Mr. Kelly, when in Naples* I have 
frequently heard your old master, Aprile, speak of you with 
great affection, though he said, that when with him, you were 
as wild as a colt. He mentioned, also, your having given 
him your piano-forte, which, he said, nothing should induce 
him to part with." I confess I was much gratified by the 
repetition of this trifling anecdote. 
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. The day arrived when I was to leave my belxjved 
master. He amply provided me for the voyage^ 
«od paid my passage^ giving me, at the same- time, 
thirty Neapolitan ounces, which were syffidbent to 
take me to Florence, vrhere I might expeet im 
engagement After taking an affectionate leave of 
me^ he sent his faithful valet Giuseppev a Mikmea^ 
mko had lived with him several yeisrs, in the boat 
with me, to see me safe on board. Giuseppe was a 
worthy creature, but as vain of his hair'-dressing as 
lAiQ elder Vestris waaof his dandngy.and.floiirished 
}m comb with as much grace and digmty as lelHeU 
de dance moved the tainuet de la cour. Poor 
feShw, he shed tears at parting with me, and 
said^-*-^^^ Farewell, Signor ! remember your attached 
Giuseppe; in whatever part of the world you 
may foe, if embarrassed, write to me, and I witt 
go to you. JTcan live any where, for id idassical 
hair-dressing I will yield to none, however illus- 
trious ; and thank heaven ! in these days, the comb 
takes the lead of every thing." 

The wind was fiur, and we set sail from beau* 
tifid SicUy, " where Geres loves to dwell.*' I was 
dreadfully sick during the first day and night, and 
obliged to keep below. The second, I went on 
deck, and had a view of the Lipari Islands, famous 
for their delicious wines ; Stromboli, their chief, was 
out of humour, for it poured forth volumes of flame; 
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It is said that this mountmn discharges a greater 
quantity of lava than either Btna or Vesuvius^ aiM} 
never ceases roaring! On the third morning, I 
was roused by a dreadltil Boi$e on deck ; when I 
went up, all was uproar; at last the captain UM 
me we were pursued by a Turkish galera; the 
crew, instead of working the vessel and endea- 
xrouring to escape, were on their knees, each prayiqg 
to his patron saint ! some one of which, however* 
was propitious, for a stout breeze springing up, we 
got dose in shore, and lost sight of the terriUe 
galenu After being six days at sea, during the 
last of which it blew a complete hurricane, at ei^ 
o'clock in the morning we arrived in the bay of 
h^hfsmp and lay close to the Lazzaretto.; it is: a 
beautiful building, and was thai used as an hospi^ 
t^l for seamen. After we had been visited by the 
nflloers of hefdth, I went on shore to shew my 
{wsc^iort at the Custom-house ; I had on a Siciliian 
capote with my hair (of which I had a great quan- 
tity, and which, like n^ complexion, was very 
fair) floating Qver it : I was as thin as a walking 
^tiek. A^ I stepped from the bo^t, I perceived a 
yplsBg lady and gentleinan standing on the Mole, 
makj^g observations ; as the former looked at me 
she lauded, and as I approadied, I beard her say 
po her companion in English, which, of course, she 
Iboni^ I did not understand, ^* Look at that giil 
dressed in boy's clothes !" To her astonishment. 
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I anstrefed in the same languagie, ** You are mis- 
taken, Miss ; I am a very proper he animal, and 
quite at your service !'* 

We sail laughed till we were tired, and became 
immediately intimate ; and these persons, my ac- 
quaintance with whom, commenced by this childish 
jest on the Mole at Leghorn, continued through life 
the warmest and most attached of my friends. All 
love and honour to your memories, Stephen and 
Nancy Storace ! He was well known afterwards, 
as one of the best of English composes, aid Bhe 
was at that time, though only fifteen, the prima 
donna of the Comic Opera* at Leghorn. They 
were Londoners, and their real name wanted the t^ 
which they introduced into it. Their firilier was 
a Neapolitan, and a good performer on the double 
bass, which he played for many years at the Opera 
House, when the band was led by the celebrated 
Giardini. He married one of the Misses Trusle? 
of Bath, celebrated for making a peculiar sort of 
cake, ^nd sister to Doctor Trusler, well known ill 
the literary world as a chronologist. 

The elder Storace, Doctor Arnold, and Lowe; 
the singer, opened Mary-le-bone Gardens for thfe 
performance of burlettas, &c. &c. Owing to the 
attraction of the music, and Miss Trusler's plum- 
cakes, the Gardens were successful for a time, but^ 
disagreeing among themselves, the proprietor! 
4:lQsed them, I believe, with loss. 
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When Mr. Sheridan married Sfiss Linlej, And' 
brought her from Bath, their firet lodgmg in Lon« 
don was at Mr. Storace's house, in Mar7-le4M)ne; 
and from that time a strong friendship existed 
between the families. Nancy, the only daughter^' 
could play and sing at sight as early as eight 
years old ; she evinced an extraordinary ^nius fw 
music, and Stephen the son^ for evefy thing ! He 
Was the most gifted creature I ever met with! 
an enthusiast and a genius. But in music and 
painting he was positively occult ! I have often 
heard Mr. Sheridan say, that if he had been bred 
to the law, he thought he would have been Lord 
Chancellor. 

His father sent him, wheii vety young, to the 
Conservatorio St. Onofrio at Naples, to which he 
became a great ornament. Nancy Storace had the 
singular good fortune to be instructed by Sachini, 
and Rauzzini, in England ; and after making {hto* 
digious pr(^ress under them, her father took her 
to Naples, where she sang at some of the Oratorios 
given at the theatre St. Carlos, during Lent. She 
was very well liked, and afterwards went to 
Florence, where the celebrated soprano singer, 
Marchesi was engaged at the Pergola theatre. 
He was then in his prime, and atU*actbd not oidy 
all Florence, but I may say all Tuscany. Storace 
was engaged to sipg second woman in his operas; 

VOL. I. H 
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And to the foUoWing dicumstance* weU known all 
over the Continent, did she owe her sudden ele** 
yation in her profession* 

Bianchi had composed the.^leln*ated cavatina 
** Sembianza amabile del mio bel sole/' which Mar« 
chesi sung with most ravishing taste; in one 
passage he ran up a voletta of semitone octaves^ 
the la9t note of which he gave with such exquisite 
{>oWer and strength, that it was ever after caDed 
'^ La bomba del Marches! !'' Immediately after this 
tong» Storac^ had to sing one, and was determined 
to show the audience that she could bring a bomba 
into the field also. She attempted it, and executed 
it, to the admiration and astonLshment of the 
audience^ but to the dismaj of poor MarchesL 
Cluill^li» the manager, requested her to discontinue 
it, but she peremptorify revised, saying, that she 
had as good a right to shew the power of her 
bomba as any body else. The contention was 
brought to a close, by Marchesi's declaring, that 
if she did not leave the theatre, he would ; and 
unjust as it wais, the manager was obliged to dis- 
miss her, add engage another lady, who was not so 
.andbatious <^ exhibiting a bomba. 
. Frotoi Fkuremee she went to Lucca, and from 
thence to L^ora, where I met her, and where 
she was a very great favourite. I dined with her 
and her brother the Vary memorable day of my 
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tanditig; and Stephen, who had fet WoiidterfiiUf 
quick conception, intuitivelj, as it were^ inquired 
into the state of mj finances. I honi^stiy told him 
that thej were not in a very flourishing condition ; 
. " We must endeavour to recruit them/* said he* 
I mentioned, that I had a letter ftoni Aprile to 
a Signor Chiotti, an opulent jeweBer, who was an 
iMMiteur and director of the coiicerts. He told nie 
that Chiotti could be of great use to me if I 
took a concert, and he had ho doubt the opera 
people would sii^ for nothing for ihe. Ever Warm 
aiid active, my dear Stephen introduced me the next 
day to thfe British Consul, and the Messrsi Datby, 
eminent mercantile men, residing at Leghorn^ 
brothers of Mrs. RobibsoA, the beautiful Perdita, 
alid t#o Scotch families, the Grants dnd Frazei^ 
patronized me, and I had a crowded concert 
room, — ^the nett produce, eighty zecchinoi^ ; &nd 
above all, tb me> my singing wds very much 



My time passed delightfully while I remained 
in Leghorn. The Russian fleet werfe at anchor 
in the Bay, commanded by Admiral O'DWycir, a 
distinguished seaman, and aii Irishman by birth. 
The Storaces and myself often Went on boa^d^ his 
ship, and were delighted by hearing the Russians 
chaunt their evening hymn. The melody is beauti- 
fully sitiaplcj, and was always sung completely in 
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tune, by this immense body of men. There was 
at the same time, in the harbour, a privateer from 
Dublin, called the Fame, Captain Moore: he and 
his first officer, Campbell, were Irishmen, and had a 
fine set of Irish lads under them. When Storace*s 
benefit took place, the officers and crew, who could 
be spared from their duty, to a man (and a famous 
sight it was), marched to the theatre, and almost 
filled the parterre. At the end of the opera, Storace 
sung the Irish ballad, " Molly Ahstore," on the 
conclusion of which, the boatswain of the Fame 
gave a loud whistle, and the crew, en masse, rose 
and gave three cheers. The dismay of the ItaUah 
part of the audience was ludicrous in the extreme; 
The sailors then sang " God save the King" in fiili 
chorus, and when done, applauded themselves to 
the very skies : nothing could be more unanimous 
or louder than their self approbation. 

At length, Stephen Storace took his departul^ 
for England, and I for Lucca. I was very much 
affected when I saw : him sail, and set out on my 
journey with a vfery heavy heart. At Lucca I re- 
mained two days. The country of this little com- 
monwealth is delightful : the oil of Lucca is thie 
best in Europe; the inhabitants are industrious; 
and call their country the garden of Europe. > They 
were then governed by. a Doge, whom they choose 
every two months. They always dressed in black; 



Digitized by 



Google 



MICHAEL KELLY. 101 

to save expense, though living Is remarikably d^ap. 
The baths are considered highly, salutary, and are; 
a few miles out of the town. They have a grands 
miKiical festival for the fe^t of the Holy Cross. 
An old lady, a native of Lucca, left a lai^ sum of 
money to be disposed of in the following manner : — 
every musician who came to the festival of the 
Holy Cross, (and at that time they pour in from all 
parts of Italy,) was to be paid a stated price, at so 
much a mile, be the distance what it would ! Her 
ladyship's executor had no sinecure. Pachierotti 
once sang at this festival, and was also engaged at 
the theatre. The common people of Lucca have 
the reputation of being great tricksters. They 
have a saying, '^ Sono un Luchese, ma vi sono de* 
buoni e cattivi al mio paese."— '^ I am a Luchese» 
but there are good, as well as bad, in my country.'* 
Aretin the satirist, 'yclept ** the Bitter Tuscan," 
and who hated Lucca for some slight shewn to. 
him, said, that when their best actress was acting 
with energy, she always threw one, or both of her 
arms, out of the republic ; meaning it was so con** 
temptibly smalL In my time there was a custom 
of sending presents of sweetmeats, for which they 
are famous, and oil, to all foreigners of distinction, 
who visit their town. I wished much to remain 
there longer^ but was obliged to hurry on to Pisa, 
where I arrived the foll9wing day. 
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On my arrival I immediately sought out Viganoni, 
the charming tenor singer, so well known in this 
country. He was decidedly the best mezzo carattere 
in Italy ; he was engaged at the theatre, and his 
prima donna was Signora Clementina Baligiona. 
When I detivered my letter of introduction to him, 
he took me to see her. They both behaved with 
great kindness to me, and invited me to stay a 
week at their house ; an invitation which I was the 
Inore inclined to accept, as, during that particular 
week, the festival of the Battle of the Bridge, so 
renowned and so extraordinary, was appointed to 
take place. 

It would hardly be beUeved, if it were not gene^ 
rally known, that upon this occasion, two armies c^ 
citizens, accoutred eap^a-pie, the one representing 
the army of St. John the Baptist, the other, that of 
^t. Antonio, meet to dispute the passage of a bridge 
across the Amo, and do not separate till one or 
other has conquered. The battle is real, and con- 
tested with the most inveterate obstinacy, many of 
the combatants being desperately wounded, and 
sometimes killed. 

Surdy this barbarous custom is unworthy a dvi* 
lized nation. 

• Previous to the exhibition of this extraordinary 
spectacle, Viganoni took me to see the baths, which 
are considered extremely efficacious in pulmonary 



Digitized by 



Google 



MICHAEL KELLY. 103 

cofiiplaifits. They are admirably constructed, and 
are visited by invalids from all parts of Europe, 
amongst whom are many English* Wliile there, 
a man was pointed out to me, whose head was 
shaved, and who wore the dress of a galley* 
slave, sweeping the baths. He did the most 
laborious work by day, and at night was chained 
on board a Tuscan galley, which lay in the 
Amo. This man was the well-known Giuseppe 
Afrissa, who had visited and been received at all 
the courts of Europe ; and at Vienna, had been in 
fiuch favour with the Emperor Francis I. and 
his Empress, Maria Theresa, that he sat at their 
table, and was appointed Master of the Revels at 
Schoenbrunn and all the royal palaces ! He was 
banished from Vi^ma for some disgraceful act, 
but not before he had contrived to lose at the 
gaming-table every shilling of a large fortune, 
which he had originally acquired there. He re< 
turned to Turin, his native place, where he joined 
with four notorious swindlers, who travelled into 
various countries, committing forgeries. In Eng- 
land and Hdland they were particularly successful. 
At length Afrissa was arrested in his career at 
Pisa, by a Dutch merchant, on whom he had com- 
mitted a forgery to an immense amount ; he was 
tried, and condemned to hard labour as a galley- 
slave for life. When seised, he was in company 
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with <»ie 6f liMassoeiates, a Oenoese» who instantly 

took a smaU phial from his pod&et and swallowed 

the contents. He died in great agonies. Of tibe 

fate of the rest of the gang, I never heard any thing. 

iTemember well, that the day on which I saw 

this man, I dined with SignoraBaligiona, and Signor 

Soderini» who had just returned from England, 

where he had been for several years one of the 

violin players at the Opera House, while Giardini 

was leader. He was one of the ugliest men I ever 

saw, Wljen M. Favar was first ballet-master^ 

goderini went on the stage, after the rehearsal, 

and said to him, " A|low me, nay dear Sir, to 

introduce mysejf to you; — ^you are the dearest 

fi:ien4 I havi^ on earth, — ^let me thank you a thou* 

sand times for the haiq;>iness you have conferred 

on me by coming amongst us ;— command me in 

any way, for whatever I do for you, I can never 

sufficiently repay you !*' 

The ballet-master, who had never seen or heard 
of Soderini before, was astounded; at last, he said, 
" Pray, Sir, to what peculiar piece t)f good fortune 
may I attribute the compliments and professions 
with which you favour me ?" 

** To your unparalleled ugliness, my dear Sir," 
replied Soderini ; " for before your arrival, I was 
considered the ugliest man in Great Britain." 

The ba|let-m^ter, (strange to siiy, sin^^e he really 
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was SO Ugly,) took the joke in good part, and they 
became extremely intimate ; but, amiable as they 
were to each otlier, they were universally known 
as the ugly couple ! This anecdote Soderini told 
me himself. 

I was very much stricken at Pisa with the 
resemblance which the quays of that city bear to 
those of DuUin. The cathedrial and leaning tower 
are beautiful and curious ; yet, of all places in Italy^ 
I left Pisa with the least regret ; its sombre appear- 
ance, and want of amusement, did not at all suit my 
mercurial spirits, and, although extremely grateful 
to my friend Viganoni for his hospitality, I confess 
I felt almost pleased when I quitted it 

The following evening I reached Florence;— r 
Florence too, that was to make my future fortunes, 
or un-make them quite. I went direct to an 
English hotel, kept by an Englishman, of the name 
of Me^ot, where I had a very good bed-room and 
board, at the rate of three shillings English per day. 
Immediately upon my arrival, I called upon Signer 
Cami»gli, a rich jeweller, who was alsQ manager 
of the Peigola theatre : he was besides, tisensale, 
(a broker,) and furnished theatres with performers, 
for which he received a per centage from bot|i 
manager and singer. He was very rich, and his 
influence supposed to be so great, that no performer 
dare risk making him an enemy, P^hierotti alone 



Digitized by 



Google 



10(5 RfiMWISCENCES OF 

excepted, who has declared to me, that he never 
would have dealings with a man whom he con- 
sidered, half jokingly, a trafficker in human flesh. 
But Pachierotti was at this time immensely wealthy, 
and could do what he chose. Independent of the 
fortune which his talents secured him, he was 
supposed to have received large sums from an 
English lady of high birth, who was said to be 
fervently attached to him. 

The shop of this Campigli was on the Ponte di 
Trinita. I found him at home, and delivered my 
letter from Aprile : after reading it, he told me, 
that I had just come in the nick of time, as he 
could offer me an engagement as first comic tenor, 
at the Teatro Nuovo, which was to be opened for 
the first time, the week after Easter. If I accepted 
it, I should have to perform from the middle of April 
till the end of June, for fifty zecchinos, about 23/, 
sterling, which I was glad enough to get, considering 
that the engagement was on the spot. 

I next delivered my letter of recommendation to 
Lord Cowper, who received me with the greatest 
kindness. His Lordship had most pleasing and 
affkble manners. He spent his princely fortune 
with the greatest liberality, patronizing the arts 
and artists nobly ; and indeed, had more influence 
in Florence than the Grand Duke himself. His 
Lordship invited me to dinner. Sir Horace Ma- 
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noiir, minister at the court of Tuscany, then very 
old, and Mr. Merry^ the Delia Cruscan, who after- 
wards married the elder Miss Bninton of Covent 
Garden Theatre, sister of the present Countess of 
Craven, were of the party. 

In the evening. Lady Cowper gave a concert 
to a laige party. There I had the gratification of 
hearing 4 sonata on the vioUn, played by the 
great Nardini ; though very far advanced in years, 
he played divinely. He spoke with great affection 
of his favourite scholar, Thomas Linley, who, he 
said, possessed powerful abilities. Lord Cowper 
requested him to play the popular sonata, composed 
by his master, Tartini, called the Devil's Sonata. 
Mr. Jackson, an English gentleman present, asked 
Nardini whether the anecdote relative to this piece 
of music was true, for Mr. de la Lande had as- 
sured Dr. Bumey that he had it from Tartini *s own 
mouth. 

Nardini answered, that he had frequently heard 
Tartini relate the circumstance, which was neither 
jnore nor less than this r^^He said that one night 
he dreamed that he had entered into a contract 
with the. devil, in fulfilment of which his satanic 
majesty was bound to perform all his behests. He 
{daced his violin in his hands, and asked him to 
{day ; and the devil played a sonata so exquisite, 
that in the delirium of applause which he was 
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hesiomng^ he awoke^ and flew to the itistrament 
to. endeavour to retain some of the passages, but 
in vain ! they had fled ! yet. the sonata haunted his 
imagination day and. night, and he endeavoured 
to compose one in imitation, which he called " the 
Devil's Sonata :" but it was so inferior to the so- 
nata of his dream, that he has been heard to say, 
that if he had had any other mode of gaining a 
living, he would have left the musical profession. 
I hope my being able to add the additional au- 
thority of Nardini himself, as to the truth of this 
anecdote^ will be my excuse for repeating what 
has been so ably related by Dr. Bumey. Nardini 
was the favourite scholar of Tartini, and was al-* 
lowed to possess more of his master's excellence 
than any other. 

The opera in which I was to make my appearance 
at Florence was " II Francese in Italia" — ^the 
Frenchman in Italy. I was to play the French- 
man, and ^ it was a good part. Lord Cowper ad- 
vised me to take some lessons in acting, for which 
purpose he introduced me to Lascfai, who had been 
the greatest actor of the day, but was at that time 
living in retirement at a country-house i)ear Flo* 
rence.. He undertook to instruct me, and did it . 
eon amore; nothing could exceed the pains he took 
with me, and I endeavoured by rigid attention to 
reap the full benefit of his instruction. 
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Campigli advised me to leave my lodging at the 
hotel, and placed me in the house of one l^ignor 
Cechi, his stage-manager, a very good sort of man, 
who took in theatrical peopIe.-*-^(If I might be 
allowed a pun, I should say, more managers than 
one Ao'that.) At his house I had a good bed* 
room, the use of a large drawing-room, in common 
with other boarders, with breakfast, dinner, coffee, 
supper, and as much of the wine of the country as 
I chose every day, for 1/. 15*. British money, per 
month] 

Amongst the boarders was Signor Andrebzzi, 
who was then composing an opera for the Pergola 
theatre. He was an eccentric man and a great 
genius, and his language was always technicaL 
He told me one morning that he had just calkd 
upon Morichelli, the prima donna in his opera, 
for whom he was composing a song. '^ I found 
her,'' said he» ^' in a motivo penieroso. I ap- 
proached her in andante SicUidnOf followed by a 
movement dUegretto vivace, when she ran up a 
division of abuse con spirito, and came out with 
two false fifths and a change of key so dis<^ordant, 
that I was obliged to quit the house |n a motto pre- 
atissimo, to volti subito and run down stairs, leaving 
her screaming in tempo furio^o /'* 

The rehearsals b^an ; we had a fine orchestra 
and a good company. My prima donna was Si- 
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gnora Lottinellai a native of Rome : she-Was called 
Ortabella, from her extnu^rdinary beauty ; indeed; 
X n^ver saw any thing more lovely than she was ; 
she was also a very fine singer. Signor Morigi^ the 
,primo buffo, who had been so popular in London 
in the part of the Oermato Soldier, in Picdni's La 
3uona Figliola. He was still a great actor, though 
infirm. He never sung his old song, ^ Paterio 
Giudizzio,'^ without applause ; for if the audience 
failed, he never failed to applaud himself. He 
would make his exit, clapping his hands loudly, and 
raying, " Well ! if they want taste, I do not !'* One 
thing I must say of him, pdor fellow ! during the 
whole time I knew him I never once saw him 
guilty of ebriety ! yet, having been a great fe- 
Tourite, the sober Tuscans laughed at . him and 
with him, and found aii excuse fi^r his failing 
in his misfortunes ; they said he was driven to the 
last and worst resource of the unhappy by the death 
of his only child, a beautiful girl, fuU of talent and 
promise, who lost her senses, and died in a mad« 
house in Bologna in her twenty-third year ! 
. The eventful night fixed for my first appearance 
iit length arrived. I made my debut, and received 
a most flattering reception. I was encored in two of 
my songs and a duet. Though, at that time, I would 
not have exchanged situations with the Orand 
Duke himself, I was so elated by my success ; yet 
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I Could not avoid attributing it» in a gteat measure, 
to my extreme youth, and the strong party made 
for me by Lord and Lady Cowper, and all the 
English that were in Florence ; besides, I was the 
first British male singer, who had ever sung in 
Italy, or indeed on the Continent. Several other 
persons of distinction also patronized my first ap« 
pearance, which was honoured by the presence of 
the Pretender, who entered his box before the 
opera began. He was at that titne very old and 
infirm, yet there appeared the reniiains of a very 
handsome man. He was very tall, but stooped 
considerably, and was usually supported by two of 
his suite, between whom he hobbled ; in this state 
he visited one of the theatres every night, (he had 
a box in each ;) in a few minutes after he was 
seated, he fell asleep, and continued to slumber 
during the whole perfori^iance. The Italians al-» 
ways called him the King of England, and he had 
the arms of England over the gates of his palace, 
and all his servants wore the royal livery* The 
order of the Garter, which he wore when I saw him, 
he left to his natural daughter. Princess Stolberg. 
The magnificent theatre, La Pergola, was open 
lat this time ; during the spring season, it was con- 
sidered the first in Italy. Here I first saw our old 
favourite, Rbvedino, perform with the prima doniia 
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La Morichelli, atid exopllent they both Were, in 
AnfcwSsi's comic opera, " II Viaggiatore Felice.'' 
There was another theatre^ a small one. La Via 
delCucumbera, in which Morelli had often delighted 
the Florentines with his niagnificent basis voice^ 
which, take it for all in all, was the finest I hsive 
ever heard. 

It is perhaps riot generally known, that, in the 
early part of his life, Morelli was Lord Cowper^s 
volante, or running footman. One night, wlien 
going to bed, his Lordship's attention was attracted 
by some one singing an air, from an opera then in 
vogue ; the person was seated on the steps of a 
church, opposite to his Lordship's palace : the 
prodigious quality of the voice, the fine ear and 
excellent taste displayed, astonished his Lordship. 
He ordered his valet to inquire who the extra- 
ordinary performer could be ; the valet replied^ 
" that he knew very well ; it was young Giovanni, 
one of his Lordship's volantes. His ear for 
music is so perfect," said the valet, " that whatever 
he hears, he catches instantly : he often sings to 
the servants, and is the delight of us all." The 
following morning, Giovanni was ushered into his 
Lordship's breakfast room, where he sang several 
songs, in a style and with execution to surprise 
him still more! His Lordship ordered Signer 
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Mansoli, Signor VeroUi, tad Camproni^ Maestro 
di Capella to the Grand Duke, to hear him: they 
all declared it the finest voice they had ever 
heard, and that he only wanted instruction to 
become the very first bass singer in the world ! 
" Then/' said Lord Cowper, « that he shall not 
want long, — ^from this moment I take him under 
my protection, and he shall have the best instruct 
tion Italy can afford." 

His Lordship kept his word; and for two years^ 
Morelli had the first masters that money could 
procure. At the end of that time^ he was engaged 
as primo buffo at Leghorn. He then went the 
round of aU the principal theatres with great 
eclat. At the Teatro de La VaJile in Rome, he was 
pCTfectly idolized, often singing at the Carnival. 
He was engaged at the Pergola theatre ; and his 
success, on his return to Florence, was triumphant 
indeed ! I have often heard him say, that 
the proudest day of his life was that on which 
his former master. Lord Cowper, invited him td 
dine with him. This must, indeed, have been 
gratifying to him ; but what honour does it not 
reflect on the liberality of his noble and generous 
patron! 

I had the good fortune to be noticed by Signor 
Giuarduci, the celebrated soprano^ and- he gave 
me a few lessons. He had been the first cantabilo 

VOL. I. I 
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dnger of his time, and his sostenuto singing was 
still admirable. I went to pass a few days with 
him, at a villa which, he had built, on his retire- 
ment from public life, at Montefiascone, his native 
town. From the house, there were beautiful views 
of the Lake of Balseno, and the Hills of Viterbo ; 
but the prospect most interesting to me, was the 
vineyard ! The wines of Montefiascone are con* 
sidered exquisite, and I must say, I proved my 
opinion of them by copious libations ! Fortunately, 
Signor Giuarduci was a liberal and hospitable 
landlord ; and I shall ever retain a grateful sense 
of his kindness. 

While performing at Florence, I received a 
letter from Mr. Linley, the father-in-law of Mr. 
Sheridan, and joint patentee with him in Drury 
Lane Theatre, offering me an engagement for 
five years, as first singer ; and I was on the point 
of replying to him, when I received another 
letter from him, stating, that he must reluctantly 
decline entering into any engagement with me 
for the present, as he had received a prohibition 
from my father, who even threatened to take 
legal means to prevent it ; which, my being under 
age, allowed him to do. I thought this both 
hard and unaccountable, but, as there was no 
xemedy, I was obliged to submit. I a£tarw«fds 
learned tiiat this gave great mortifiostaon to 
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Stephen Storaoe, who was in England^ and th^ 
ojiginator of the offer to me* 

At the latter part of June, my engagement 
ended at Florence ; but my friend Campigli told 
me, he could offer me an engagement for the 
Teatro Saint Moise, at Venice, as first tenor 
smger in the comic opera. This pleasing intel- 
ligence I received most graciously, and gladly 
accepted the engagement. 

During July and August, I was on the pavi, 
without an engagement ; but I had youth, healthy 
and high spirits, with certain zecchinos remaining 
in my pocket to give them play: add to these, 
that I had very good friends in Florence ; Lord 
Cowper's house was always open to me, as was 
that of our Ambassador ; and the Polish Prince, 
Poniatowski, a fine young man, who spoke 
Eng&h fluently, invited me to his concerts and 
dinners, and gave me frequent marks of his 
esteem. There was also a Mr. Faulkner, who 
was very kind to me, and who feasted the Floren- 
tines sumptuously. 

Florence is a delightfiil place to live in, the 
climate is pure, the country charming, and the 
city magnificent. In my time, the Trinita Bridge 
(the most beautiful bridge in the world, built 
entirely of white marble, and adorned with four 
fihe statues, representing the Seasons,) was the 
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constant place of resort for serenaders of all 
descriptions. Every square, street, indeed every 
comer of this superb city, is fiUed with statuary, 
architecture, and paintings, by Michael Angelo, 
Bandinilli, Benvenuto Cellini, &c. &c. In the 
fifteenth century, a rich merchant called Pitti, 
built the fine palace which still bears his name ; 
but overwhelmed by the expense, he became a 
bankrupt, and the palace was purchased by the 
Medici family. It has continued ever since the 
residence of the Grand Dukes of Tuscany. 

The Dominican church was richly hung with 
striped silk, red and yellow. The monks of the 
convent had in it an apothecary *s shop, in which 
they made up medicines, of the best quality, 
and sold them at a very cheap rate : they also sold 
all kinds of perfumery. The church of St. Marc 
is a very fine structure ; the remains of the cele- 
brated Politian are buried there. 

The Cassano Wood, something resembling our 
Hyde Park, is a delightful ride, where the nobility 
drove their own carriages; on the holidays par- 
ticularly, the whole population of Florence assem- 
bled there ; and there II Commandatore Pazzi, a 
nobleman of immense fortune, used to exhibit his 
coachmanship, driving his phaeton with six cream- 
coloured horses, which he managed with great 
dexterity. The Baboli Gardens were much fre- 
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quented in the evening, and were very beautiful. 
The peasantry of the eOvifons of Florence are 
considered rich, and aU, in a greater or less 
d^ree, gifted with a talent for poetry. No young 
inan would dare to approach his mistress if he 
were not able to declare his passion iii verse, or 
improvmsare on her beauties ! 
f During my idle time, I went with a large 
party to Forligani, about twenty-five miles from 
Florence, in the upper Val di Amo, to witness 
the grand festival, in honour of Santa Mas- 
sinina. It is a curious fact, that for months 
sixteen or seventeen thousand of the peasantry are 
kept in training to represent the story of David 
and Goliath. They form two grand armies, the 
Philistines and the Israelites. Their kings, princes, 
&c. are all dressed magnificently in ancient cos- 
tume, with ancient martial instruments, &c. on 
both sides. The Programme was very clearly 
made out, and well executed. The whole of the 
challenge, David's acceptance of it, his breaking 
his adversary's head with a stone, and then 
cutting it off with his own sword, were all 
performed in very excellent pantomime. After 
the general battle and route of the Philistines, 
the Israelites return, and place David in a 
triumphal car ; his prisoners following, amidst the 
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clang of martial instruments, and the shouts of 
between twenty and thirty thousand people. 

From this extraordinary fSte, I went for three 
days to Sienna, a very pretty city, remarkable 
for the beauty of its women. The natives of 
this town have none of the coarse guttural manner 
of speaking which prevails in Florence, and other 
parts of Tuscany ; indeed, they speak the purest 
Italian, and in the most common conversation fall 
into jpoetry. Ask a Siennese the way to the town, 
•^he answers, 

" Varca il fiume, 
Passa il monte, 
Aver^ Sienna 
NeHa froatc." 

The landliord of th^ inn where I put ups took me 
to see a tomb in the citthedral, bearing the foUow- 
ii^ e^taph, — a hint to wine-bibbers : " Wine givea 
life! it was death to me. I nevar beheld the 
morning sun with sob^ eyes ; even my bones wet 
thirsty. — Stranger ! springe my grave with wine ; 
empty the cup, and depart.^ 

While I staid at Florence I had the honour of 
being intimate witihi a rich Jew, of the name of 
Jacobs ; h^ had two beautiful daughters, fine must-4 
cians, and lived amongst his tribe with spIen^Sd 
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ho^italily. The Jews enjoy more privileges in 
Florence than in any other catholic country I ever: 
was in. 

When I quitted Florence^ wishing to pass a 
short time at Bologna, on my way to Venice, 
I nmde an agreement with a vetturino, who had 
tbree excellent mules, to take me to Bologna ; and 
set out, under his guidance, upon my journey. 
We travelled rather slowly ; but the roads over the 
Appenines were rugged and steep. The beauty 
and sublimity of the prospects, however, compen* 
sated amply for the difficulty, or even danger, of 
crossing their snow*covered summits. On the top 
of one was a convent, where we slept the first 
night, and found a good supper and a hospitable 
welcome. My vetturino, I must confess, was some* 
what of a convivialist, and, to beguile the time, 
sang Tasso and Ariosto's beautiful verses, with Sten- 
torian lungs, even up to the very gates of Bologna. 

Bologna la Orassa, so called from the luxu- 
rious country in which it stands, its plenty and 
cheapness, is a very fine city. There are piazzas 
on each side of the street, which guard passengers, 
equally from sun and rain; those in the city of 
Chester resemble them in an inferior degree. The 
principal curiosities are the leaning tower, so often, 
described. 
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' The morning after mj amval, I sought dai the 
house of SignoT'Passerini) to whom I had a letteiv 
the purport of which was, to request he would 
place me in a cheap and convenient boardii^ house 
for the short time I had to remain in Bologna* 
To my surprise I found he' was a hair-dresser^ 
but it gave me great pleasure to find in him the 
father of my respected singing-master, Signor 
Passerini, who, as the reader will remember, was 
one of my first instructors. The old man was 
delighted to hear me repeat anecdotes of his son^ 
whom he had not seen for many years ; and I w^ 
so gratified to find something like an acquaintance 
in the old inan, that I took lodgings in hb house> 
Inhere I had a neat first floor> three meals a day, 
and wine at discretion, (as the French say of bread,) 
for 1/. 8^. British per month. His shop viras in a 
Central situation, and the high temple of gossip. 
Numbers of theatrical and literary people fre- 
quented it. There I was introduced to Lovatini, 
whose fame was so great in England, and to Signor 
Trebi, also a very popular singer : they were 
natives of Bologna, and had retired from pubHc 
life with very ample nieans. 

One morning, sitting very quietly in my dressing 
gown in the shop, to have my hair dressed, I sud- 
denly heard " The Pope! the Pope !" cried out frOih 
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e\&j quarter. His Holiness had arrived the day 
before from Rbme, and was now on his way to visit 
Cardinal Buona Compagnia. Regardless of my ap- 
pearance, my hair half dressed, my face covered with 
powda:, my dressaoig gown the same and flying open, 
I rushed out of the shpp, and ran after the carriage of 
his Holiness, even to the very gates of the Cardinal's 
palace. I was not a little flattered at seeing how 
completely I divided public attention with his 
Holiness. Fancying myself to be " a marvellous 
proper man," I placed this to the score of my per- 
sonal attractions ; but certain s3rmptoms of laugh- 
ter, which ended in roars, referred me to my dressing 
gown fcHT an explanation, and I retired at full speed, 
lai%hing, too, I confess, although rather mortified 
to find that I had given more entertainment than 
I receivied. 

The theatre, which is one of the largest in 
Europe, was open, and I saw Cimarosa's beau- 
tiful opera, *^I1 Falegname," ably performed by 
three great bufia singers — ^Mandini, Blassi, and 
Leperini. At this period, Bologfia was the mart 
(the carnival beii^ over in all other places) to 
which actors from all parts of Italy resorted, to 
make their future engagements. The large Cafe 
de' Virtuosi was fiUed with them firom morning till 
night, and it was really amusing to see them swarm 
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round a manager tte moEient he entered. I passed 
much of mj time there, and there first saw and 
heard the two extraordinary blind brothers, called 
•* Le bravi Orbi." They were natives of Boh^a» 
and during the spring and summer travelled to 
Rome, Naples, Venice, &c. ; their talents werei 
everywhere held in the highest estimation : the one 
played the violin with exquisite taste, the other 
the violoncello with such wanderful execution, aa^ 
to have obtained from the Bolognese the additional 
cognomen of ** Spacca note*' — ^ Split note." I 
never missed an opportunity of hearing them. 

Signor Lovatini took me to see the Speoofai 
Museum, which the Bcdognese consider the. finest 
in the world. I was astonished to hear that the 
wax figures there, were the work of a female a 
native of the town. I also saw the church of La 
Madona della Santa Luda, where she is to be seen 
as large as life ; the church stands on a hiU, and» 
to guard La Madona from bad weather, when sho 
is carried in procesnon, a covered way, nearly six 
miles in lei^h, has been built as an approach to iHL 

1 had a letter to deliver to a Bolognese nohle^ 
man, l^gnor Ferussini, a singular chancter* 
though a very worthy man ; he was frighifiiUy i^ly 
and hump-backei^ yet he was afflicted wtt3x tha 
^^ase of supposing every woman who saw him 
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in l6v^ with him ; as he was rich, he spared no 
expenst in adorning himsdf, in order to set off 
his choffM to the best advantage. I was waiting 
for him one morning, when he came from his 
toilette^ dressed in a new suit of the richest and 
most expensive quality — painted, patched, and 
made up in every possible way. He placed him- 
self he&xe a lai'ge mirror, and indulged himself 
thus : — ** I am handsome, yomig, and amiable ; 
the women f(^ow me, and I am healthy and 
rich — what on earth do I want?" — " Common 
sense, you rascal," said his father (who had just 
entered the room) in a fury, and immediately 
knocked him down. Even the immortal Liston 
might take a lesson in the ludicrous, from my asto^ 
nished Adonis ! 

I found here by accident Signora Palmini^ the 
prima donna, who was engaged to sing with me at 
Venice. We agreed to travel t(^ther. She was a 
very handsome woman, though on a large scale; 
her husband^ au contraire, was a diminutive, shri^ 
veiled old man^ and jealous in the extreme: he,, 
with her mother (an ugly old body), a little black 
boy, a servant, and a lap d<^, composed her suite* 
With these rational and pleasing companions did I 
embark in the canal passage-boat from Bologna to 
Ferrara ; it was drawn by horses, and nearly half 
the time employed in getting through the locks. 
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When we arrived at Ferrara, we determined on 
remaining there a day, to look about us : and 
accordingly left our boat, and went to the Hotel de 
St. Marc ; we had a very good dinner, and a very 
merry landlord. He told us many stories in his 
talkative way : amongst others, one of the nuid 
poet, Ariosto, as he chose to call him. 

It appears that Ariosto, one day passing a potter's 
shop in Ferrara, heard the owner singing a stanza 
of the Orlando Furioso. Attracted by his oWn 
poetry, he listened, and found that the potter man- 
gled it most miserably, rendering a most beautiful 
passage rank nonsense. This so enraged the poet, 
that, having a stick in his hand, he laid about him 
lustily, and broke every thing he could reach. 
When the poor devil of a potter expostulated with 
him for destroying the property of a man who had 
never done him any injury, he replied—^" 'Tis false,, 
you have done me the de^st injury; you have 
murdered my verses; — I have caught you in the 
very fact.*' When pressed to pay the poor man for 
some of his property, his only answer was — " Let 
him learn to sing my poetry, and I will leave alone 
his pottery." 

Ferrara, called Ferrara la Civile, had some 
noble buildings in it, and fine wide streets, but 
so thinly peopled that the grass actually grew 
in many of them. The greater part of the inha- 
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bitants wore long swords, which they still call 
Andrea Ferraras, and were in general expert 
swordsmen. The place was so miserably dull, that 
I was glad when the morning came, and we 
set off in a coach for La Ponte del Lago Scuro, 
where we arriyed in the evening, and embarked 
again in an excellent barge on the river Po. We 
had a number of passengers on board — ^friars, Jews, 
singers, dancei's, &c. &c. all mirth and jollity. A 
good dinner and supper were provided on board, 
and each found good spirits, dancing and singing. 
From the Po we got into the Adigo, and from that 
river entered the Laguno leading to Venice. 

Venice! dear, beautiful Venice ! never shall I 
forget the sensations of surprise and delight which 
I experienced when I first caught sight of thee! 
thy noble palaces ! thy magnificent churches, with 
their cloud-capt spirqs ! appearing as if just arisen 
from the. sea, and floating on its surface ! Years 
and years have passed away, yet I still call thee, 
dear, beautifiil Venice. 

On our arrival, we anchored near the bridge of 
the Rialto ; I and my travelling companions took 
up our abode at the Hotel, called the Queen of 
England. After dinner, the caro sposo of my 
prima donna went to inform the manager of our 
arrival. He soon returned with the face of him 
who " drew Priam's curtains in the dead of night," 
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and told us that our manager^ he hf whom we 
" were to live, or have tio life/* was not to be 
found! That not being able to make his deposit, 
he was unable to make his appearance, and that 
we had *^ all the world before us where to choose/' 

Here was a pretty coup for a man with five 
eecchinos in his pocket. To render the destruction 
of our hopes intelligible, I must explain, that so 
many needy speculators had taken the theatre, 
and failed, leaving their^ performers destitute, that 
the Senate had felt it necessary to interfere, and 
had appointed a person, under whom the following 
regulations were to be strictly observed :— The 
person proposing to take the theatre, was com- 
pelled to give in a list of his performers, their 
salaries, &c. together with every estimated expense 
attending his proposed arrangements ; and then 
was forced to give security, or actually deposit 
money to the amount so stated, before he could 
procufie a licence to open the doors ! 

My prima donna, her caro sposo, mamma, little 
black boy, lap^log, &c« returned to Bologna, as 
the most likely place to procure another eng£^^ 
ment. And here was I left in Venice with the 
i^heering prospect of being six months, (the period 
for which I was engaged) without employment ! 
I was pennyless ! It is true I had a few good 
clothes, and a small stock of linen ; but then I 
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had a large stock of spirits, and felt no poverty 
in the article of conceit; there, indeed, I was 
affluent, and stood mighy weR with myse^y for 
hope, the '^ nurse of young desire,'' never forsook 
me. And I had a jHresentiment that somethii^ 
£EMrtunate would turn up for me ! 

In the boat frcmi Fernura there came with us 
a young man of the name of Lampi^ri, a fine, 
g^aerous-heaited £dlow, the son of a silk-merchant 
at Florence, on his way to visit his unde at 
Trieste. He was lK>und to Venice to take a 
passage for that place, and as we had formed 
a sort of friendship on board, and he wished to 
stay a few days to see what was to be seen, we 
agreed to live together* A friend of his, a good- 
natured fellow, who was to act as Cicer<Hie, pro^ 
cured me a lodging on a cheap scale, and we dined 
every day at a table d*h6te. 

Morelli was then engaged at the Teatro St. 
Samuel. Lampieri, who had known him in Flo- 
rence^ introduced me to him, and he procured us the 
freedom of his theatre. He again introduced me to 
SjgQOir Michael de T Agato, manager of the theatre 
of St. Benetto, the first serious opera-house, (the 
Fhenice theatre was not then built,) who politely 
gave the entrie before and behind the curtain to 
myself ^md companion. This was a source of 
great delight to me. The first opera I saw 
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there was Orpheo and Buridice. Orpheus wad 
performed by Rubinelli^ a native of Brescia ; 
hb fine contre-alto voice has never been sur-* 
passed/ and he was an excellent actor as wett 
as a sound musician. The prima donna was 
Signora Banti, who had just then returned from 
JLiondon, where she had been engaged at the 
Opera House. As many of my readers doubtless 
remember, she had a finely-marked countenance^ 
and a noble soprano voice, but was no musician. 
The difficulties arising from this deficiency she 
obviated by an extraordinary quickness and 
niceness of ear, perfect intonation and strong 
feeling. She played Euridice finely. The music 
of this opera was by Bertoni; one duet between 
Banti and Rubinelli was almost the most exqui- 
site treat I ever received. Two such voices I 
never heard before nor since. When a superior 
contre-alto voice and a fine soprano unite in a 
duet, nothing can surpass the effect ! 

The Venetians are in general adorers of music, 
and Venice, one of the first cities in Europe for the 
cultivation of that art. It is famous for its female 
conservatories, of which there are four, which are 
in fact foundling hospitals, supported by wealthy 
citizens, &c. where the girls are maintained and 
educated ; some are married from them, and those 
who display strong talent for music, are instructed 
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by the very best masters. They gave concerts 
every Sunday evening, and on festival days ; I heiard 
two, one at La Pieta, the other at La Mercan- 
dante — the former celebrated for its fine orchestra, 
the latter. for its singers. At La Pieta there were 
a thousand girls, one hundred and forty of whom 
were musicians : all the instruments were charm- 
ingly played by girls. The churches were crowded 
on those occasions; and while the performance 
was actually going on, the most perfect silence 
was observed ; but, at the conclusion of a piece 
of music, which excited their approbation, the 
audience expressed it in the most extraordinary 
manner, — ^they coughed aloud, and scraped their 
feet on the ground, for some moitients, but did 
not utter a word ! which seemed to me a prac- 
tical mode of pointing out the beauty of concord in 
opposition to the horrors of discord. 

Michael de Y Agato, who was, as I said before, 
the manager of St. Benetto, invited me to dine 
with him tete-a-tete. He expressed a friendly 
feeling for me, and gave ine advice, which sub- 
sequently I found of the greatest utility to ihe. 
" In this city," said he, " you will find innumer* 
aHe pleasures ; ydur youth and good spirits will 
lay you open to many temptations; but against 
one thing, and one thing only, I particularly cau- 
tioft you :-^never utter one word against the laws 

VOL. I. K 
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or cnstoias of Venice, — do not suffer yourself to be 
betrayed even into a jeston this subject* You never 
know to whom yt^u speak ; in every comer spies 
are huidng, numbers of whom are emplbyed at a 
high price to ensnare the unwary, and report the 
language of strangers ; but with no other protec^- 
tion than a silent tongue, you may do what yon 
like, and enjoy every thing without molestation. 
I will relate an anecdote," added he^ ^ winch wiM 
give you some idea of our police." 

^' A countryman of yours came to this dty, 
accompanied by a Swiss valet ; he took up his resir 
dence at the ScudadiFrancia. On his retumhon^ 
one evening, he found his writing desk baraken 
c^n, and a large sum of money taken firom it* 
After making peaceable inquiries, without effect, he 
flew into a violent rage, chaiged the landlord and 
waiters, &c. with being thieves ; but above aU, he 
called them Venetian thieves, and cursed himself 
for having come into a country where the property 
of a traveller was not safe even in his own hotel. In 
the height of his wrath he dismissed his valet for 
going out and leaving the door of his apartment 
unlocked ; and having thus vented his displeasure, 
thought the matter ended ; but not so. On the 
third morning after this event, he was roused out 
of his sleep by the officers of the Inquisition, who 
informed him, that he must go immediately befiore 
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the three grand itiquisitors. His feelings wei-e not to 
be envied when hoodwinked^ he was led on board 
tL gondola, and thence into a room hung with black, 
ti^ere 6at his judges. After due preparation and 
srolemnityi and a severe lecture on the enormity of 
the abuse which he had uttered agi^nst the Venetian 
ttaite, its laws, and sufagect^, he receired a peremp- 
tory order to quit its territories in twenty*four 
hours ; this he of course tremblingly promised to 
obey ; but just as he turned to leave the tribunal, 
a curtain was Suddenly drawn aside, behind Which 
ky the strangled corpse of his Swiss valet, and the 
stolen bag of money by his side-** I confess this 
instance of the summary mode of administering 
justice in Venice, made a deeper impression upon 
me than all the good Signor^s advice. 

About this time I wrote to my father, acquaint- 
ing him with the situation in which I was left, and 
requesting a remittance, and gave my address to 
the care of Si^or Zanotti, at the Hotel La Re^na 
di Inghilterra. 

Venice! dear beautifhl Venice! scene of har- 
mony and love ! where all was gaiety and mirth, 
revelry and pleasure, with what warm feelings do 
I recal thee to my memory ; day and night were 
the gondoliers singing barcarolles, or the verses of 
Tasso and Ariosto to Venetian airs ; barges flifl di 
musicians on the Grand Canale, serenading their 
enamoratas; the Piazasa of St. Marc brilliantly 
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lighted up ; ten thousand masks and ballad singers ; 
the coffee houses filled with beautiM women, with 
their cicisbeos ; or if alone, unmolested, taking their 
refreshments and enjoying themselves without 
restraint. Venice was the paradise of women, and 
the Venetian women worthy of a paradise at least 
of Mahomet's. They were perfect Houri ; and the 
Venetian dialect, spoken by a lovely woman, is the 
softest and most delicious music in the world to 
him whom she favours. In short, a Venetian 
woman, in her zindale dress, well answers young 
Mirable's description in the play of the Incon- 
stant, " Give me the plump Venetian, who smiles 
upon me like the glowing sun, and meets my 
lips like sparkling wine ; her person shinii]^ as the 
glass, her spirit like the foaming liquor." 

My friend Lampieri received a letter from his 
uncle at Trieste, desiring him to proceed thither 
immediately ; this was bad news for me ; for besides 
the loss of my agreeable companion, I felt that I 
should lose his pecuniary assistance, which, 'though 
somewhat of the smallest. Master Matthew," as 
Bobadil says, was generously and frankly given. 
A Bagusan polacca was to sail in about a week, 
on board of which he took his passage ; the inter- 
mediate time we resolved to pass in pleasure ; 
the mornings we usually spent on the Rialto^ — 
it was a favourite lounge, crowded with shops, 
where merchants of all countries meet. It is their 
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exchange, and a scene of continual bustle, crowded 
with Christians, Turks, Armenians, and Jews. The 
latter enjoyed but little liberty in this city,'^they 
were obliged to wear a piece of red cloth in the 
hat, by way of distinction, (which, considering how 
much the hand of nature has done for them in 
that way, seems superfluous,) and to live in a par- 
ticular quarter called La Giudica, and were obliged, 
under a heavy penalty, to be in their houses before 
sun-set. 

When Lampieri was forced to go, I was unhappy 
enough ; my finances were becoming deplorable, 
and I was obliged to part with a kind and dear 
friend. I saw him on board the polacca, and 
took leave of him with an aching heart. He 
had expended almost his last ducat, and I had 
but two zecchinos left wherewith to fight my way 
through this wicked world. My spirits, for the 
first time, deserted me : I never passed so miserable 
a night in my life, and in shame of my " doublet 
and hose,** I felt very much inclined to " cry like a 
child.^. While tossing on my pillow, however, I 
chanced to recollect a letter which my landlord of 
Bologna, Signor Passerini, had given me to a 
friend of his, a Signor Andrioli : for, as he told 
me, he thought the introduction might be of use 
to me. 

In the morning, I went to the Rialto cofifee*^ 
house, to which I was directed by the address of 
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the lett^. Here I found the g^itleman who w» 
the olgect of inj search ; after reading my creden«- 
ti«]b very graciously, he smiled, and requested one 
U> take a turn with him in the PiazM St. Marc. 
He wa$ a £ne looking man, of about »xty years 
old, I remarked there was an aristocratic manner 
about him, and he wore a very laige tic-wig, 
well {powdered, with an immensely long taiL He 
addressed me with a benevolent and patronizing^ 
air, and told me that he should be delighted to be 
of service to me, and bade me from that moment 
consider myself under his protection. " A little 
bui^essj^" said be, '' calls me away at this moment, 
but if you will meet me here at two o'clock we will 
adjourn to my CasdnOj, where, if you can dine on 
one dish, you wflj perhapQ do ase the favour to 
partake of a boiled capon and rice. I can only 
offer you that; perhaps a rice soup, far which my 
cook is famous ; and it may fae^ just one c»r two 
tittle things not worth mentkoing. '' 

A boiled capou'-rice soup—other littte things, 
thoijght I,~manna in the waderaess I I strrfled 
about, not to get an appetite, £at that w&s ready, 
but to kiU time. My exceHent, hospitable, long- 
tailed friend^ was puaetual to the moment; I 
joined him, and proceeded towaords his ra^dence. 

As we were bending our steps thither, we hap- 
pened to pass a Lugaajgera's (a ham*«kop) where 
ttere was some ham retrfiy dressed in the window. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lifICHA£L KELLY. 1S5 

My powdered putraB paused^-^it was an awful 
pause; he reoonnoitred, examined^ and at last 
aid, ** Do you know, Signor, I was thinking that 
some of that ham would eat delidously with our 
capon :<^I am known in this ndghbourhood, and it 
wouU not do Ibr m^ to be seen buying ham*^^4Mit 
do you go in, my child, and get two w three pounds 
of it, and I will walk on, and wait tor yon. 

I went in of course, and purchased three pounds 
of the ham, to pay for which, I was oU^d to 
change one ai my two zecchinos. I carefully fokled 
up the precious viand, and rejoined my excellent 
patron^ who eyed the relishing slices with the 
air of a gourmand; indeed, he was somewhat 
diffuse in his own dispraise for not having recol«- 
kcted to oi:der his servant to get some before he 
left home. During this peripatetic lecture on gas*^ 
taronomy, we happened to pass a cantina '^•^^ln plain 
English — a wine cellar. At the door he madel 
anoth^ fuU stop. 

^' In that house," stoid he, ''they sell the best 
Cyprus wine in Venice, — peodiar wine,«-*-a swt 
of wine not to be had any where else; I shovdd 
like you to taste it; but I do not like to be seen 
buying wine by retail to cany home ;'^^go in your- 
self buy a couple of flisfcs, and brmg tiiem tomy 
Ca8sino, nobody hereabouts knows you, and it 
won't signify in the least" 
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This last request was quite appalling ; my pocket 
groaned to its very centre : however, recollecting 
that I was in the high road to preferment, and 
that a patron, cost what he might, was still a 
patron, I made the plunge, and, issuing from the 
eantina, set forward for my venerable friend's Ca*- 
smo, with three pounds of ham in my pocket, and 
a flask of wine under each arm, sans six sous et 
sans souci f 

I continued walking with my excellent and 
long-tailed patron, expecting every moment to see 
an elegant, agreeable residence, smiling in all the 
beauties of nature and art ; when, at last, in a dirty 
miserable lane, at the door of a tall dingy-looking 
house, my Maecenas stopped, indicated that we 
had reached our journey's end, and, marshalling 
me the way that I sboidd go, began to mount 
tliree flights of sickening stairs, at the top of which 
I found his Cassino,— it was a little Cas, and a 
deuce of a place to boot, — in plain English, it was a 
garret. The door was opened by a wretched old mis- 
creant, who acted as cook, and whose drapery, to 
use a gastronomic simile, was *^ done to rags." 

Upon a ricketty apology for a table was placed a 
tattered cloth, which once had been white; and 
two plates ; and presently in came a large bowl of 
boiled rice. 

"Where's the capon?" said my patron to his man* 



Digitized by 



Google 



MICHAEL KlELLY. 1S7 

"Capon!" echoed the ghost of a servant — 
^the '' 

" Has not the rascal sent it ?" cried the master. 

** Rascal !" repeated the man, apparently ter- 
rified. . 

** I knew he would not,*' exclaimed my patron, 
with an air of exultation for which I saw no cause ; 
** well, well, never mind, put down the ham and the 
wine, with those and the rice, I dare say, young 
gentleman, you will be able to make it out.^-I 
ought to apologize — ^but in fact it is all your own 
fault that there is not more ; if I had fallen in 
with you earlier, we should have had a better 
dinner." 

I confess I was surprised, disappointed, and 
amused ; but, as matters stood, there was no use 
in complaining, and accordingly we fell to, neither 
of us wanting the best of all sauces— appetite. 

I soon perceived that my promised patron had 
baited his trap with a fowl to catch a fool ; but as 
we ate and drank, all care vanished, and, rogue 
as I suspected him to be, my long-tailed friend 
was a clever witty fellow, and, besides telling me 
a number of anecdotes, gave me some very good 
advice; amongst other things to be avoided, he 
cautioned me against numbers of people who, in 
Venice, lived only by duping the ijnwary. . I 
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thoifight ihk eouBsel came very ill fram him. 
** Above all,*' said he, ** keep up your spirits, and 
recollect the Venetim proverb, Cento anni di 
matineotiia non pagera qn soldo de' debiti" — *^ A 
hundred years of melancholy will not pay o&e 
fartb^of debt/' 

After we had regaled ourselves upon my ham 
and wine, we separated ; he desired me to meet him 
tiie following momii^ at the coffee4Kmse, and told 
me he would give me a ticket for the jMivate 
theatre of Count Pepoli, where I should see a 
comedy adudrably acted by amateurs; and in 
justice to my long-tailed itiend, I must say, he was 
punctual, and gave me the ticket, which, however, 
differed firom a boiled capon in one jrespect-*he 
got it gratis. 

Having obtained this passport, I dressed myself, 
and went to the parterre, which was fflled with 
elegant company. The play waa '^ La Ved0va 
Scatou,." in whidi the Count Fepoli dis^yed 
flMicfa talent. Howevar, I had no heart, no spurit 
fior amusement, and sat mournful and moneyless^ 
M the midst of spleedour and gaiety, without 
hope or vesource, and careless (^ what beeasae of 
ne ; I was contrastu^ the past with the pres^, 
and lite prospect before me, and repeating to mysctf 
Dante's expressive liaies!, ^^ Non v' e nessun maggiore 
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dcdore cfae <fi ricordam del tempo £dioe qnando 
sum ileUa inia9ria9"*-r-wfaea I frenieiTed th^ eyes of 
a ladjr and gentleman^ who were at the upper paxt 
qf the paitei!i», fixed on me> as if tbej were 
^leakipg of me. At the md of the play, tht 
gentleooan af^oached me^ ^nd asid, ^ S^ the 
lady who & with me, and who is my wife, requeBts 
to speak to yoii/' I went, and she said to Bie, '^ I 
rather tidsk. Sir, yon ane the young Ei^lisfaman 
(which I was caUed in Venice), who was eng^tged 
at St. Moise, as tenor singer." 

*^l am that lalifortunate person^e^ Madam,^' 
said I. 

She then introduced heraelf to me as La Signcm 
Beniiii^ a name well known aJjl over Italy, as tiial; 
of the first comic singer and actress of the day. 
She told me that she w«s going to set off for 
Ger^aay m a few days, bctag aogaged as prima 
bu&, for the autunm and carnival at Grate, 
tibe capital of Styria. She had that momia^ 
moeived a letter from thamani^er^acqiisivtingber 
that Signor Gfirmpli, mbo was engaged a^ Atwt 
tenor tsdnger, had disappointed htm, and eloped to 
Bxmi9^^&m eirdmome; at the same time authe* 
ming her to engage any person capable^ in her 
(fAnicm, of filEng his place. ^ Xaw^ Sigmr 
O'Kelly," (for, at Naples, Father Dolphin tacked 
fHR O to my name,) aaid the lady, '* 1 wish to ^fer 
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you this 'engagement ; come and take chocolate 
with us to-morrow morning, and we will talk the 
matter over." 

Here was a change ! ten minutes before, a beggair, 
in a strange country, plunged in despair; now, 
&cst tenor of the Gratz theatre; at least it was 
as completely settled in my mind, as if the articles 
had been actually signed; and, with a bounding 
heart, I returned home to my late miserable bed, 
and slept — Oh, ye Gods, How I slept ! 

I was punctual the following morning ; exactly 
at ten I was set down by a gondola at the house 
of Signora Benini, on the Canale Maggiore. The 
Signora received ihe at heir toilette j where she 
was braiding ttp a profusion of fine black hair. 
I thought her handsome at the play the night 
before, but the Italian women all contrive to 
look well by candlelight ; nature gives them good 
features, and they take care to give themselves 
good complexions. But Signora Benini wanted not 
" the foreign aid of ornament ;" her person was^ 
petite, and beautifully formed ; her features were 
good, and she had a pair of brilliant expressive 
eyes. After breakfast, she requested me to sing. 
I sang my favourite rondo, " Teco resti, anima 
mia." She appeared pleased, and said she had 
bo doubt of my success. The terms, she said, 
were to be two hundred zecchinos for the autumn 
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and carnival, and to be lodged free of expense ; at 
the same time, she offered me a seat in her car«» 
riage, and to pay my expenses to Gratz. " Hear 
this, ye .Gods, and wonder how ye made her !" 
For fear of accidents, I signed the engagement 
before I left the house. 

I passed a couple of hours with the Signora 
delightfully ; she possessed all the Venetian ^viva*- 
city and badinage, tc^ther with great good sense 
and much . good nature. I related my adventure 
with my. knight of the long-tail« told her of the 
capon, the Cyprus wine, &c. ; which amused her 
greatly. It seemed she knew. his character well: 
in his younger days he had been by turns, an actor 
and. a poet, and was at that time. supposed to 
be. a spy in the pay of the. police ; one of tho^iwhom 
I.hftd been specially advised most carefully to avoid; 
indeed, she counselled me to be cautious but not to 
slight him ; he might be a negative friend, but if 
offended, a positively dangerous enemy. " Remem- 
ber the proverb,** said the Signora, " let sleeping 
dogs lie; they may rise and bite you." While 
recounting the disbursements which I had made 
in the purchase of the repast, she observed that I 
was reduced to my last zecchino, and in the kindest 
manner advanced me some money on account. 

I was now at the very summit of prosperity m 
my own opinion ; but one cannot enjoy happiness 
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Alone; so wlieii I Mt the Signora, I flew to 
the coffee-house, where I foutid the knight of the 
Ual. 1 deshred him to meet rtie at the StellA d* Ore 
tavern at three o'clock^ where / would treat him 
With a capon. The innkeeper's poolterer w^ 
rather more punctual than my patron^ atid we 
had an excellent dinner. I related my good for- 
tune, and, in short, told him every thing that Itad 
MCdrted^ except the advance which I had received; 
for, barring the importance of his tail, I thought 
the knight, had a. borrowing countenance. 

The Signora^ with her husband, her lap^-dog, 
servant, and myself, set off in a gondola for Mestra, 
where we found her travelling-carriage, in which we 
proceeded day and nighty till we reached Oorida, 
where we remained a day to repose ours^es. 
The part of the Venetian states through winch we 
paiied abounds in beauties ; as Goldsmith says, 

** Could Nature's beauties satisfy the breast, 
The sons of Italy were surely blest." 

I suffered greatly from the cold, as we proceeded 
into Germany; the roads were hilly and heavy, the 
cattle miserable, and the post-boys incorrigible. 
But what was all this to me? Twas in a com- 
fortable carriage, in pleasant society, and seated 
opposite to a beautiful woman of six-and-twenty. 
At length, we arrived at Gratz ; Signora Benini's 
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house was etegontljr fitted up. The malHi|pBr 
waited on her, and after cfinner conducted me to 
the apartments wloch were taken for me. Bdbre 
I quitted her, the Slgnora insisted on my aceepting 
a cover at her table every day, and indeed 
evinced the greatest friendship and hoq)iitaIity 
towards me. 

A great number of nobility itesided in this plea* 
sant lively city, and many rich merchants; but 
which was &r better for me, a great number of 
Irish officers, among whom were Generals Dillon, 
Dalton, and Kavanagh. General Datton was 
commandant ; and when I was introduced to him, 
I was delighted to find that he remembered my 
father, for whom he expressed the highest respect, 
and indeed said every thing that could gratify the 
feelings of a son ; at the same time assuring me he 
would be happy to see and serve me at sU times. 
He kept his word amply, for I found in km a fiither 
when I wanted advice, and his acquaintance was 
of course an introduction to the best society. 

He was an enthusiast about Ireland, and agreed 
with me that the Irish language was sweeter and 
better adapted for musical accompaniment than any 
other, the Italian excepted: and it is true that, 
when a child, I have heard my father sing many 
pathetic Irish airs, in which the words resembled 
Italian so closely, that if I did not know the impos* 
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sibility, the impression on my memory would be 
that I had heard him sing in that language. 

To return to Gratz : the time at length arriyed 
for opening of the operatic campaign. The com- 
pany was good) the first comic man, Guglielmi, 
excellent ; La Signora Benini was a great favourite. 
The first opera was " La vera Costanza," the music 
by Anfossi. I had some good songs in it, and was 
in high spirits. 

As it was the custom for the ladies the first 
night of the opera to go in grand gala, the boxes 
and parterre were a perfect blaze of diamonds, and 
every part of the house was crowded. I was sup^ 
ported by numbers of my countrymen, who were 
present, and, independently of them, the applause 
I received was beyond my expectations, and far 
beyond my merits. — 

. The carnival at leilgth arrived, with all its 
wonted jollity, and, to my astonishment, I found 
that the sober Germans understood masquerading 
and k^ping up the frolic of the season as well 
as the inhabitants of any part of Italy, Venice 
excepted. On those occasions I was seldom " lost 
in the throng ;" indeed, I had nothing to do but 
to enjoy myself. 

Amongst the distinguished persons to whom 
General Dalton's friendship introduced me, was 
the Governor of Gratz, a most highly-gif%ed 
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tioUemaii, whose wife laboured under the extras 
ordinary misfortune of not having seen her own 
face for many years ! She was considered the most 
complete mistress of the art of enamelling in Ger- 
many ! 

" And all, save the" husband, " could plainly descry, 
From whence came her white and her red." 

Independently of this little failing, sh^ wad 
an amiable, accomplished woman, though [proud ; 
and, what was more to my purpose, a good 
musician. When General Dalton introduced me 
to her, I had the pleasure of hearing her play 
very finely on the piano-forte. I recollect she 
found fault with the manner, in which my hair was 
dressed, observing that it would become me better 
if combed off my. forehead. I defended my 
mode, merely on the score of being used to it ; on 
which she said, ^' My good young man, bear in 
mind what I now say ; while ' you live, eat and 
drink to please yourself; but in dress always 
study to please others." 

About this time, Gretry's opei'a of ^^ Sdima 
and Azor" was sent from Vienna, and put into 
rehearsal. Signora Benini performed Sdima ; And 
I the Prince. It was brought out under the im- 
mediate patronage of the Governor's lady, Who 
attended all the rehearsals herself. No expense 
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was spared on the scenery and decorations. Th^ 
second dress I wore, that of the Prince, after 
being transformed from the monster, was very 
magnificent, and, to render it more sq, the Countess* 
made my turban herself^ arid almost cova^ed it 
with her own diamonds ! I often thought, while 
bearing those shining ^^ honours thick upon me,'^ 
that I should be a lucky fellow, if, like Gil Bias, 
7 could make a bolt, merely for the sake of a Jest! 
but h^d I been so inclined^ it *^ might not so 
eaaHj be,'^ as the Countess, though sh3 had the 
highest opinion of my hmumry thought it not 
amiss to place her maitre. d'hot^l behind the scenes, 
to support it, should it be inclined to make a slip 
with her diamonds ! I wa& allowed this splendouc 
only for three nights*— at the end of the third, I 
sighed, and returning the turban to the lynx-eyed 
mattre d'hotel, said, with Cardinal Wolsey, " Fare-* 
well, a longfareisreU to all my greatness ;"—rAddia 
a tutta la mia grandezza.'^ 

The end of the Carnival was now approaching, 
and with it was to terminate my engagement. It 
was fortunate for the managei; that his season was 
so near a close, for, retoiming one morning from a 
ball^ where I had been heated by danping, I caught 
a dreadful cold, which confin^ me to my bed,, 
and an. intermezzo opera was got up without me. 
In a short time I got rid of my fever, but my 
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voice was deprived of all power, or raCher of in- 
tonatiott. Although I was gifted by nature \*ith a 
perfect ear ; yet, when I attempted to sing, my 
voice was so sharp as to be near a note above the 
instruments, and though I could distinguish the 
monstrous dilSerence, 1 could not by any eflfbrf 
totteA it. I was obliged to give up singing at the 
Ifcei^^ and was completely wretched ! My com^ 
plaint baffled the skill of all the faculty at that 
time in Gratis, though the surgeon of an Irish 
rc^ment quartered there, a Mr. 0*Brian, who 
stood high in his profession, assured me that it 
arose from great relaxation ; but even in that case, 
it was impossible to account for the loss <^ ear ancf 
intonjition, which nature had formed so perfect. 
He, however, expressed great hopes of my reco*-- 
viery, resting them on my youth and excellent 
eonstitutioil, and bade me look for the return of fine 
weather with good spirits. But, . above all-, he 
advised me, ^ possible, to return to the mild and' 
genial air of Italy, that of Germany being too keen 
for me, so mudi so, as to render the return of my' 
voice doubtful, notwithstanding his hopes. On liis 
expresi^ng the same opinion to General Dalton, 
the General sent for nie, and ill the most sooting 
terms desired me to prepare for an immediate return 
to Italy, as both my life and bread depended on it. 
What a reverse of fiwrtun^! but a few weekr 
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before I was the happiest of the happy ! caressed 
by my friends ! a favourite with the ptiblie! with 
every prospect of a renewed engagement; pos- 
sessing health, spirits, and competence. 

My kind patron, the General, gave me letters 
of recommendation to the Countess of Rosenberg, 
(an^ English lady, whose maiden name was Wynoe,) 
to the Austrian Ambassador, CountDuraz^o, Count 
Priuli, the Comaro family, and to the senator 
Benzoni ; besides these, I had a particular intro- 
duction to Mr. Strange, British chargi ctqffdireM^ 
in Venice-. 

The stage*manager of the theatre, an Italian, of 
the name of Melaga, Was going to Venice for the 
express purpose of eng^ng a tenor singer to fiU 
©vy ^tuation. We agreed to travel together, and 
I felt happy in having such ^.fiompagnon de voy^ag^f 
for he was merry and witty, a native of Bolic^a^ 
and the very man to drive away low spijuits ! The 
second week in Lent, half heart-broken, I took a: 
melancholy leave of my kind and dear frietid$, and 
set oflT for Venice. We had hired a German post 
w^gon, which they call a chaiser, and a complete 
bone-setter it was ! While undergoing its operations, 
nothing could have so ably aided its torments, as 
the unconquerable phl^m of the postilion ; what-, 
ever one suffers, — ^whatever one says, there he sits, 
loifd of your time ; you may complain, but it is 
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useless ; his horses and his pipe are his objects, 
and his passengers are but lumber. 

Besides this, the extortions on the road i^eve insuf- 
ferable ; we were obliged to add an extra hoi*se, or 
perhaps more, at the high and mighty will of the 
postmasfter, to our bone-setter, and often to wait 
two or three hours for those. The ostlers are the 
greatest thieves in the world ! they make no scruple 
of stealing any part of the luggage they can lay 
hold of Our expenses in horses and postilions, 
till we got "out of Germany, came to about one 
and sixpence a niile, including extortion ! provi- 
sions were dear, scarce, and bad ; we sometimes 
got good beer, and now and then a bottle of 
excdlent hoffner (Hungarian wine). For my 
part, I lived chiefly on bread and eggs, but my 
companion was not so easily satisfied. Nature had 
gifted him with a voracious appetite, and an insa- 
tiable taste for drinking. He was good security 
for three bottles of wine a day ! and for sleep he 
was unrivalled ! as Prior says, 

" He ate, and drank, and sleptt^-what then { 
He slept, and drank, and ate again !" 

but, when thoroughly awake, and his appetites 
satisfied, he was full of intelligence and anecdote, 
good natured, and communicative; and, heaven 
SAve the mark ! — the ugliest fellow I ever beheld ! 
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He had formerijr been in the army, dnd, after 
running through a small patrimony, resided with an 
aunt in Alsace, on the very spot where VoJUire, 
when travelling, was taken seriously ill. In tibia 
part of the world, Voltaire was equally unknown, as 
a poet or a Deist ; and the good people of Alsace, ii) 
whose hou3e he was,, and who spoke hardly any 
French, thought the best thing they could do for a 
4ying man, would be to procure for him the conso^ 
lation^; of religion* Every one is acquainted witb 
Voltaire*s hatred for priests and monks, and may 
cppceive how he was disposed to religion by the 
introduction of one of the clergy into his bed^room, 
without his knowledge. The unconscious offender, 
a simple^ pious m^n, walked up to the bed, with 
zeal and solem.nity, and, drawing the curtains 
^side, said to Voltaire, in French, " Sir, can you 
speak French ?" What the emphatic reply of the 
philosopher was, I must be excused from menticming^ 
suffice it to say» it was accompanied by an order 
to his valet to kick the priest down stairs ! 

After going through the purgatory of German 
roads and German postilions, we arrived in 
the Venetian States, and remained a day at 
Falma Nuova, to refresh ourselves, and view its 
celebrated fortifications, considered to be amongst 
the strongest in Europe. My companion, as a 
military man» was delighted white the sergeant 
who accompanied us, gave a long and perhaps 
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learned dissertation on the art ^ engineeiingt to 
me it was tkeadfolly tiresome, for, like Afungo, in 
4he Padlock, " What signify me hear, when me no 
understand r 

My companion prevailed on riie to accompany 
liim to Paduil, where he had business to transact. 
It was very little out of our way, and I had a 
strong desire to see that learned city. When we 
arrived j we tvent to an inti, called the Stella d* Oro» 
Padua was interesting to me, as the birth-place 
of Tartini, and the two greatest singers of their 
time were living there retired, Pachierolti and 
Ouadagni. The latter was a Clavaliere. tie had 
built a house, or rather a palace, in which he had 
a very neat theatre, and a company of puppets^ 
Which represented L' Orph^ e Euridice ; hitnself 
singing the part of Orphed behind the scenes. It 
was in this charactel', and in sin^ng Gluck's 
bedutiAil rondo ih it, •* Che fard senza Euridice,** 
that he distinguished himself iti every theatre in 
Europe, and drew such immense houses in Loridon. 

His puppet-show was his hobby-horse, and as 
be received no money, he had always crowded 
bouses. He had a good fortune, with whibh he 
was vbtf liberal, ahd was the handsotnest man of 
bis kind I ever saw. 

I never was iti any place so ov6r-Tun with men- 
dicants as at i^adua ; thfey allow you no peace, but 
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tortme you in the name of their patron smnt^ 
Saint Anthony. We went to see his dmrdi, a 
very lai^, old building: the inhabitants call it» 
II Santo (the Saint). The interior is superb^ 
crowded with fine paintings and sculpture. There 
are four fine organs, and a large choir» consisting 
of celebrated professors, vocal and instrumental, 
I heard a mass there, composed by II Padre 
Vallotti, and both the composition and performance 
were delightful. There seemed to be a great 
number of students, native and foreign, in the uni-* 
versity; but altogether I did not like the place, 
and at the end of three days, I left it, with great 
pleasure, in the common boat, filled with passengers 
of all sorts, for Venice. 

We landed at the Piazza. My companion 
took leave of me, and I returned to my worthy 
friend and host, Zanotti, of theRegina di In^ 
ghilterra. Zanotti had formerly been in England, 
in the service of II Cavaliero Pissani, Ambas- 
sador to St. James's, and spoke English very 
well, which made his house much frequented by 
the travelling English nobility. He had a hapdsome 
gondola, which be allowed me to make use of; 
his gondolier was one of the most lively, and 
intelligent of those expert and witty fellows : they 
^e a i»ivileged caste, and say what they like to 
t}ieir masters ^nd others, no person taking oflfence 
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at the jest or repartee of a gondolier. In their 
style, they greatly resemhle the lower order of 
Irish, and are faithful in the extreme, if you put 
trust in them. Gondoliers were usually called 
•* MoitloW it being the diminutive of St. Girblomp, 
OT St. Jerome, their patron saint. By the way, it 
is strange, that those gentry, who are, to a man, 
adorers of the fair sex, should have chosen him, of 
all the saints in the calendar, for their patron^ Avho 
bad declared, that *^ a good woman was more rare 
than the phoenix." On this saint's day they have 
a fete, and not a gondolier wUl handle an oar if he 
can avoid it 

r The functions in Passion Week were carried on 
with great solemnity. The Doge went in proces- 
sion to St. Marc's, where there were six orchestras 
erected, and High Mass celehrated. There was 
also a function at St. Giovapni di Paulo. I visited 
both. The fair of the Ascension coming on, every 
one was in preparation for it. It lasted fifteen 
days: aU the theatres were open, and, at nighty 
St. Marc's was brilliantly illuminated. On the 
Day of the Ascension, the Doge went in grand 
procession to marry the sea. My host took me to 
see this truly singular and magnificent sight. The 
Poge left Venice in his beautiful bucantore, which 
contained near three hundred persons. It ' was 
fuperbly adorned, and carried twenty-one oars on 
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each si4e. There were sereral Imnds of musid on 
board. On reaching a certain point, th^ Doge 
threw a ]^in gold ring into the sea ; saying, *^ We 
marry thee, O Sea ! in sign of true and perpetual 
dominion." He then returned to Venice in th6 
same order; the sea covered with gondolas, barges, 
and boats, and the spectators rending the air with 
acclamations. 

'' Mine host" related a ridiculous circumstance, 
which took place at this curious marriage ceremony 
$ome years before. The celebrated and witty 
Lord Lyttelton, and several other English gentle^ 
men, went in a barge to see the ceremony. They 
had on board with them, a lacqnais-de^plaee^ a 
talkative fellow, making a plaguy noise, explaining 
every thing that was gc^ng on. This unfortunate 
Cicerone was standing up in the barge, and 
leaning over it, at the moment the Doge dropped 
the ring into the sea; the loquacious lacquey 
bawled out with aQ his might and strength, 
^ Now, my Lord, look, look, the Doge has mar-« 
ried the sea !" 

" Has he," replied Lord Lyttleton, ** then go 
yon, you noisy dog, and pay the bride a visit ;" and^ 
giving him a push, into the sea went the poor 
prating valet ; he was taken up immediately, with- 
out having received any injury, beyond a ducking, 
for which he was well repaid. 
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Of all the foreign cities I had ever seen» Venice 
appeared to be the best lighted ; to a stranger it 
seems to be in a general illumination ; the shops 
are k^ open until twelve o'clock at night, and 
most of them not shut at all ; the blaze of light 
which they give is great, particularly those in the 
Piazza St. Marc and the Freseria, where all the 
chief milliners and haberdashers live ; the tovems 
are also open the greater part of the night, 
and supper i^ always ready '* on the shortest 
notice.'' 

It is quite common fbr ladies and gentle- 
men, after they have spent their evening at 
the different cassinos, which many of the noble 
Venetians have in the Piazza St. Marc, and in 
which they have concerts, conversaziones, and 
plays, to form different parties, and adjourn to the 
taverns to supper. I have often been at these 
delightful parties : the ladies particularly are fond 
of these banquets, where good humour, mirth, and 
pleasantry abound : but they make it a rule, which 
they never in any instance deviate from, to pay 
their share of the bill ; nor will they allow their 
cicisbeos or rations to pay for them ;— -nothii^ 
ivould p^end a Venetian lady more than any man 
of th? painty oQeripg to pay for her upon one of 
their sociablis expeditions. 

Shortly after my arrival in Venice, I ddivererf 
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the letter I had from my worthy friend. General . 
Dalton, and was received by the Countess Rosen-^ 
berg with great kindness ; she was a widow, and 
resided entirely at Venice with an only daughter. 
The Countess was q native of Wales ; her maiden 
name, as I said before, was Wynne, and she was 
considered by the Venetians a grand dilettante. I 
afterwards waited upon his Excellency Priuli, Cor- 
naro, and the beautiful Benzoni, with my letters, . 
and was received by them with equal affability. 
The Austrian Ambassador, Count Durazzo, who 
was an intimate friend of General Dalton's, said 
he should be, happy to see me at his conversa** 
zione, which he held three times a week ; at his 
house, foreigners of every nation then at Venice 
assembled, but no Venetian. There is a strict law 
or custom, that a Venetian senator or nobleman is 
not allowed to visit a foreign ambassador ; not even 
i^re their servants permitted to have intercourse 
with each other, under a severe penalty. ELow- 
ever, as I had the happiness to be a British sub- 
ject, I went 6n amusing myself very well with the 
conversazioni, concerts, and snppers, and going ta 
one theatre or another every night, having the^ 
freedom of them all: but the theatre with which I 
was most pleased was that of St. Angelo, where the, 
inimitable actor, Sachi, the: speaking Harlequinn 
and his company performed. 
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There were at that time in Venice, sdely for come- 
dies, four theatres — St. Angelo, St. Cassan, St. Luke,^ 
and St. Giovan Chrisostomo; but at whichever Sadhi 
performed, that one was always the best att<ended. 
I saw him for the first time perform in Goldoni's 
comedy, called " The Thirty-two Misfortunes of 
Harlequin;'* he was then considerably turned* of 
seventy years of age, but when he had his Harle- 
quin^s jacket and mask on, the vivacity of his 
manner and activity would have led one to suppose 
him not above fifty; he was esteemed a great wit, 
fiill of bon-mot and repartee : he was allowed to 
have the power of applying the thoughts and say- 
ings of the best ancient and modem writers extem- 
poraneously, even while assuming in manner and 
tone the simplicity of an idiot : nothing seemed to 
come amiss to him, and he was justly the delight 
of the Venetians. 

Amongst the theatrical pieces of the Venetians, 
the comedies of Four Masques are the most enter- 
taining. These Four Masques are — Pantaloon, 
who is always supposeld to be a rich old Venetian 
merchant; an old Dottore, supposed to be an old 
cunning Bologna lawyer'; Harlequin and Brigella 
are two natives of BergamOsco, servants ; the Bri- 
gella ought to be clever, acute, and witty,— a 
knavish intriguer ; and the performer of this part, 
who is not able to retort with quickness and point 
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upon every subject proposed, h not fit to represent 
the character. 

The Harlequin is to represent (in appearance) 
a stupid, clownish fellow; but, under the mask 
of stupidity, he should possess superlative sharp- 
ness bl repartee, to answer others without hesi- 
tation, and put the most puzzling questions 
to the Doctor, to Pantaloon, and Brigella- 
It is delightful to hear g«)od actors of those 
characters^ particularly when they chance to be in 
the humour, to badger each other; and as the 
dialogue in some of those plays (Goldoni's and 
some of Gozzi's excepted) is spoken mostly im- 
promptu, it is truly astonishing. Goldoni was a 
charming writer; Voltaire called him the Painter 
of Nature; his muse was wonderfully -prolific;: 
he has written, as I have been told^ above one 
hundred plays, and finished his dramatic career in 
Paris by wilting, when he was upwards of severity 
years of age, a comedy in the French language. 

Another popular and prolific author was the one 
I have JMst mentioned, Conte Carlos Gozzi^ a 
Venetian nobleman. I saw one of his comedies, 
which had been translated into German, performed' 
at Vienna; it was a favourite stock piece there: 
indeed, at one period, Gozzi was the rival of 
Goldoni, and nearly beat him from the field; he 
took the theatre of St. Giovan Chrisostomo, and 
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brought fbrvf ard jneces full of show and pageantry. 
I saw his Mostro Turchino (the Blue Monster), Le 
Tre Corve (the Three Crows), L' Uccello Belvedere 
(the Beautiful Bird), &c. all pieces of enchantment, 
performed ; there was, I thought, a great deal of 
stage effect in them : but his chief dependence 
9t that period was upon gorgeous spectacle. He 
appeared to go upon the old Spanish proverb, that 

The eye never grows wise, 

All have eyes, 

And only few have understanding. 

Be that as it may, the public flocked wherever hii» 
pieces were represented, and for a length of time, 
Goldpni's regular dramas were neglected. 

I had the satisfaction, many times and oft (not oh 
the Rialto) but in the very next street to it, to dine 
in company with the veteran Sachi, at the house 
of his Excellency II Conte Pissani. Nothing could 
be to me more delightful than the innumerable 
stories and anecdotes with which this old man's 
conversation abounded; he was as sprightly as a 
boy, full of good humour and good nature. I 
remember one day he told us a story, that a short 
time previous, he was passing near the church of 
St. Giovanni, with a nobleman of very singular 
character, who was of very obscure origin ; but his 
father having made an immense fortune in the 
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Levant trade, purchased an estate and barony in 
Friuli for his son. The inordinate pride of this 
novus homo, rendered him universally ridiculous ; 
but he was much flattered with having the witty 
Sachi in his train, who laughed at him even while 
loading him with adulation. 
' As they were walking along one daiy, some 
priests, carrying the host to a dying person, passed 
them ; every one in the street, as it is the custom 
in all Roman Catholic countries, fell on their 
knees, with their heads bare, bowing tb the 
ground ; amongst the rest, the proud baron knelt 
with great devotion ; Sachi, who was close to him, 
only took his hat off, and slightly inclined his 
head as the host went by, and did not go on his 
knees. The baron, quite shocked at this apparent 
want of religion and respect, excttimed with 
affected humility, *^ Signor Sachi, I am petrified ; 
to a poor miserable mortal like myself you pay 
every obsequious homage ; yet, when the holy host 
passed you, instead of prostrating yourself before 
it, you only made a slight inclination with your 
head." 

" Very true, my Lord," replied Sachi ; " I admit 
tifie fact, but the host must not be made game of» 
and that makes all the difference." 

Sachi was an enthusiast in favour of his art, and 
its professors who had been celebrated before his 
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titne, and was always particularly pleased to 
recount any anecdotes which might redound to the 
credit of the prdession. He said that the cele- 
brated wit and harlequin, Dominic, was sofnetiiiies^ 
admitted to the high honour of dining at the table 
of Louis XIV. ; and that Tiberio Fiorelli, who 
invented the character Of Scaramouch, had been 
the amusing companion of the boyhood of the same 
great monarch, and that from him Moli^ himself 
had learnt much. 

One morning, while I was enjoying myself in 
all the ddights of a circle so gay and accomplished 
as that in which I was luckily placed, I receired a 
visit from my friend and patron with the long tail. 
He came to tell me that the manager of the theatre 
at JRresda was in Venice, forming a company to 
open his theatre with a comic opera for the* 
ensuing fair. The fair at Brescia is greatly 
frequented from all parts of Italy, by all descrip- 
tions of mercantile people ; that fair, and the fair 
of Senegaglia, in the Pope's dominions (where 
Catalani was bom), are the greatest in Italy. 
My patron proposed to introduce me to the ma- 
nager, which I acceded to, and had an interview 
with him, which terminated by liis engaging 
me as his tenor singer. He agreed to pay me 
eighty Venetian golden ducats ; not much, to be 
sure ;. the time, however, to be employed was not 
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quite two months, and those too in thfe summef 
season. But the engagement had advantages 
besides pecuiiialy ones ; I was delighted to find 
that my prima donna w^s to be the beatitiful 
Ortabella, my ^rst and great favourite. My 
patron, Signor Bertini (the manager), and I diiied 
together, and settled the engagement over our 
wine. My patron and the manager seemed to 
be old cronies, and I had heard much . of Bertini 
myself, for he had gained a good deal of credit 
by a trick which he played oflf upon a celebrated 
singer whom he had engaged to perform at the 
last fair, in a grand serious opera; the Signor 
demanded an enormous salary, which the nobility 
of Brescia insisted upon it, should be given to him, 
and Bertini was oUiged to submit. The expeni^ve 
Signor never performed any where without- re- 
ceiving beyond his great salary, all his travelling 
expenses (let him come from whatever distance 
he would), and having, during his stay, apartments 
for himself, and a table provided for six persons ; 
and these conditions were always included in the 
Signor's articles. 

In pursuance of such an engagement, he arrived 
at Brescia, and invited three friends to dine with 
him \ they came : — ^he ordered his servants to let the 
manager know that he was ready for dinner, and 
desired it niight be put down. The Signor's 
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servant returned, and said that there was no dinner 
prepared; the infuriated performer went down 
stairs to the manager, and inquired why his dinner 
had not been prepared in proper time ? — *** ^/* 
replied the manager, " you gavie no orders about 
providing dinner.'* 

,- " How, Sir,** said the singer, " is it not set down 
in my articles, that you are to provide a taUe for 
six persons ?" 

' ** Undoubtedly, Sir, such is my agreement, and 
I do not deny it ; if you will walk into the dinner- 
room," (in the middle of which stood a new table,) 
^* you will see that I have fulfilled it to the letter; 
there. Sir, is your table, and a handsomer piece of 
furniture for its purpose, I flatter myself you never 
saw ; and you wiU find that it accommodates six 
intb tJiie greatest convenience." 
■ " The table is extremely good," quoth the 
singer, " but where is the dinner. Sir ?" 

" Oh !" replied the manager, " as for the dinner, 
that I know nothing about; the words of the 
engagement are, that I am to provide you a table 
for six persons ; I not only have provided one, but 
I have gone beyond my bargain, for that will hold 
eigit ; but not one syllable will ^ you find in the 
artix^les which binds me to' find you either, eatables 
or drinkables ; aiid to my engagement I' will stick." 

" Then, Sir, I will not sing at your theatre," said 
the Signor. 
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'' Wkh all my hearty Sig^nor/' answered Bertini ; 
*' you are under a penalty of a thousand zecchinos 
if you do not fulfil your agreem^oit ; I shall be 
ready to try in a court of law^ whether I am bound 
to provide food for you^ when the words in the 
articles distinctly are, a table for six persoins, and 
nothing more,"* The manager stuck to his pxnnt^ 
and the enraged musician was obliged to submit i 
but was much more chagrined, it was said, at the 
tridc so successfully played upon him, than at the 
loss of the dinixer to which he thou^U; himself 
entitled. 

As I was not to be at Biescia before the third 
week in June, I deterdaiiied to return to Padua to 
spend a few days during the fair of St. Antlibny; 
for at that period every one who can .afford it^ 
resorts thither from Venice, so that during the 
fair time, Padua, which I found so dull, is crowded 
with noble Venetians, who vie with each other in 
thesplendour of their equipages. A Venetian noble- 
man's establishment is very expiensive^ as. he must 
have his gondolas and gondoliets in Venice, and 
whien he goes to his country house, of course A 
land equipage. 

I was exceedingly amused with what Z s£iw in 
Padua, and amongst the sights which possessed 
the never-failing charm of novelty, were races, on 
the Corso by running footmen, whose qpeed,- I 
think, would astonish the English patroiHi of 
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pedestrianism. I found, besides, the attraction of 
a charming opera, and above all, I there first he^o^ 
the afterwards celebrated singer Crescestmi. I 
was delighted. David, the popular tenor of his day, 
I remember, performed the chaiacter of larba^ 
the Moorish king, in die opera of ^^ La Didone 
abbandonata ;" and the prima donna, although 
she sang «nd acted extremeljr teell, was, since the 
truth must be tdd, extremely ugly.' >At the 
^nerai rehearsal of the op^ra, where there were 
numbers of people. assemUed, . David said, what 
shewed his want of good nature and gallantry. 
When larba is introduced to Dddo, seated : on 
her throne to receive him ; his confidant ask& him, 
"Qual ti sembra, O Signor?**— « What do you 
think of lier ?'' larba answers, ^* Superba e bella.'' 
— *' Proud and beautiful." Instead of saying this, 
David substituted the following agreeable excla-c 
mation, ** Superba e brutta !'•—** Proud and ugly !*• 
As Matthews says, '^it made a great laugh at the 
time f but David was much blamed for his attempt 
at wit, which was reckoned extremely gross, parti- 
cularly as the lady's homdmess was not to be made 
a joke of. 

. The theatre at Padua is handsome and c<ttn- 
Qiodious ; it lias two superb stone staurcases, and 
five rowB^ of boxes. During the fair, there was a 
grand., room open tar gambling, called La Sala 
di lUdotto, wliiere immense suras were won afid 
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lost. I went two or three times to see the play^ 
but never attempted to play myself; the bank 
is generally held by the proprietors of the theatre, 
who gain more profit by that, than they do by 
either their operas or ballets. 

Afler staying in these scenes of gaiety and 
dissipation until their termination, I returned to 
my old quarters at the hotel in Venice, where I 
found a letter from my father, enclosi&g a kttec 
of credit on a Venetian banker, ti^ther with 
a letter from Lord Granard, to Mr. Strange, 
the EngUsh resident at Venice, wlrich, howwer, 
was of no use to me, since Mr. Straiige had 
returned to London about two months before its 
arrival. 

I started in due time to Brescia, and put up 
pt the sign of " the Lobster," where Bertini 
came to meet me, and conducted me to a lodg- 
ing which he had taken for me ; it was a second 
floor of the house, the first floor of whidi, was 
occupied by La Bella Ortabella herself, i I was 
charmed to be under the same roof with her, and 
it was, besides, very conv^iient for me to practise 
the duets and concerted pieces. The day after 
she arrived we began oiir rehearsals ; the fiDi^t opera 
was *^ II Pittorc Farigido ;" the mtisic, by Cimarosa, 
was beautiful ; — the Painter was the character 
allotted to me ;•«— the opera pleaised very much. The 
t^wn of Brescia was all alive, being J^4ime, and 
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the theatre was crowded ; it was a very splendid 
building, the boxes, of which there were five tiers, 
were ornamented with glasses, like those of San 
Carfos, at Naples, and the seats in the pit turned up 
in the same way as in Padua. Independently of a 
very good company of singers, there was an excel* 
lent, and very expensive corps de ballet. 

The proprietor, who was, in fact, our osten-? 
sible manager, was a most celebrated personage, 
II Cavaliere Manuel, surnamed, "II Cavaliere 
Prepotente ;" a man of inordinately bad charac- 
ter, and implacable in his revenge, wherever 
he -took offence. — He was enormously rich, but 
never would pay any evitable debt, which, in 
some degree, accounted for his wealth ; indeed, 
it was at the risk of life that any body pressed 
him for money ; — ^he had in his pay a set of Sicari 
(assassins), who wore his livery, and when com- 
manded by him, would shoot any person in the 
streets at noon-day; — woe to the man marked 
for his vengeance. The dress of. these assassins, 
who were mostly mountaineers from his own 
estates, consisted of scarlet breeches and waist- 
coats, and green jackets^ — their long hair was tied 
up in nets; they wore enormous whiskers, and 
large cocked hats with gold buttons and loops; 
in their belts were pistols, carbines at the^r backs, 
^nd lai|^ rapiers by their sides; and yet those 
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ruffians walked the streets at liberty^ and thoi^ 
known by all classes, none dare molest or take 
notice of them. The Venetian Senate, whose 
subjects they were, never could subdue them, 
though they used every means in their power to 
do so.; and such was the state of society at the 
period of which I ispeak, that there was scarcdy a 
noble Bre3cian who had not a set of them^in his 
^^vice, and rarely a week passed without an 
assassination. 

While I was there, one of these fellows walked 
'lip to ^ coffee-house, tapped a gentleman on the 
shoulder, and begged of him to stand aside ; he 
then levelled his carbine at a person who was 
sitting on a bench at the coffee-house doqr, and 
p})ot him dead on the spot ; yet no one hful suffi- 
pient cpurs^e to secure the murderer, who with 
.the greatest ^angfreid walked unmolested to the 
diurch of the Jesuits, de la Gfra^zie, where he was 
jn perfect security. 

Unfortunately for me, this Cavalier Manuel 
jBtiade propQ9als to the Prima Donna, La OirtabeUst 
which she had the courage to reject. He attributed 
her coolness to a partiality which he suspecited she 
had for me ; and told her, that her refusal of the 
honour he ^ered of hisi protection, was owipg 
to hor.lurdi^^enqe of a vulgar singer, and swcnre' 
tfetat my interference shouM be the worst act of my 
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life. 1^ tdd me this, and felt alarmed for my 
sa£rty. A foolish frolic increased his hatred to^ 
wards me. 

One day, looking at the frolic and fun going 
forward in the Fiera, with three or four of the 
opera singers, I saw a Neapolitan mountebank, 
mounted on a sti^, holding forth to the crowd, 
t^ng their fortunes; — *' Egad!" said I, to my 
companions, '^ I have a mind to ask the mountebank 
a question which concerns us aU :'' they entreated 
me to do so. I accordingly made my way to the 
rostrum, slipped half a silver ducat into the 
mountebank's hand, and said to him, ** Most 
potent astrdoger, my companions and myself, con*- 
vinced of your great science, are anxioui^ that you 
should resolve the question I shall put to you." 

The mountebank pocketed the half ducat, and 
with becoming gravity desired me to state the case. 

** The question is," said I, " one which we, per- 
formers of the theatre in Brescia, are most anxious 
to get answered : it is, whether the proprietor will 
pay us our salaries when they become due?" 

The mountebank replied,^^ Not one sou, if he 
can help it." 

I left him, and told my ccmipanians the prognos- 
tication, which they thought it extremely probable 
would be verified : this trifling circumstance was, ctf 
course, repeated by some of my good friend;^ to his 
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Excellency, who was weak enough to take it as an 
oflTence, and told Bertini, that were it not to stop 
the performance of the theatre, he would annihilate 
me forthwith; but that, at all events, a day of 
retribution should come ere long. 

My friend Bertini came and told me this, and 
advised me to be upon my guard whenever I went 
out. I went to wait upon Signor Conte Momelb 
Lana, the gentleman to whom Signora Benetti 
had given me a letter of recommendation, and told 
him what had passed, and the danger I thought*! 
had to dreads ' He said he believed^ from the weH 
known implacable temper- of my enemy, that I 
had every thing to fear ; "but," said he, ** Manuel 
must know that you are under my jprotection, and 
I assure you, that if he assassinates you, I mil 
revenge you.^ I thanked the Count for his kind 
intentions, but told him, I would rather not trouble 
him, and that I thought the best thing I coidd do, 
was to beat a retreat. 

The Count said I must be cautious how I did 
that^ for if he got a scent of my intention, he would 
order his Sicari to despatch me. ** There is but one 
thing you can do," said he, " to get out of his reach : 
and I will give you every aid to accomplish it, — 
the grand ballet of the Siege of Troy, which is now- 
performing, lasts an hour and a haliF at least, and 
is played after the first act of the opera ; immedi^ 
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ately before the ballet commences, go to your 
room, change the coat and waistcoat in which you 
perform, and put on your own; then lock your 
door, put your pelisse over you, watch your oppor- 
tunity while they are in the bustle of preparing 
the ballet^ slip out at the door at the back of the 
stage, and at the bottom of the street you win find 
my travelling carriage ready; my servant Stephano 
shall accompany you till he placed you safe in 
Verona ; once tkere^ you are out of the reach of 
'Manuel and his assassins ; there he has no power 
to ' barm you. I will give' you a letter of recom- 
mendation to my intimdte friend and relation, the 
Count Bevi Acqua, who has interest efficient to 
rendpr you every service ; he is a worthy man, and 
a gr^Eit/ patron of the arts." He then offered to 
accommodate me with the loan of money, which I 
refused, as I had my father's remittance untoudied; 
which was most ample for all my present wants, j 
It was agreed that I should put his excellent 
project into execution the next night ; he wr4)te 
me the letter^ for the Marquis Bevi Acqua, and 
the next evening I fdlowed his directions im- 
plicitly, got to the end of the street, found the 
faidiful Ste^anp, and, as fast as the horses could 
carry us on an excellent road, at full speed; 
escaped from Brescia and its threatened perils. I 
firas fiill of terfor till we got a few miles distant; 
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we found horses ready at the first stage, and 
did not stop till we arrived at Desenzano, on 
the Lago di Garda, where we were beyond all 
dread of pursuit. I managed to send a small 
bundle of clothes the evening before I quitted Bre- 
scia to Stephano, which he put into his mmt^ifs 
carriage ; my trunks I left behind me, and requested 
my kind friend Count Momolo Lana to send them 
immediately after me to Verona, gave him the 
amount of what I had to pay for my lodgitgs, 
and begged him to write tne an account of the 
sensation my escape made, and to give every 
publicity to the reasons why I quitted the place : 
I also left with him a letta* to deliver to my kind 
and friendly Signora OrtabeUa, expressing the great 
regret I felt in quitting her, and hoping we should 
soon meet on safer ground than Brescia, where a 
man ran the risk, if only commonly attentive to 
a woman, of having half a dozen Indlets put into 
his body. 

I arrived safe at Verona, which I thought rather 
fortunate, as the greatest part of the road from 
X^esenzano was infested by numerous banditti. I 
scarcely travelled a quarter of a mile without 
seeing a Uttle wooden cross stuck by the roadndde, as 
a mark that some one had been murdered og. the 
spot. I put up at the sign a£ tiie IhK) Todji and 
the day after my arrival hired a pair of horaeS) 
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to take the Count Lana's isarrii^ and his faithM 
Stephado back to Brescia. On the third day of 
my. residence in Verona, I received a letter firooft 
the Count, together with my trunks :-^he men* 
tioned in his letter, that on the night of my 
departure, when the ballet was over, and the 
second act of the opera just about to begin, the 
greatest confusion prevailed amongst the per<<» 
formers ; they searched every where for me, sent 
to iny lodgix^, where of course they could obtain 
no information, but they had not the slightesC 
suspicicm of my flight : an apology was necessarily 
made from Hie stage to the public, stating that I 
was not to be found ; and, perforce, the opera > was 
acted, omitting the scenes in which I was con<« 
cerhed. 

Immediately afterwards, my friend the Count 
caused the letter I had written, explaining the 
reasons for my departure, and stating all that 
Count Manuel had told Bertini, of his intention 
to annihilate me, to be printed and widely circu*^ 
lated In his letter to me, he mentioned, that he 
had a douUe motive for thus eflfectually giving 
puMicity to my case ; in the first place, he was 
anxious to exculpate me with the ptufalic, for 
breaking my engagement, and in the second, his 
object was, to deter my enemy from following up 
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hk revengeful threats, for that if any serious xtiis-^ 
chance should befal me, the world would, after 
such an exposition, naturally condnde him to be 
the author of it, and that he would bonsequently 
become responsible. He added, that the public 
considered me perfectly justified in niy conduct 
: Count Manuel, when the affair becaitie public, 
publicly denied ever having had any intention 
to injure me ; but those who knew hiiri, weighing 
his general character in the scale, opposite to • that 
in which they placed the circumstances: of the 
case, fully and clearly detailed as they had been ; 
believed neither his assertions nor asseverations 
upon this point. I was, however, thaiik God^ out 
of his reach before his virtue was put t6 the proof; 
the circumstance was talked of all over Italy, but 
in justice to myself, I ought to say, that I 
never heard of any blame attaching to me for my 
conduct. 

Jn due season, after iny arrival at Verona, I 
waited upon the Marquis of Bevi Acqua to deliver 
my letter of introduction. I found him at home 
in his magnificent house ; he received me with 
marked kindness, and did me the honour to intro- 
duce me to his lady and three of her lovely daiigh- 
ters. The letter explained the particulars of my 
story, and the Marquis invited me the next evening 
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to a concert at his house. Of course I. dcc^^ted 
the invitation. I found an elegant assemblage of 
the first people of Verona. In the course of the 
evening I sang two sotigs, and accompanied myself 
on the piano-forte, and the company seemed pteHfiod 
with me. The story of my escape from Breiscia, and 
its half-romantic cause, had created no small share 
©f interest for me ; and when I waited on the Mar- 
quis, the next morning, I found that he and the 
Marchioness had planned a public concert for me 
under their patronage. I was introduced by them 
to Signor Barbella, the first piano-fortist and* com«< 
poser in Verona, who was directed by the Marquis 
to engage the concert-room and performers for me; 
all which he did with economy and punctuality. 

The Marquis told me he was an enthusiastic 
admirer of Shakspeare, particularly of Romeo 
and Juliet, and took me to see the tomb of Juliet* 
Indeed, the people of Verona are very proud of 
recounting the history of those ill-fated lovers, and 
taking foreigners to see their resting place. I felt 
great delight in visiting the spot. Juliet's^ tomb 
was in the church of St. Pernio Magiani ; its $ddes 
were a good deal mutilated, as strangers who visit 
it, are in the habit of breaking off pieces to keep 
as relicts. 

Verona, though not very large, is a very hand- 
some city ; the streets are wide, and gener^y 
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well buSt. Sachi and his company of comedians 
were performing at the amphitheatre^ said to 
have been erected by Vitruvius. The arena of 
Verona is a stupendous fabric ; forty-^five rows of 
marble steps surround it ; they will hold twenty 
thousand people, commodiously seated : in the 
centre of this place, in the summer, there are play» 
which are acted by day-light ; a temporary theatre 
is erected, which is taken down every winter; 
there are no boxes ; the enclosed space forms an 
immense pit, with chairs, where the fashionable 
and better sort of the audience are seated ; the 
second best places are on the steps, twelve or 
fourteen deep, railed off from the rest of the steps ; 
the seats are all of naked marble, and the whole ia 
in the open air. This immense building, and the 
Coliseum at Rome, are the two most stupendous 
fabrics I ever beheld. 

There was no city in Italy of its size, at the 
time I visited it, which could boast of so many 
good mu^cal amateurs, vocal and instrumental^ 
as Verona. Signor Barbella promised to take 
me to a concert, performed by one family only, 
to my very great surprise he took me to gaol, 
and introduced me to the gaoler : we were shewn 
into an apartment elegantly furnished, and 
after we had taken our coffee and chasse, 
had really an excellent concert; the performers 
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were tiie gader, who played the double bass ; . his 
two eldest sons, first and second violin ; a third 
the violonoeilo; his youngest son, the viola; one 
of his daughters presided at the harpsichord, 
and his two youngest daughters executed some 
airs and duets extremely vvell. They had good 
voices, and sang lilce true artists: the whole of 
this gifted family were amateurs; the young 
men were in difierent trades, but had thiey been 
obliged to live by music, they could in my opinion 
have Successfully adopted it as a profession in any 
part of Italy. They were all enthusiasts and 
excellent performers, and extremely courteous in 
their behaviour ; and I returned to my hotel, after 
having supped with them, much gratified by the 
{dieasant evening I had passed, tlwttgh it was in 
prison. 

The. Sunday following this exhibition was 
appointed for my concert, and the room, owing 
to the popularity and interest of the Marquis 
and Marchioness, was crowded ; Si^or Barbella 
conducted the performance ; Signor Satinbeni was 
first violin ; and, luckily, La Signora CUavaci, a 
very good singer, was passing through Verona on 
her way to the theatre at Beigamo at the time, 
and being an intimate friend of Signor Barbella, 
at his request, she agreed to stop a day and sii^ 
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1^ my concert, which shie didgratuitoosly, and 
much and deservedly applauded. 

The nett receipts of this concert were71 zea:ibinos» 
(Sabouf 30/. British) ; in addition to which, the 
Marqiiis made me a special present for his own 
tidcet. I was now high in spirits, atnd not Imo in 
cash, and, as good fortune never comes alone, on 
the morning aftm* my concert, I received a letter, 
finrwarded from Bresda to me, from Signor Giani, 
the manager of Treviso, offering me an engagement 
for six weeks, at 50 zecchinos, which I accepted, 
iind promised to be in Treviso in three days after 
the date tyf my answer. 

I wlaited upon my Worthy friends, the Marquis 
aJdd Mdrdiionesis xA . Bevi Acqua, to take xo^ 
leave of tiiem, and parted from them with grate- 
ful regret; they were all affability and condescen* 
sion : indeed, I Eked every thing about them, 
eau^ept their name, to which, Bevi Acqua, (in 
English, DrtnhwtOer;) at no period of my life 
could I bring mjrself to be partial, although 
there are several very estimable persons so called 
in' England at this present moment. The 
Marquis gave me a letter to ^gnora Marcello, 
a Venetian lady of consideration, who xesided at 

Tretiso, whose husband was a noble Venetian, 
and a descendant of the celebrated composiet of 
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saered music, Benedetto MarceUo. Be£qre I set- 
off, I went and took leave of the mosi^ gaoler, 
and hi$ harmonious fimiily ; and having qiade all 
due preparation for my departure, hir^d a vatet, 
and started for Vioenza, where I supp^ and slept.; 
In the aoming, I walked about the dty, which I. 
found extremdy neat and pretty, and the country 
about it verjr beautiful. After breakfast, I set off 
for Treviso, and was delighted by the appearaiKse 
of the elegant villas which surround it, belonging 
to noble Venetians, who, during the the^tri^al 
season, pass their vendemmias tibere, and ha¥e 
what they call their cuganas {i. e. revekies). 

Treviso itfidf, during this period, is crowded 
with people of . lefts exalted rank from Venice, 
which is within a few miles, and, as the canfd& 
9t Venice vce at qertain periods very offendve> 
every one who can, quits it for Padua or Treviso. 

I fcmnd engaged, as Prima Donna at Treviso^ 
the Qeletorated Clementina Baglioni (to whom I 
had beeo introduced at Pisa by Signer Viganpni) ; 
and, fiwr the first Buffp, her sister's husband, Signor 
Pozzi, who, when at. Rome, met with the kind 
treatment from his patron and friend^ the Roman 
Abbe, which I have already endeavoured to 
describe. 

The theatre was crowded every night, and the 
opera, as well as the ballets, gave great satisfaction. 
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I waited upon her ExceUency La Signora Marcelkr, 
and delirered my letter of iiitroducti<m given ine 
by the Marquis Bevi Acqua. She gave me an 
invitation to her morning concerts, where I met 
aB the beau monde of Treviso, and passed many 
delightful hours. In that very house, many years 
afterwards, lived my lamented friend the late Mrs. 
iSillington, who has described to me the period of 
her residence in it, as the most miserable of her 
existence* 

At one of Madame MarceUo's concerts, I had 
the pleasure of hearing the greatest reputed dilet* 
tante singer in Europe, La Signm*a Teresa de Petris. 
Nor was her reputation higher than her<merits ; she 
had one of the finest voices I ever heard, combined 
with great science and expression: in addition to 
this, she was very beautiful, and had about her 
all the Venetian fascination. She married a noble 
Venetian, II Signor Veniera, but, for some reason, 
was separated from him. Her cavaliere servente 
was Count Vidiman, a handsome and rich young 
nobleman, who resided at Venice, and who was 
devoted to music and to her. He was also a great 
protector of the composer Anfossi, and so attached 
to his music, that he would scarcely listen to any 
other. He had fixed a performance to take place 
at Venice the banning of Lent ; an oratorio com- 
posed expressly fior her Excellency La SignoraDe 
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Pcitn?, by Anfossi, was to be performed at Count 
PepoU's private theatre. The Count called upon 
me one morning, and said, ** La Signora de Petris 
wishes that you should perform in die oratorio 
with her. If you think it worth your considera- 
tion, I offer you an engagement for four montiis." 

I was elated at the proposition, and accepted his 
offer. I was to be at his command for four 
months, to remain during that period at Venice, 
and to accept of no public engagement whatever. 
I could not have met with any thing so pkasnig, 
as my ddight was Venice, and its amusements 
were congenial to my taste and time of life* 

We were now within a few ni^ts of dbnng the 
theatre at Treviso, and Count Vidiman and Si- 
gnora de Petris were going to Udina, the capital of 
Friuli, where he had large estates, and afterwards 
to . spaad a month or six weeks with his mother, 
the old Countess, with whom La Signora de 
Petris was a great favourite. The Count having 
heard me express a wish to visit Parma, said, 
he thought that the time he should be absent at 
Udina would be the most convenient whereat to 
satisfy my curiosity; and besides, I then might 
have a chance of uniting profit with pleasure, as 
the Arch-duchess, who was a lover of music, and 
a fine performer herself, gave great encouragement 
to musical artists who visited h^ court, and her 
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{Nrivate bbnd was esteemed the choicest and best 
ia Italy. The Count procured me a letter of 
recommeDdation < to Her Royal Highness firom 
U Signor Cavaliero Glustimani^ vrbp had been at 
the court of Parma, Ambassador from die Voie- 
tian StatCi and while there, was in the highest 
fiiYOur. 

I set off post for the dty of Modena, on my 
way to Parma, and on my arrival there, at the 

. door of the post*house, recognised Fochetti, the 
bass singer, who had performed with me when I 
was so much younger in Dublin. I made myself 
known to him, and it was an agreeable surprise to 
us both to meet where we so little expected it. 
I passed a pleasant evening with him at the 
Inn, ta&ing of old times, and Ireland; he 

. told me he had retired from the stage, with a 
sufficient fortune to enable him to remain in 
his native city of Modena where he held the 
situation of first bass silver at the reigning Duke's 
Koyal Chapel. 

At an early hour the next morning he called 
upon me to shew me what was worth seeing. 
Modena rtands twentynoiiles west of Bok^a, and 
twenty-eight east of Parma. It is curious enough, 
although perhaps generally known, that carrier 
pigeons are constantly used here for the convey* 
ance of letters. It is said that this custom Jiad 
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its origm in Hirtitis the consul, who adopted the 
use of them while Dedus Brutu3 was besfieged 
by Marc Antony. 

Fodietti took me to see the Ducal Palace* I 
thought it veiy superb. In it are a nunij^ier 
of very ifine pointings, particularly a iia^vity 
by Correggib. The inhabitants of Modeiia ara 
not a little vain in having to boast that th^ 
divine poet Tasso was a native of their city^ Of 
the churches, those of St. Domingo and the Jesuit§ 
are the worthiest of notice ; we went also to view 
the College of St. Carlo Bremeo, in which upward? 
of one hundred noblemen are educated. Most of 
the houses in the dty have porticoes, and covert 
walks ; their chief trade, I understood, con8iste4 
in masks, which they are famous for making, and 
export in great numbers. 

But to proceed : — After seeing the sights, I took 
an affectionate .leave of my old friend ; I confess 
that the parting made me quite melancholy, and 
brought to my mind the happy days I had passed 
with him at my father's house, where he was a 
constant and welcome guest. However, I dis- 
sipated my care by travelling, and about six in 
the evening got sight of the city, so famous for 
its truffles and its cheese ; (of wluch, by the way, 
not one morsel is made in Parma, fpr what are 
called Parmesan cheeses, are made at Piacenza 
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ftnd hodi) ; and was set down at the Osteria di 
Gidlb, where I took up my residence. 

In the morning I was informed that Her Royal 
Highness the Arch-duchess was at her vitta at 
Colomo, a few miles from town. I thevefcn^ 
hired a carriage, and proceeded thither; I was 
struck with the magnificence of the palace, and 
the beauty of the grounds, as I approached the 
end of my journey; which having achieved, I 
announced myself to Her Royal Highness's Cham- 
berlain, and informed him that I came to Colomo 
to present Her Royal Highness with some letters 
from Treviso; the Chamberlain conducted me 
immediately to Her Royal Hi^ness's presence. 
I found her in her billiard-room, playing with some 
of her suite, (amongst whom were the favourite 
musicians belonging to her band,) and without 
appearing to possess the smallest pride, putting 
every person completely at his ease by her fasci- 
nating condescension. She seemed in perfect good 
humour with her game, at which . she appeared 
a great proficient. 

After it was concluded, she came up to me, 
inquired most kindly after II CavaUere Giustiniani; 
conversed with me for some time about Naples par- 
ticulairly, and asked me if I had overseen her sister, 
the Queen of Naples. I rejdied that I had had 
the honour of sin^ng brfore Her Majesty at 
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Pausilippo. "Had you ?^sBiA Her Royal Highness^ 
" then you shall also ring before her skter at 
Colorno. Remain here a few days, if you have time 
to spare, and we will have a little musLc." She 
then left the billiard-rocmi, and desired Count 
Palaracmi, her Chamberlain, to introduce me to 
the gentlemen of her private band ; they were dU 
great favourites with her. I dined with them, 
and they were particularly attentive to me, and 
had an excellent table kept for them, covered with 
the best viands and choicest wines. I paid my 
respects to the Burgundy, which, to be sure, was 
delicious. 

In the evening there was a concert, which Her 
Royal Highness, attended by several Ladies of the 
court, honoured with her presence. She was per- 
fectly affable to all the professors in the orchestra, 
and presided herself at the piano-forte ; the whole 
band was worthy of its reputation. If there 
were any superiority amongst them, in my opinion ^ 
it was in the French horns, played by two 
brothers (whose names I have forgotten), such 
tones I never heard from the instrument as 
those which they produced, in a duet they 
played. 

I sang Sarti's Rondo of " Teco resti, anima 
mia," and accompanied myself on the piano^ 
fojrte. Her Royal Highness did me the honour to 
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appMve, and asked nie who was my uistructor; 
when I mentioiied Aprile« she said that I cer«* 
tainly had had the advantage of the best of 
singing masters. 

At ten o'clock the conc^ finished, and I retired 
to supper with the rest of the professors, aikl 
in the morning, two gentlemen of the band 
took me in a court carriage to see some of 
the beauties of the neighbourhood. At twelve 
o'clock we attended Her Royal Highness at the 
billiard table, where she appeared in a morning 
dress, with a large apron before her, with pockets, 
in which she kept a quantity of silver coin ; she 
always played for some trifling stake, and was 
very anxious to be the winner. She asked me if 
I was fond of billiards, and if I played ; I said I 
had always been partial to it. '^ Come," said she, 
'^ you shall try a game with me :" I had the honour 
of doing so, but Her Royal Highness beat me 
hollow. 

She possessed a very fine person, very tall, 
and rather large ; her features were masculine, but 
still there was a likeness between her and her 
sisters, the Queens of France and Naples. But I was 
told by Count Palavacini that she was much more 
like her mother the Empress Maria Theresa, than 
either of them. The Arch*duke of Parma, her 
husband, and herself, were upon good terms, but 
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seUbm together ; eitiier of Uiem h^d pursuits dia^ 
metrically opposite to the otb^s taste: she, a 
dever acute womam, was Bmi of pleasure ;— -on 
the contrary, he was esteemed very weak;, a great 
Ingot, and half a madman ; his chief amusement 
«nd delight, was, at different periods of the year, 
aocompaxded by some of the fovourite noUemen of 
hi|s court,, to go every step of the way on foot, 
to the different cities and towns of his Dukedom; 
to visit the different churches, and hang up tapestry, 
aiid this too, let the distance be what it would 
from his capital. He was said never to be happy 
but in a church, mounted on a ladder, with a 
hammer in his hand. This mania was spoken of 
in all parts of Italy, insomuch, that he was nidc* 
named the Bayal Upholsterer; but, with the 
exception of this strange propensity, he was 
thought harmless and good-natured. 

I stopped a week at Colorno, where there was 
music every night, and had great pleasure in 
bearing the Arch-duchess's performance. On my 
taking leave of Her Royal Highness, she gave 
me a rouleau of fifty zecchinos, »id a beautiful 
little enamelled watch, set round with small 
diamonds, and a gold cham; on my kissing 
h^ hand for her liberality and condescending 
kindness, she was pleased to compliment me, and 
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wisbed me every success. I took my dutiful l^avl^ 
of her, and bade adieu to the gentlemen of the 
orchestra, whose kindness and attention were so 
marked during my delightful stay at Colomo. 

I returned to Parma, and the Grand Theatre 
not being open for representations^ I got permission 
the next morning to see it. I was much pleased 
at having an opportunity of viewing so fine an 
edifice, it being much larger than the theatre of 
St. Carlos at Naples ; or, indeed, than any othar 
in Europe. There was a small theatre open at 
the time, where plays were representing. I went 
one evening to see Ooldoni's Comedy of II Padre 
di Famiglia. The celebrated Petronio*s acting 
of the Father, was a fine performance. The house 
was crowded, and some very beautiful women 
graced the boxes. The next day, at the Cathedrd, 
(one of the finest in Europe,) I heard a mass 
of Jomelli's chaunted; the singers and band 
were numerous and excellent. I remained two 
days longer there, seeing what was worth viewing, 
and then, without delay on the road, posted to 
Bologna, and took up my abode at my old friend 
Passerines, who was as kind as ever to me. 

While at Bologna, Signer Tambourini, the 
great theatrical broker, offered me two engage- 
ments for the autumn and carnival; one for 
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Barcelona in Spain, and the other for War- 
saw; both of which I was obliged to decline 
on account of my engagement at Venice, to 
which place I shortly proceeded; and, in a few 
days, the Count Vidiman, and La Signora de 
Petris returned thither from Udina. It was then 
the month of October, all the theatres open, and 
the Piaz£a St. Marc in all its revebry, crowded 
with masks, &c. &c. I paid my respects to the 
Oount and the Lady; the Count desired T should 
quit my Hotel, and, for the term of my stay at 
Venice, reside at the house of La Signora de 
Petris, where he said it would be more comfortable 
and economical for me. I had an excellent apart- 
ment there; she kept a table which would 
have gratified Apicius himself. Count Vidiman 
had an elegant Cassinb in the Piazza St. Marc, 
where, every nighty he saw a number of friends ; 
after they came from the theatres, there was 
always a little music, at which the Lady presided; 
and afterwards a supper. La Signora de Petris 
had boxes at all the theatres, whither I used to 
accompany her whenever she went to them. 

At the Theatre of St. Marc, I used to sit at 
the piano-forte as an amateur, and accompany the 
comic operas; — ^it was amusement, as well as 
improvement, to me. At the Theatre of St. 
Samuel there was a powerful comic opera ; — at the 
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head of it was my tld Mend Madame Stdrace'; 
her success was great indeed* Signer Vicenso 
Martini^ the cdebrated S|ianish composer, composed 
the opera ; his was a soul of melody, and mdody 
is the rarest gift a composer can possess, and oae 
which few attain to. I may with safety aver, fironi 
my own knowledge, that I have met with ninety^ 
nine good theorists to one melodist ; nature makes 
the one, study the other. Two of the greatest 
theorists I ever met with were. Friar Padre Martini 
of Bologna, and Sala,.^ the master of the Coa>^ 
aervatorio della Pieta, Naples ; yet neither of these 
ever produced a remarkable melody that I recollect; 
I mean; not such a one as our justly celebrated 
composer. Dr. Ame, used to say, ^' rwould grind 
about the streets upOn the organ." 

I cannot omit here quoting what the immortal 
Haydn has mentioned on the subject of melody ; 
he said, — '^ It is the air which is the charm of 
music, and it is that, which is most difficult to 
produce; — ^patience and study are sufficient for 
the composition of agreeable spunds, but the 
invention of a fine melody is the work of genius i 
the truth is, a fine air needs neither ornament 
nor accessories, in order to please,-^would you 
know whether it really be fine, sing it without 
accompaniments /' 

Storace drew overflowing houses, she was quite 
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the rage ;— she annbanced a 1)eiiefit, the first ever 
given to any performer at Venice; but^ being an 
Cnglisfawonmn, it was granted to her. The honse 
overflowed ; her mother stood at the door to receive 
the caih; the kind-hearted and liberal Venetians 
not only paid the usual entrance money,* but left 
all kinds of trinkets, watch chains, rings, &;c., to 
be given to her ; it was a niost profitable receipt 
for her, and highly compHmentaiy to her talents ; 
but, notwithstanding those honours were heaped 
upon her, a drdumstance occurred, which gave her 
the most poignant annoyance, as well as her 
mother and her friends. 

I have already stated that Stephen Storace was 
her brother, and that she had no other brother, or 
a sister; yet, an unprincipled woman came to 
Venice, and. gave out that she was the sister of 
SigiiOTa Storace, took up her abode in a street 
called La Calla di Carbone, (a quarter of the 
town where ladies of her description were 
ohUged to reside,) where she had her portrait hung 
out of heir window, and Under it written,— 
Questo ^ il ritratto deila sorella deUa i^gnom 
Storace— («'. e. this is the p<»rtrait of Signora 
Storace'a sister). It is almost increfiUe that people 
Aould be so duped ; but it is an absolute fact, that 
the woman's apartments were daily crowded by 
all ranks, to see the supposed sister of their favour* 
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ite soi^ress, atod the impostor gamed a lait^e 
sum of money by the price paid for admission to 
see her. The game was carried on for some iSme, 
but on some of Storace's friends making appHcatkin 
to the Police, the imposture was detected/and its 
contriver imprisoned, and subsequ^itiy banished 
the Venetian Republic. 

It had been an ancient custom in Vaiice for per- 
sonages of this lady's vocation, to have their portraits 
painted, and hung out of the windows of their 
apartments, to attract notice and visitors* In 
Mrs. Behrfs Comedy erf " The Rovers," whi€h was 
revived and altered by Mr. Kemble, and success- 
ftiliy produced at Drury Lane under the tWe of 
** Love in many Masks," is a character drawn 
of one of those women^ whose portrait- Is seen 
Tiangihg out of a balcony on the stage. 

I was one morning sitting in the Rialto^Boffee- 
house with my long-taJled patron, and statmg that 
Storace never had a sister, and wondering that the 
people of Venice could be so imposed upon ; when 
an Abbg, who was sitting close to us, said, — *' Your 
observation may be very true. Sir, that the peofiie 
of Venice, in the instance of which you speek, have 
proved themselves credulous, but, surely not more 
so than your own countrymen ;— when I was in 
London, I was told that they had been taken in 
by a mountebank, who advertised that he would. 
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at one of. their iheatres^ cmep into a quart bottle*. 
The house was crowded to witness this, incredible 
exhibition^ but the cunning mountebank, after 
pocketing the money received at the doors, made 
off with it, and was on his way to Dover before 
the humbug was fimnd out — Now, Sir, I beg tc^ 
ask you, which of the two nations, BngKsh o« 
Venetian, proved itself the greatest, dupe?" The 
question was a puzzler, and I was^ glad not to pro« 
ceed further with the subject, remembering, a little 
too late, the saying, that those who live.in glasa 
houses should not throw stones. 

I continued, until the end of the Carnival, pass^ 
ing my time with very little, variation, living in the 
Up of luxury, and in a vortex of pleasure. We 
began the rehearsal of Anfi)8si's oratorio,' and the 
ftrst week in Lent the performance comnlenced. 
J had.a soi^ which had been composed purposel|r 
for me, and sent from London by Anfbasi to Count 
Vidiman. Nothing could exceed the brilliancy 
of Signorade Petris' execution and feeling; she 
sang divindy, and we repeated the oratorio eigh^ 
n^ts to the fashionables invited by the Coupt 
andtheSignora. There was a particular friend 
of her's, Signer Gioadno Bianphi, then an amateur, 
a man pf very good family, and a sweet singer; 
but, owing to some drcumstances of ^ tendev 
qature, he (][uitted Venice, and went to £ng)aod» 

vol. r. o 
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where, he becwne a suiging-rOMMiter of emiaencey 
esteemed by all his friends for urbamty and talent, 
and highly, patronised by the Earl and Countess of 
Hanoourt^ 

One morning I reodred a message from. His 
Bxcellency the Austrian Ambassador, desuing 
me to go to him in the evening. I waited on 
His Excellency, who in&rmed me that he had 
received a letter from Prince Rosenbergs Grand 
Chamberlain of His Majesty Joseph thO; Second^ 
Emperor of Germany, directing him to ei^pagea 
company of Italian singers for a comic opera» 
to be.. given, at the Court of Vienna; that no 
expense was to be spared, so that the actifsts 
were of the first order ; that no secondary talqnt 
would . be . received amongst them,, and that 
characters were to be filled by those engaged^ 
without distwetion^ according to. their abilities; 
and the will of the director appointed by the 
Emperor* 

The Italian opera hadfor a length of time 
been discontinued at Vienna, and a first rate 
French company of comedians substituted. The 
Emperor and his Court .were at Schoenbrujin» 
and the French company were performing there; 
apartments in the palace had been appointed 
for them, and a plentifuL table .allotted ta their 
exclui^ve. use. One day, wUle they were di^iiddng 
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their wili€f» and dblisii^ ttp the Bi^perbr pasied 
by the salle i manger^ which opened into the 
Royal Gardens; One of th6 gentl^men^ with 
the innate modesty so pecuMatrljr hdoriging to 
Ins nation and profession^ jumped up from table 
with a glass of wine in his haikd, followed His 
Majtety, and said,— ^'' Sire, I have brought yoor 
Majesty some of the trash which is giren us by 
your purveyOT, by ^ay of wine ; we are all dis- 
gusted at his treatment, and beg to request your 
Majesty to order something better, for it is 
ab^tolutefy impos^e for us to drink it;— he says 
it is Burguridy-^o taste it, Sire, I am sure you 
win iiot say it is.** 

The King, with great composure, tasted the 
wme: ^ I think it exceUent,*' said His Majesty, 
^ at least, quite good enough for me^ though, per^ 
liaps, not sufficiently high-^flavoiired for you and 
your companions ; in France, I dare say, you will 
get much better." He then turned on his bed; 
and sending immediately for the Gttmd Chamber- 
Iain, ordered the whole corps diramatique to be 
discharged, and expelled Vienna forthwith. They 
repented their foUy, but His Majesty would never 
hear more of them, and their audacity caused the 
introduction of an Italian opera at Vifenna. 

Count Dnrazzo read the letter containing tluJi 
anecdote to a numerous party assembled at his 
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liouse^ who were much amused at it His ExccSr 
lency then asked me if I should like to go to 
Vienna ; if I did, he would enlist me into the ser- 
vice. I thank^ His Excellency, and answered 
that I should not desire better The Countess 
Ros^berg kindly promised, that if I went there, 
she wotiild give me some letters which might be of 
great service to me ; and His Excellency desireA 
me to consider of it for a day or two, and then 
return and bring my proposals to him. The term 
of my engagement vdth Count Vidiman having just 
expired, I mentioned to him the offer which had 
been made me, which he considered highly advan- 
tageous. Decided by this disinterested advice, 
I waited upon His Excellency the Ambassador, 
and concluded an engagement for one year, my 
salary being at the rate of 400 Venetian goldeii 
jducats (200/.) ; to be lodged free of expense, fuel 
found me, and four lai|;e wax candles per diem, 
which was the customary allowance. I signed the 
agreement with His Excellency, and was highly 
contented with it, and thought myself most lucky 
in having made it. Madame Stbrace was also 
engaged, and the two best comic singers in Europe^ 
Bienud and Mandini. 

When the time for my departure arrived, the 
Countess of Rosenberg gave me; as she had 
.promised, a letter to her noble relative, the Grand 
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Chamberlain ; one to Prince Charles of Licliten* 
stein. Governor of Vienna, and one to Sr Robert 
Keith, His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Vienna, 
From Count Diirazzo I had one for Grand Marshal 
Lacy,. one for Marshal Loudon, and a third for 
the illustrious and witty Prince de Ligne ; more 
powerful recommendations no young man perhaps 
c^ould boast, and, as in my road to Vienna I had 
to' pass through the city of Udina, my kind friend 
Count Vidiman gave me also a letter of intro- 
duction to the "Countess his mother, as well as one 
to the Venetian Count Manini, both of whom 
resided at Udina, 

Thus prepared, I set off from Venice in a 
calassetto, accompanfed by my servant, for Udina ; 
and it was with a heavy heart I quitted dear Italy, 
in which I had been so warmly patronized, and 
found such kindness and hospitality. I proceeded, 
however, on my journey, and alighted at a very 
comfortable inn, on the sign of which was written, 
in capital letters, " No trust to-day, but to-mor- 
row.*' I . was a good deal amused at thefiying 
prbndse, never to be fulfilled, 

Udina is twenty- two leagues fl-om Venice ; the 
town is very neat and pretty, the suburbs particu* 
larly so ; the language of the inhabitants is a Patois, 
a mixture of Italian, French, and German ; the Ve- 
netians ridicule them for a singular mode they }iave 
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oioMfig night, evenit^.BXiA evenings n^ht When 
the VOTCtians speak of them» they say, *' Geote 
qui si fa notte inanzi sera." — {i.e. Peo{de to whom 
itight appears before evening.) I lost no time in 
delivbring my credentials to the Countess Vidiman, 
and afterwards went to present my letter to Count 
Manini, who was residing at a magnificent country 
Sfeat of his, called Pascan ;**^he made me quit my 
ijin, and dtay with him for a couple of days. He 
entertained me splaididly and hospitably, and, on 
my departure^ ordered some deUdons wine, made 
on his own etttate; called Ploolet, (the tast^ of 
which resembled Tokay, but less sweet,) to be put 
into my calassetto. 

After a tedious joumejr, I arrived at Vienna, 
and put up at the sign of the White Ox, and, on 
the following morning, waited upon Signor Salieri, 
to deliver my letter of recommendation from 
^gnor Bertoni. Salieri was a Venetian, and a 
scholar of the celebrated composoF Guzman; 
Salieri, himself, indeed, was a compo^^r of emi* 
nence.-^He was maestro di cappella at th^ 
Court of Vienna, and a great favourite with the 
Emperor. He presided at the harpsichord at the 
theatre, and ^as sub-director under Prince Bosen^ 
bui^. Grand Chamberlain of the Court. He was 
a little man, with an expressive countenance, and 
his eyes were full of genius. I have often heard 



Digitized by 



Google 



StoTSice's motlk^ sisy^ be Waae^tremtij Kte ^Qam 
riok^ .He receive itie politely* and infionnediad 
ttee his.opera of ''La Scuola delGelosi/' was tbe 
fiYsl jto be porformed) in which I wai to make my 
&ekmU He accoiY^pani^ me to thd apartments 
Irbjchhad been taken for nie» and which 6»nai^d 
of an exoeUebt first and second flooi*, elegantly 
fixmbhed^ in the most ddightfol part c^ Vieiina 
I was found, as usual, in fuel and wax candles^ 
and a carriage to take me to rehearsals, and to 
and from the theatse, whenever I performed « 

After haying been duly installed in my new 
residence, I ddiveiied all my recommenidatory 
letters, and was delighted with the reception I met 
witihi, from those to whom they were addibssed} 
pifftieularly fiNnh Maisfaals Loudon and Laoy, and 
Sir-Robert Keitby**^the affability of the la^ was 
highly flattering to my feelings. I was altogethei^ 
delighted, and thought Vienna a del^tfbl cityj 
and a charming place of residence. In a fortnight 
after my arrival the theatre opened. Storace and 
Benud's receptions were perfectly enthusiastic, aqd^ 
t may perhaps be pamitted to saiy, that I had nd 
reltsan to complain of my own. 

Th^ Bnipdror, Jeseph IIv accompanied by hfa[ 
brother Maximnian^ th^ Archbishop of G<4ognei 
were present at the |)erformtfnce, and evinced theit 
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apiiroboifon'faf the applause tl^ At 

the -period I speak of, the Court of Vienna was, 
perhaps, the most brilliant in Europe. Thii 
th^ati^e^ which forms part of the Royal Palace, was 
crowdiid with a blaze of beauty and fashion. AU 
ranks' of society were doatingly fond of nnuic, ktA 
most of them perfectly understodd the science. 
Indeed, Vienna then was a place whei^ pUsosure 
wa^the order of the day and night. 
. The women, generally speaking, are beautifid ; 
they . have fine comj^slons, and symmetrical 
figures, the lower orders particularly. All the 
servant-maids are anlious^ to shew their tiet^ 
(which are universally handMm^,) and are very 
ambitidus of having^ neat shoes and stcickings. 
Vienaa» in itself, then contained betweta 80^000 
and 90,000 inhabitants, and is suifrounded by tot- 
tifieations, which served fi)r pleasant walks ;-^ 
the rampaHs are picturesquely beautiful.' Ther^ 
aite two Fauxbourgs at Vienna, which contain 
170^000 inhabitants of aU descriptions. Thkt 
si^erb'riv^, the Danube, bonkrs the cental 
toivl}^ and: seiparates on one side the Fauxbourg of 
Leopoldstadt, from the Prater, reckoned the finest 
piromdnlide in Europe, lli^pa are many sjdenidid 
pakcea in thQ Fauxbouvgs. -Among the most 
conspicuous, are those of Prince Sohwftrtzenbnii^y 
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an^ /Prince AcUun Ausbaq^, iec. I had the hmetfr 
of being patronized by Prince Aiipbergi — ,W» 
H^^ness mnplojred a great numbesr of workmen 
at his ovn expense in a n^aBU&ctarf for steel, and 
allJd&ds of htfdware, which he had established. 
I have seen some things from his fafarique, which 
would not lose by comparison with the excellent 
wwkmanship of Mr. Bolton's manufactories at 
Birmii^ham. His Highness also was a great 
patnMi' of musical performatices. He had a beau- 
tiful theatre in his palace* at which I saw the 
Countess Hatzfiidld perform inimitably well, in 
Gluck's serious opera of ** Alceste."^ She was a 
chavming woman, and fiiU of talent* 

The Prater, as I said .before, I consider the 
finest public [gomenade in Europe, far surpasring 
in variety our own beautiful Hyde Park* It is 
about four miles in length; on each side of the 
road are fine chesnut trees, and a number of 
avenues and.retired drives. These roads, on spring 
and summer evenings, are thronged with carriages. 
On all rides, as in our Hyde Park and Bushy 
Park, deer are seen quietly grazing, and gazing at 
the passing crowds. At the end of the principal 
avenue is an excellent tavern,, besides which, in 
many other parts of this enchanting spot, there are 
inqumerable cabarets, frequented by people of 
all ranks in the evening, who immediately qfter 
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dinner t»^eoeed thither to reg^ thennelyes withf 
their favourite di^» Med chickens, cold ham^ and 
sausages ; white beer, and Hdfner wines, by way 
of dessert; and stay there untfl a late honr: 
dancing, .music, and every description of merriment 
prevail; and every evenings when not prafessira-^ 
ally engaged, Iwas sure to be in the midst of iti 
The Danube runs through part of this charming 
retreat One evening, Salieri proposed to me to 
accompany him to the Prater. At this time he 
was composing his opera of Tarare, for the Grand 
Opera House at Paris. At the beck of the 
cabaret, where -we had been taking refreshments, 
near the banksr of the Danube, we seated oprselve^ 
by the river side ; he took item his pocket a sketch 
(of that subsequently popular air which he had that 
morning composed, jik ! povero Calpigu While 
he was singing it to me with great earnestness 
and gesticulation, I cast my eyes towards the river, 
and spied a large wild boar crossing it, near the 
place wltere we were seated. I took i6 my htels; 
and the composer followed me, leaving •* PwetS 
Calpigir and (what waa worse) a flagon of excel- 
lent Rhenish wine behind us, which was to me a 
greater bore than tiie brisdy animal, whose visit 
seemed intended for us. The story was food %ir 
much laughter, when we were out of danger. 
Satteri> indeed^ would make a joke of anything; 
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fin* he was a' very pleasant man, and mitdk 
esteemed at Vienna ; and t considered mjself in 
high luck to be noticed by hinu 
: ,£tortly after I had presented my letter to him, 
Marshal Lacy did me the honour to invite me to 
diiie with him> and amongst c^her great men who 
were his guests^ I had the honour to meet Marshal 
Laudon. I- looked upon it as a great event in 
ft young man's fife^ to be seated at the same 
table with these two heroes ; rivals in the art of 
war, though attached friends. Marshal Lacy was 
a fine looking man ; free, convivial, and communi-^ 
cative ; he was about seventy years of age, of 
Irish extraction, but himself a Russian bom. He 
kad amassed a splendid fortune, and lived in a 
princely style, and was in high favour with the 
Emperor. 

. Marshal Laudon was a v^ry different kind of 
personage ; he aj^ared to be the sdidier only, and 
spoke very little ; he seemed about the same agg 
as Marshal Lacy, but they were very different. 
Marshal Laudon was of Scotch extraction, but A 
lavoniah by birth. Such were hiis military talents^ 
that he rose from the ranks in the Imperial Guard 
^ the highest military command in the service ; 
POmI was, as all the world knows, a rival of the 
great Frederick; yet, although they had dftaft 
fXMfjtended with varied success, either admitted 
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the splendid talents of the other. As a proof 
of this* an anecdote was told me, by the cele- 
brated and witty Prince de Ligne, who indeed 
said' he could vouch for its' triith from personal 
knowledge. 

In an interval of peace between Austiia and 
Prussia, Frederick the Great was at Silesia, at the 
same time with the Prince de Ligne, Marshal 
Brown, Marshal Laudon, and many Austrian 
officers. The king gave them a graiid dinner, io 
which several Russian officers were invited. Mar- 
shal I^udon liVas placed at table vis-a-^vis to 
Frederick. The king rose, and said, " Marshal 
Laudon, I request you wiU quit your seat; come 
hither and sit by me, for believe me (and with 
sincerity I speak it) I always prefer having you 
at my side to having you opposed to me." The 
Prince de Ligne said, that Laudon was. highly 
gratified by this elegant compliment from so great 
a warrior. 

The people of Vienna were in. my time dancii^ 
mad; as the Carnival approached, gaiety began 
to display itself on all sides, and \vheli it really 
came, nothing could exceed its brilliancy. The 
ridotto rooms, where the masquerades took place, 
were in the palace, and . spacious and. commo- 
dious as they were, they were actually crammed 
with n(asqueraders. I never saw, or indeed beard 
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of any suite of rooms, wh^ elegaliee ao4 ^on^ 
venienoe were more considered ; |or the propen^ 
sity of the Vieima ladies for dancing and going 
to carnival masquerades was so determined^ 
that nothing was permitted to interfere with 
their enjoyment of their favourite amuseinent 
— nay, sb notorious was it, that, for the sake^ 
ladies in the family way, who could not be per*- 
suaded to stay at home, there were apartments 
prepared, with every convenienoe, for their ac^ 
couchement, should they be unfortunately requined 
And I have been gravely ixM, and almost beljevt; 
that there have actuaUy been instances of the utUilgr 
of the arrangement. The ladies of Vienpa avtf 
particularly celebrated for their graces and move^ 
ments in waltzing, of which they never tire. JPct 
my own part, I thought waltzing from ten at night 
until sevien in the morning, a continual whirl^g ; 
most tiresome to the eye, and ear,— to $ay nothing 
of any Worse consequences. . . - 

One evening, at one of these, .masquerades^ a 
well-turned compliment was paid to the Bmperor^ 
by a gentleman wfad went in the character of 
I^ogenes with hid lantern, in search of a man. 
In -going round the room he suddenly met the 
Emperor. He immediately iuade a low obeisanpid 
to His Majesty, and, opening his lantern, extin- 
guished the candle, saying, iii a^ loud tone* " ^^ 
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tMvata fl iioHK>" <I have found tke mm) ; he^tihim 
took his departure, and left the ball voom^ Ek 
WAS fiaid to hftve been a ciourtier, but none of the 
courtiers would admk that he was. 

Another farourite amusement, goii^iforward at 
this period of the year, is a Course de tratoeauK, of 
procession of sledges. These sledges are richly 
oroemented, and carved with figures of all kinds 
of monsters, and inlaid with burnished gold^ 
&^, A vast number of carrettasand cartb, <hi the 
day previous to this sii^ular spectacle gather snowi 
and distribute it akmg the principal streets of 
Vienna, in order that the sledges may be drawn 
with perfect security. The effect at nighty by 
twch^light, is like enchantment. I have sees 
forty (V fifty sledges draiwn up, one behind the 
other; in every sledge was a lady seated, covered 
with diamonds, in furs and pelisses; b^Bid 
each was a gentleman, as magmficentiy dressec^ 
driving; before every sledge, were two running 
fi)otmen, having long poles, with knobs of silver 
aft their ends« The Hungarian Prince Dietl^es- 
steen, the Grand Master of the Horse, was always 
the first to lead the Traineaux. The immetee 
velocity with which these things are drawn fe 
perfectly astonishing: they go on, for three ofr 
four hours, and die proeession, at its ddse, draws 
up before the Emperor's palace. The running 
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IbetiDMi baiee jrosHjr lihreiies^ and .th» hanm iM 
ei^Briso&ed mtii nch tiii|ppuigs/ atadlaige plutmal 
o£milk-^hite £eRther8» taid the spectede^ upon the 
wfaole^ k very mi^iiificent.' 

L wtb quite charmed with mj aitu^on^at 
Vaemui;; nothing cQold ^cceed the. gaiety of that 
dafightfid place* I was fortunate enbugh to get 
iiitmduced to the heat society ; my salary amply sspt 
phedjny wants and wishes^ and the puUic were kind 
and induJ^snt to me when I appeared ooi the stages 
The> kind countenance of . Sir Robert Keith, wm 
tiot. a: little oanduoire in advancing me in. th^ good 
Qpiaion of tihei I^iciesctord of the theatoe:. ; i 

. Adith^ theatre was in the pabce, the Empenir 
cSteb honoured the ; rehearsals with his presenei^ 
and discoursed familiarly with the perfomielPik 
He i^eke Italian like n /TutesB, «nd was ^dT- 
fabLe^atid £»09deeiceiiding. .Heramealmoseev^ 
n%ht to the operas aofompaaied by his nephew; 
FiTWci^i then, a y^outfa. He usually' entered hia 
bo« at the bfjgij^tng of the poece, but if not th^eM 
at the piecis^ moment, the curtain was^to be drawn 
up ; he had given orders that he was nfever to be 
wa^edi for. He was passionately . fi>tid of mti^ 
a4d.ainio^t excellent and accurate judge of it.- Hii 
vmd^ of living was.t|aite metlMMttcaL He got up 
emry mmtoiiig, winter and summer, at five 
o'clock^ wrote in fajis canceUina ($tudy) untit tAoe, 
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then took a cup of chocolate, and tramaded 
business \|rith his ministers till one. He was 
very p^ial to t|ie jeu de paam^ and a good 
player. He had a fine racket covrt, apd when iwt 
in it, he usually Walked or rode from one tiU tiuee : 
punctually at a quarter after three, his dimier wbb 
served; he almost always dined on one disb— 4x>iled 
bacon^ which the people, from his partialHy to it» 
GaUed caizer flush, ue. the Emperor's meat; 
sometimes he had a dish of Hungarian beef bouillie, 
with horse radish and vinegar, but rarely, if ever, 
any other : his beverage at dinner was water ; and 
after dinner one goblet of Tokay wine. Duciqg 
dinner, he allowed only one servant to be in the 
room ; and was never longer at the meal than half aa 
an hour. 

At five, be \isually walked m the corridcHTy near 
bis diniog room, and whilst there, was accessible 
)tp the complaints of the meanest of his subjects : be 
beaixi them with complaisance, apd was ever ready 
to redress their grievances^ He generally wore either 
a gi^en or white uniform faced witli red ; nor did 
I e^ver see him that he was not continually puttiqg 
chocolate drops, which he took from his waistcoat 
pocket, into his mouth. When he walked out, he 
took a numbjer of golden sovereigns with him, and 
distributed them personally among the indigmt* 
Hq was an entemy to pomp and parade, and avoided 
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them as much as possible; indeed, hardly any- 
private gentleman requires so little attendance as 
he did. He had a seat for his servant behind* 
bis carriage, and when he went abroad in it 
(which was hardly ever the case in the day time) 
he made him sit there. I was one day passing 
through one of the corridors of the palace, and 
came directly in contact with him; he had his 
great coat hanging on his arm : he stopped me, 
and asked me in Italian, if I £d not think it was 
very hot; he told me that he felt the heat so 
oppressive that he had taken off his great codt, 
preferring to carry it on his arm. 

To the Princesses Lichtenstein, Schwartzenbeig, 
Lokowitz, and the Countess Thoun, he was parti- 
cularly partial, and often paid them evening visits, 
but always retired unattended to Us' carriage^ 
which stood in the street, for he nevcfr allowed 
it to be driven into the court yards, where othei? 
carriages were waiting. His desire was, never ^ 
to have any fuss made about him, or to give any 
trouble, which was all mighty amiable; but as 
there is, and ought to be, in all civilized countries^ 
a marked and decisive, diistinction betw^n the • 
Sovereign and the subject, did not appear particu*^ 
larly wise, even if it were not particularly affected 5 -. 
and of all prides, .that is the most contemptible^ 
which, as Southey says, •* apes humility.*' 

VOL. I. P 
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The preSerit Bmjperof Francis, at th^ period 6i 
which I am writing, was as thin as possible. I 
do not think I ever saw so thin a youth ; his Uncle 
was very rigid with him, and made him enUse %h^ 
army, mount guiard, clean his horse, and go throttgh 
the duties of a comliion soldier, until he pro- 
gressively rose to the rank of an officer. 

TTie Emperor Joseph had a strange aversion 
from sitting for his portrait, although the greatest 
artists were anxious to have the honour of taking 
it. Felegrini, the celebrated painter, solicited to be 
allowed the honour, but in vain. — The Emperor 
said to him, ^* There can be no occasion for taking 
up your time and mine by my sitting to you; if 
you are anxious to have a likeness of me, draw the 
portrait of an ill-looking man, with a wide mouth 
and large nose, and then you wiU have a &c- 
simile." The reverse, however, wais the fact, for 
his majesty had an intelligent countenance a fine 
set of teeth, and when he laughed and showed 
them, was rather faandsonle than otherwise. 

There was a wide difference between the habits 
of Joseph the Sedond, and those of his prime 
minister Prince Kaunitz, who was a niost eccen- 
tric personage, but reckoned nevertheless a great 
statesman. He Was said to be very proud of having 
made up the match between Louis XVI. and 
the unfortunate Maria Antoinette. For several 
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mbiiths in the year he kept opelfi house for all 
strangiers, provided they had been presented to 
him by their respective ambassadors; he kept a 
splendid table, and those who were by then- intro- 
duction entitled to dine with him, had only to send 
tiieir names to his porter before ten o'clock in the 
morning. For my own part, I have wondered 
how he could get any persons to be his guests, so 
extraordinary was his mode of receiving them* 
He rose very late in the day, and made a pdnt 
before dinner of taking a ride in his riding-hoiise, 
which he never commenced until the whole of his 
company were assembled for dinner : after having 
deliberately ridden as loi^ as he thought fit, he 
proceeded^ w^ioat making any excuse, to make 
Ms toiiette. 

' Though a very old man, he was very fond of 
adorning hid person, and remarkably particular in 
having his hair well dressed, and Men poudr^.-^ln 
order to accoiti{di6h this object, he had four valets 
with powder puffs, puffing away at him until his 
hair was powdered to his satisfaction, while he 
walked about his dressing room in a mask. An- 
other of his eccentricities was, that at all times, 
when he had at his table ambassadcnrs, foreigners, 
and ladies of the first distinction, he would imme- 
diately after dinner, have all the apparatus for 
cleaning his teeth put down upon the table; 
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literallj tooth brashes, basons, &c.; and, witht 
out the least excuse to his company, would go 
through the whole process of cleaning his. teeth ; a 
ceremony which lasted for many minutes. It. was. 
justly said of him, that he first made his guests sick 
by leaking them wait so long for their dinner, and 
that after they had dined, he made them sick again, 
by this filthy custom. But in every thing else he 
was a strict observer of etiquette, and piqued himself 
emit; thinking, with Lord. Chesterfield, that eti- 
quette was the characteristic excellence of good- 
society. 

The Italian operas were performed at Vienna 
only three times a week, the other four nights 
(including Sundays), were appropriated to German 
plays, which I made a point of attending, as 
there were two lai^e boxes always kept for the 
Italian company, on one side of the theatre, and. 
on the other, two for the German company. I have 
with delight seen there the great actor Schroeder, 
who was called the Garrick of Germany. His Sir 
Peter Teazle was an excellent performance, and 
his Lord Ogleby not inferior to King's, and, iu my 
opinion, those two were the best representatives o£ 
the old eccentric nobleman I ever saw. Schroeder 
was also very great in King Lear: Ttie scene 
where he asks after his fool was one of the most 
exquisite pieces of acting I ever beheld, and indeed^; 
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he was -yerygceat in most of Shakspeare's fiays 
which had been translated into German. ' 

His performance of Sir Benjamin Dove» in Cum- 
berland's play of ** The Brothers," was also an exqui* 
site piece of acting; as was the Captain Irotiisides 
of Brockman, who was an excellent comedian, 
as well as tragedian. When Brockman went, by 
permission of the Emperor, to act for a limited 
period at BerUn, his performance of Hamlet wlas 
reckoned by the Prussians such a masterpiece, thiat 
there was a medallion struck of him in that cha« 
racter. He gave me one of them, which, I am 
sorry to say, I lost. All the cities in Germany 
wished to have this great perforfnel*, but he would 
not leave Vienna, though tempted by offers of 
great emolument, and would only occasionally go 
to Hamburgh, for, although that theatre could not 
pay half so well as many others, he preferred 
it beyond all the rest ; and the reason which he 
gave me for this predilection was, that in Ham* 
burgh he could get fresher herrings (in which he 
delighted) than in any other place. 

He was a Tery studious man, but absent and 
indolent; indeed, proverbially so. To one trait of 
his indolence, I was myself a witness. 

Shakspeare's Othello was brought out for the 
first time on a Saturday night; he personated 
the Moor, which part^he did not wish to act. 
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though, he said, he was delighted with it, liecause 
the trouble of blacking his face was to him accu- 
mulated horror ; however, the Emperor issued his 
commands, and there was no appeal; he, of course, 
acted it, and so finely, that His Majesty commanded 
it to be repeated on the Sunday, announcing that 
he would agsan honour the performance with his 
presence. I had been engaged previously to dine 
with Brockman, on that day, with some other 
friends. We went accordingly, and to our 
great surprise, Brockman presided at taUe, 
with his face as black as it had been the night 
before. He excused his strange appearance by 
telling us that he had gone through so mueh fatigue 
and trouble in blacking his face for the Saturday's 
performance, that he would not wash it off, as, if 
he had done so, he should have had to undergo 
the same painful process on the following even^ 
ing, rather than which, he had sat up all the 
preceding night in an arm-chair. This curious 
instance of innate laziness produced much laughter 
and surprise amongst us. 

When my old and valued friend Charles Kemble 
went to Vienna, I gave hini a letter of introduction 
to Brockman, and I am sure he will corroborate my 
encomia of his acting. Schroeder, who was an ex- 
cellent dramatic writer, translated ** The Constant 
Couple" into German, and acted Alderman Smuggler 
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himself, and Brockman [Aa^ed filr Harry Wttdairi 
this comedy had a great run. Sdiroeder told 
me, that he went to Lcxidon for the purpose of 
seeing the School for Scandal) previously td 
tnm^Iating it He undemtood English perfectly^ 
imd qpoke it with fluency* J was told by those 
whose judgment I coyld depend on» that his trans* 
lations into German, were very good I was not 
euffidently acquainted with the language to be a 
judge of thdr literary merits, but still I understood 
Oerman quite enough to be delighted with the 
representations. 

It was rather singular that Schroeder, while 
in England, never made himself known to «iy 
theatrical person. During the time he was in 
liOndoD, he went (as he tcdd me) every night 
the School for Scandal was performed, and placed 
himself in the middle ci the pit* He gave 
the most unqualified praise to the English actors^ 
M being true to nature. He regretted not having 
bad the good fortune to see Garrick ; but he had a 
rery fine picture of him, which he shewed me: it 
was the first I had ever seen of him, and I had not 
the good fortune to seethe original ; but ihe por« 
trait oertainly bcx!e a great rfesttnblance to the 
oamposer Salieri. 

4Bdiroeder produced a dramatic piece, of which I 
mtnesied the firptr^resentatioiit called '*TheFree* 
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masons.'' Cfanat euiiositf was excited bj the title: 
l4iQ*e;were^ at that tnne^ a number of Lodges in 
Vienna, and parties w^re formed to condemn tbe 
piece, should any thing transpire in the repre* 
sepitation to ridicule the masonic ceremonies; but 
there wm nothing in the pece which was not 
perfectly allowable and respectful to the crafts 
The: most rigid mason could not find any thing 
to censure, for every thing was complimentary to 
their useful and respected society. The cohse*^ 
quence was, the piece was received with raptu-i* 
rous applause, and represented for a number of 
nights. 

Cumberland's West Indian was a favourite, and 
always received great appkuse ; Schroeder wa^ the 
representative of Major O'Flaherty.—I was well 
acquainted with the play from my childhood:— 
In DubUn, many times and oft, I had seen Ryder 
in the Major, Mrs. Sparkes in Charlotte Rusport, 
and the Prince of all Belcours-^Lewis. I con- 
sixjered Lewis> in hLs line, a perfect actor; but, 
candidly speaking, I thought his best days 
wisre past before my friend Frederick Reynolds 
made hiiq 9 dramatist. The Vienna Belocnir was 
Lange, esteemed the most perfect representative 
of the lover and gentleman on the German 
st^gp. He was a fine perfi>rmer, and, like my 
friend and countryman. Pope, considered an 
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excellent miniature painter^ as well as an ornament 
to the stage. He spoke English very weU, and 
had the reputation of being a good^ scholar. — ^His 
society was much courted. 

How a Vienna audience could relish a national 
Iri^h character like O'Flaherty, was to me a 
matter of great surprise, as I never heard, but 
once, that the Irish brogue was translatable; 
to be sure, that was from pretty good autho- 
rity. — I happened one morning to meet the 
Right Honourable John Philpot Gurran in Pall 
Mall, and, in the course of conversation, he told 
me that he had beeii the night before to Drury 
Lane, to see the West Indian. — " Well," said I, 
^^ did you not think that my friend Jack Johnstone 
was an inimitable Major O'Flaherty ?" — ^^ Why, 
indeed," said he, ** I thought it an able repre- 
sentation of the Irish gentleman, but not of the 
Irish brogue— our friend Jack Johnstone does not 
give us the brc^ue. Sir, he translates it." 

I told Mr. Curran that I was sorry to differ in opi« 
nion with such an excellent judge as his Honour, 
but that, through the earlier part of my life, in Italy, 
Sicily, and Germany, I had associated with a num- 
ber of Irish officers, and it appeared to me that 
nothing could be more like their manner than 
my friend's performance ; indeed, I thought him 
unique, and suspected, that had his brogue been 
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broader, it might have been untntelKgible to a» 
English audience. 

Schroder's representation of this part appeared, 
by the applause he received, and the laughter he 
produced, to delight his auditors. The EmpeYor 
Joseph was partial to his performance of it. An« 
other fiivourite part of Schroeder's, was Gradus, 
in Mrs. Cowley's " Who's the Dupe ?'* That cele^ 
brated, and most excellent low comedian, Widman, 
the great pet of the good people of Vienna, acted 
Old Doiley, and convulsed the house with laughter^ 
I Jknew him well ; he was a singular character, and, 
fike the celebrated Italian Harlequin at Paris, a 
prey to hypochondriacal affection, always fancying 
ttooi one hour to another he should breathe his 
last, and continually taking medicine to avert the 
impending calamity. In the characters of " Vol- 
pone," in the " Comedy of the Fox," and the 
•• Tartuffe of Moliere,'* he was super-excellent. — 
He was one of the committee of five actors who 
were directors of the drama ; the other four were 
Brocfcman, Lang^ and the two brothers Stephani, 
both excellent comedians in their line. The elder 
Stephani was reckoned a man of consideraUe 
literary talent. It was his province to read all 
the new pieces that Were presented, and send his 
opinion of their merits to Prince Rosenberg, the 
Grand Chamberlain. 
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There was a law amongst the committee of 
five actors, that one of them, in full dress ; bag^ 
and sword, &c. should be in attendance during 
the performance every evening, to announce 
the entertainments of the following night, aad 
make any appeal to the audience which might be 
necessary, always being one of the actors not 
otherwise concerned in the business of the evening. 
The leading female of the company was Madame 
Sacqui, considered as a rival in talent to the cele-' 
brated Clairon, so much praised by Garrick. 
Madame Sacqui was a fine woman, but I should 
think turned of forty when I saw her ; she had a 
sweet countenance, and the rays of beauty still 
lingered about her. I have seen hev with great 
delight in the " Widow of Malabar." 

There was a species of drama at that time much 
in vogue at Vienna, and indeed all over Germany, 
called a Monologue^ and which has since been 
occasionally introduced upon the English st^e. 
The person who performs, is accompanied between 
the different speeches by music, made to accord 
with the different passages of the recitation. 
Madame Sacqui performed ** Medea,** in " Jason 
and Medea." — ^Her representation of the part 
was truly terrific, and the muisic, the composition 
of the celebrated Bendar, sublime. Another 
Monologue, entitled ** Ariadne and Theseus," was 
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divinely aded by Mademoiselle Jacquet^ the sister 
of the lovely Ademberger, of whom, it was said> . 
that she united the elegance of the Graces, Witk 
the talents of the Mu^es ; nc^hing could be more 
i^fieoting than her grief and despair when aban^ 
doned by Theseus. I never missed her represfen^ 
tation of Ariadne^ and each time I saw it I fancied 
I discovered new beauties in it : the music of the 
piece composed by Graum, the favourite composer 
of the King of Prussia, was very beautiful and- 
appropriate. 

Melpomene might well be proud of her two 
great followers, as might Thalia of the income 
parable and matchless Madame Ademberger, wife 
of a tenor singer who performed at the Opera 
House in London. She was called nature's darling, 
child. I never then had seen Mrs. Jordan ; but Ste- 
phen Storace, who had just come to Vienna from 
London, had repeatedly seen her, and told me 
that Madame Adembei^er was her very prototype in 
figure, voice, action, and genius. Her.perfonnance 
of P^gy, in the " Country Girl," was a treaty 
and when I came to England, and saw Mrs. Jordan 
at Drary Lane in the same character, had I not 
been convinqed tiiat they never could have seen 
each other, I should have sworn that one of them 
copied the other, so great was their resemblance. 
Brpckman's acting in ** Moody" was a master^ 
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piece^ and, strange to sajr, (for they neither coul4 
have seen each other^) veiy much iii the style of 
King's representatimi of that part ' 

In. the midst of my devotion to tragedy and 
comedy^ I did not forget what I owed to music» 
and what moire favourable opportunity could offer 
fbr evincing my devotion to the science of har- 
mony, than that which presented itself, of visiting 
the immortal Haydn. He was living at Eisenstadt,' 
the palace of Prince Esterhazy, in whose service 
he was, and thither I determined to go and pay 
my respects to him ; accordingly, accompanied by 
a friend of mine of the name of Brida, a young 
Tyrolese merchant, I set off post to fulfil my 
intentions. 

I had the pleasure of spending three days with' 
him, and received from him great hospitality and 
kindness. The Prince Esterhazy lited in regat 
splendour; his revenues are enormous, and His' 
Highness spent his great fortune with munificence 
and noble liberality. He was particularly fond 
of music; — ^his band was formed of great profes- 
sors \ — Haydn was his maitre de chapelle. There 
was at Eisenstadt, merely for the amusement of 
the Prince, bis family, suite, and vassals, an Italian 
Opera, a German, and a French theatre, and the 
finest Fantoccini in Europe. 

At this delightful place Haydn composed the 
greatest part of his immortal works. I saw and 
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admired the diflFerent artists employed by the 
Prince, who unanimously gave His Highness an 
enviable character for geparogity and exalted 
goodness. His vassals absolutely adored him. 

The country about Eisenstadt is delightfully 
picturesque, abounding, in wood and water, and 
all kinds of game. The: Prince had the goodness 
to desire Haydn to take one of his carriages, that 
we might drive about and see all the beauties of 
this terrestrial paradise, for such I thought it. His 
Highness was very partial to' shooting,' hunting, 
and fishing. 

We took our departure on the evening of the 
third day, delighted and flattered viith the gracious 
kindness we had received, and with light hearts 
arrived at Vienna. 

Upon my return, my servant informed me l^at 
a lady and gentleman had called upon me^ wba 
said they came frcHU £nglai»i, mxd requested to 
see me at their hotel. I called the next morning, 
and saw the gentleman, who said hii name was 
BottereUi, that he wad the Italian poet of the 
King's Theatre in the Haymaii^et, and that his 
wife was an English woman, and a principal singer 
at Vauxhall, Banelf^h, the Pantheon, &c. Her 
object in visiting Vienna was to give a concert, to 
be heard by the Emperor, and if she gave that 
satisSsKstion, (which she had no doubt she would,) 
to accept of an engag^^nent at the Boyal Theatre ; 
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and he added, that she had letters for the first 
nobility in Vienna. 

The. lady came into the room ; she was a very 
fine woman, and seemed sinking under the con« 
$cious load of her own attractions. — She really 
had powerful letters of recommendation. Prince 
Charles Lichtenstein granted her his protections 
and there was sueh interest made for her, that the 
Emperor himself signified his Royal intention of 
honouring her concert with his presence. Every 
thing was done for her ; — the orchestra and singers 
were engaged ;— the concert b^an to a crowded 
house, but, I must premise we had no rehearsal* 
< At the end of the first act» the beauteous 
Syren, led into the orchestra by her caro sposo, 
placed herself just under the Emperor's boix, the 
orchestra being on the st^e. ^e requested me to 
accompany her song On the piano-f«te.-— I of 
course consented. Her air and manner spoke 
^ dignity and love.*' The audience sat in inute 
i^nd breathless expectation. The doubt was^ 
whether she would melt into their ears in a fine 
cantabile, or burst upon them with a brilliant 
bravura. I struck the chc»*ds of the s)'mphony — 
silence reigned — when, to the dismay and asto- 
liishment of the brilliant audience, she bawled out, 
without feeling or remorde, voice or time, or indeed 
one note in tune, the huntii^ song of ^' Tally ho!'* 
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in all its pure originality. She continued shrieking 
out Tally bo ! tally ho ! in a manner and tone so 
loud and dissonant, that they were enough to blow 
4iff the roof of the house. The audience jumped up 
terrified ; some shrieked with alarm, some hissed, 
others hooted/ and many joined in the unknown, 
yell, in order to propitiate her. The Emperor 
called me to him, and ask^d me in Italian (what 
tally ho! meant?) — ^t replied I did not know, and 
literally, at that time, I did not 

His Majesty, the Emperor, finding, that even /, 
a native of Great Britain, either could not, or 
would not, explain the purport of the mysterious 
words, retired with great indignation from the 
theatre, and the major part of the audience, con- 
tinced by His Majesty's sudden retreat that they 
contained some horrible meaning, followed the 
Royal example. The ladies hid their faces vrith 
their fans, and mothers were heard in the lobbies 
cautioning their daughters on the way out, never 
to repeat the dreadful expression of " tally ho," 
nor venture to ask any of their friends for a 
translation of it. 

The next day, when I saw the husband of 
" tally ho," he abused the taste of the people of 
Vienna, and said that the song which they did 
not know how to appreciate, had been sung by 
the celebrated Mrs. Wrighton at Vauxh&U, and 
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was a great favourite all over England. Thus, 
however, ended the exhibition of English taste ; 
and Signora Tally Mo ! with her Italian poet, went. 
hunting elsewhere, and never iletumed to Vienna, 
at least during mj residence. 

I went one evening to a concert of the celebrated 
Kozeluch's, a great composer for the piano-forte, 
as well as a fine performei' on that instrument. 
I saw there the composers Vanhall.and Baron 
Didetrstoff, and, what was to me one of the great- 
est gratifications of my musical life, was there 
introduced to that prodigy of genius — Mozart. ^ 
He favoured the company by performing fantasias 
and capriccios on the piano-forte. His feeling, 
the rapidity of his fingers, the great execution 
and strength of his left hand, particularly, and 
the apparent inspiration of his modulations, 
astounded me. After this splendid performance 
we sat down to supper, and I had the pleasure to 
be placed at table between him and his wife, 
Madame Constance Weber, a German lady of 
whom he was passionately fond, and by whom he 
had three children. He conversed with me a 
good deal about Thomas Linley, the first Mrs. 
Sheridan's brother, with whom he was intimate at 
Florence, and spoke of him with great ajQTection. 
Hq said that Linley was a true genius, and he 
felt that, had he lived, he would have been one of 

VOL. I. Q 
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the greatest ornaments of the musical world. 
After supper the young branches of our host had 
a dance, and Mozart joined them. Madame 
Mozart tdd me, that great as his genius was, 
he was an enthusiast in dancing, and often said 
thai; his taste lay in that art, rather than in 
music. 

He was a remarkably small man, very thin and 
pale, with a. profiision of fine fair hair, of which 
he was rather vain. He gave me a cordial invi- 
tation to his house, of which I availed mysdf, and 
passed a great part of my time there. He always 
received me with kindness and hospitality. — He 
was remarkably fond of punch, of which beverage 
I have seen him take copious draughts. He was 
also fond of billiards, and had an excellent billiard 
table in his house. Many and many a game have 
I played with him, but always came off second 
best. He gave Sunday concerts, at which, I never 
was missing. He was kind-hearted, and always 
ready to obUge, but so very particular, when he 
played, that, if the slightest noise were made, 
he instantly left off. He One day made me sit down 
to the piano, and gave credit to my first master, 
who had taught me to place my hand well on the 
instrument.^ — ^He conferred on me what I con- 
sidered a high compliment. I had compose^^ a 
little melody to Metastasio's canzonetta, " Grazie 
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agP inganni tuori," which was a great favourite 
wherever I sang it. It was very simple, but had 
the good fortune to please Mozart. He took 
it and composed variations upon it, which werfe 
truly beautiful ; and had the further kindness and 
condescension, to play them wherever he had an 
opportunity. Thinking that the air thus rendered 
remarkable might be acceptable to some of my 
musical readers, I have subjoined it. 

Encouraged by his flattering approbation, I 
attempted several little airs, which I shewed him, 
and which he kindly approved of, so much in- 
deed, that I determined to devote myself to the 
study of counterpoint, and consulted with him, 
by whom I ought to be instructed; — He said, " My 
good lad, you ask my advice, and I will give it 
you candidly ; had you studied composition when 
you were at Najdes, and when your mind was not 
devoted to other pursuits, you would perhaps have 
done wisely ; but now that your profession of the 
stage must, and ought, to occupy all your atten- 
tion, it would be an unwise measure to enter into 
a dry study. You may take my word for it. 
Nature has made you a melodist, and you would 
only disturb and perplex yourself. Reflect, * a 
little knowledge is a dangerous thing;' — should 
there be en-ors in what you write, you will find 
hundreds of musicians, in all parts of the world. 
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capable of correcting them, therefore do not dis* 
turb your natural gift." 

"Melody is the essence of music/' continued he i 
'* / compare a good melodist to a finq racer, 
and counteipointists to hack post-horses, therefore 
be advised, let well ahne^ and remember the dd 
Italian proverb-^— * Chi sa piu, meno Sa— Who 
knows most, knows least/ " The opinion of this, 
great man made on me a lasting impression. 

My friend Attwood (a worthy man, and an orna- 
ment to the musical world) was Mozart's favourite 
scholar, and it gives me great pleasure to record 
what Mozart said to me about him ; his words 
were, " Attwood is a young man for whom I have, 
a sincere affection and esteem, he conducts himself 
with great propriety, and I feel much pleasure in 
telling you, that he partakes more of my style 
than any scholar I ever had, and I predict, that he 
will prove a sound musician/' Mozart was very 
liberal in giving praise to those who deserved it ; 
but felt a thorough contempt for insolent medio-, 
crity. He was a member of the Philharmonic 
Society of Bologna and Verona, and when at 
Rome, the Pope conferred on him, the Cross and 
Brevet of Knight of Le Spiron de V Ora. 

At the time of which I am speaking, music was 
in the highest state of perfection at Vienna ; for, 
independent of the great talents that were stationary^ 
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tiwe was a number of the most celebrated artists 
passing from Italy to Poland, Prussia, and Russia 
most of whom gave' concerts at Viennat The 
Emperor usually attended them, and amply re- 
warded the performers. The celebrated Marches! 
came from Venice to Vienna, on his road to Peters? 
burg, where he was engaged for the Italian c^era. 
He gave a concert, and was honoured by the Em- 
peror's presence, and a brilliant audience ; he was ^ 
great singa*, and in the prime of his abilities. 
During his stay at Vienna, he was on a visit to the 
Venetian Ambassador, who, in compliment to him, 
gave' a grand dinner to the Italian performers, 
amongst whom, I had the honour of being invited ; 
»— the banquet was splendid. His Excellency was a 
great gourmand, and was a good deal ridiculed for 
his attention to the gastronomic art ; he gave his 
cook five hundred zecchinos per annum, but he 
was rich, and had a right to please himself. For 
my own part, though not much of an epicure, I 
think a good cook an essential personage in an 
establishment, and in the end, an economical one, 
and there is no place, generally speaking, where the 
,£urt of cookery is better understood than at Vienna. 

During my stay, I had the pleasure of hearing 
two of the first performers on the violin, per- 
haps in the world ; both gave concerts, and their 
p^r&rmance was truly exquisite, although in dif- 
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ferent styles. The first was Gkumovick, who. was 
on his way from Russia to Paris, and had been 
many years first concerto player at the court of 
Petersbui^. He was a man of a certain age, but 
ia the full vigour of talent ; his tone was. very 
powerful, his execution most rapid, and his taste 
above all alluring. No performer, in my re^ 
membrane^ played such pleasing music He 
g^ierally closed his concertos with a rondiC>». the 
subject of which, was some popular Russian air, to 
which he composed variations with enchanting 
taste; his performance reminded me strongly of 
the celebrated La Motte, whom I had often heard 
at the Rotunda in Dublin, 

Janewitz, the other, was a very young man, in 
|;he service of the King of Poland ; he also touched 
the instrument with thrilling effect, and was an 
excellent leader of aa orchestra. His concertos 
tdways finished with scune. pretty Polonaise air; 
his variations also w^re truly beautiful. 

But the. Apollo, the Orpheus* of the age, was 
the redoubted and renowned Baron Bach, who 
came to, Vienna to bf? heard by the Emperor. He 
(in his own conceit) surpassed Tartini, Nardlni, 
<^c. &c. This fanatico per la musica had just 
arrived from Petersburg, where he went to make 
his extraordinary talents known to the royal family 
and court. Now I have often heard this man play^ 
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and I positively dedare, that his perfor maBce was 
as bad as any blind fiddler's at a wake in a country 
town in Irelatid ; but he was a man of immense 
fortune, and kept opien house. In every city which 
he passed through, he gave grand dinners^ to whidt 
all the musical profe3sors were invited ; at Vienna^ 
myself among the rest. One day, havii^ a mmd to 
put his vanity to the test, I tdkl him that he 
reminded me of the elder Cramer. He seemed 
rather disappointed than pleased with my priaise-rr 
he acknowledged Cramer had somemerit, that ht 
had played with him out of the sanie book at Mam 
heim, when Cramer was first violin at that couM ; 
but that the Elector said that his tone was far 
beyond Cramer's, for Cramer was tame and stotb- 
ful, and he was all fire and spirit, and that, to naake 
a comparison between them, would be to cmnpare 
a dove to a game cock. In my life, I never knew 
any man who snufied up the air of praise like this 
discordant idiot. 

After he had been heard by the Emperw (who 
laughed heartily at him) he set off for London, in 
order that the King of England might have an 
opportunity of hearing his dulcet strains. When 
he had taken his departure, another violin player 
arrived from Russia, a Doctor Fisher, a mo?t 
eccentric man, possessing some merit in his piro- 
fession, hut a bit of a quack, and an inordinate 
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prattler ; he rdated strange things of himself, and 
Was particularly tenacious of his veracity. /The 
bamidnious Doctor, however, (whb hf the bye ^as 
a vety ugly christian) laid siege to pdor Nancy 
Btorace, and by dint of perseverance with her, and 
drinking tea with her mother, prevailed up^m her 
to take him for better for worse, which shfe did in 
despite of the advice of all her jBriendd; shie had 
cause, however, in a short time to repent ^of her 
bargain, for instead' of hdrfnony, there was nothing 
but didcoi'd between them, and it was said he had 
a very striking way of enforcing his opinion, of 
which a fHend of her's informed the Empevori 
who intimated to him, that it would be lit for hini 
to try a change of air, and sq the Dodsor wai 
banished from Vienna. 

Storace was the second wife of the disccwdant 
Doctor. His first wife was one of the daughters 
of Mr. Powell, the proprietor of Covent Garden 
Theatre. The Doctor had a sixteenth share 
of the Covent Garden Theatre proi>erty, in right 
of his wife, but* was si;ch an inordinate co5f;- 
comb, that the other proprietors had a great 
contempt for him and his opinion. I have heard 
Moody say that he came one evening into the 
green room when he was present, and abused an 
actress for having torn her petticoat; and when 
questioned by her as to his right to do so, he replied. 
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with great pomposity, — ** All the right in the world, 
M&dam, I have to look after my property ; for 
jtnow. Madam, the 3ixteenth part of the petticoat 
which you have destroyed belongs to me, and is mine, 
to all intents and purposes." When his wife died, 
he parted with his share, to the great joy of tb^ 
other partners in the concern*. 

The* same y^ar, 1784, the city of Vienna waa 
honoured with the jwesence of His Boyal Highness 
the Duke of York, then Bishop of Osnaburgh. 
On his entry into the city, he was received by the 
populace with accJamations, and welcomed by bril- 
liant fStes. and rejoicings. The condescension and 
kindness, for which His Royal Highness ever has 
been distinguished, thus early gained him the 

* The first Mrs. Fisher had two sisters ; the one married, first, 
Mr. Warren, an actor, and secondlj, Mr. Martindale, Who 
kept one of the club houses in St. James's Street, who also 
left ber a widow: upon her death, she bequeathed her share 
of Covent Garden Theatre to Francis Const, Esq. the worthy 
and excellent chairman of the Middlesex and Westminster 
Sessions. The other married Mr. White, one of the clerks of 
the House of Commons, in right of whose daughters, (to whom 
they are married,) Mr. Willett and Captain Forbes of the navy, 
now hold each similar diares of Covent Garden Theatre to 
, that which the veracious Doctor Fisher possessed by a similar 
tenure at the time to which I have just alluded, and have of 
course, if they chose to exercise it, a similar right to the 
sixteenth part of every actress's petticoat at the present 
moment. 
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hearts of all ranks of society : he was in his one 
and twentieth year, and allowed to be a model of 
manly beauty. I have seen him Often walking in 
the streets of Vienna dressed in the Windsor uni- 
form, with his hair platted behind, attended by 
one or two of his aids-du-camp, visiting the dif» 
ferent shops, and conversing with the most amiable 
familiarity with the concourse of people that 
flocked around him. The Emperor paid him great 
and marked attention. 

His Royal Highness's first visit to the theatre 
attracted a crowded and brilliant assemblage. 
The Emperor, accompanied by his brother 
Maximilian, the Archbishop of Cologne, was 
present. A new opera, composed by Stephen 
Storace, was produced on the occasion ; Signora 
Storace and myself had the two principal parts in 
it. In the middle of the first act, Storace all at 
once lost her voice, and could not utter a sound 
during the whole of the performance ; this natu- 
rally threw a damp over the audience as well as 
the performers. The loss of the first female singer, 
who was a great and deserved favourite, was to 
the composer, her brother, a severe blow. I never 
shall forget her despair and disappointment, but 
she was not then prepared for the extent of her 
misfortune, for she did not recover her voice suf- 
ficiently to appear on the stage foj five months. 

As a proof of the retentive memory of His Royal 
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Highness^ the circumstances of which I speak are 
now one and forty years old ; and yet. His Royal 
Highness recollected, and repeated them to a 
friend of mine very recently. To have lived so 
long, in his Royal remembrance, is to me high 
honour and gratification. 

During the continuance of Storam's illness, three 
operas were produced, in which Signora Cortellini, 
Madame Bemasconi,^ and Signora Laschi per- 
formed. The last of these operas was composed 
by Signor Rigini, and written by the poet of the 
theatre, the Abbe da Ponte, by birth a Venetian. 
It was said> that originally he was a Jew» turned 
Christian, — dubbed himself an Abbe, and became 
a great dramatic writer. In his opera, there was 
a character of an amorous eccentric poet, which 
was allotted to me ; at the time I was esteemed 
a good mimic, and particularly happy in imitating 
the walk, countenance, and attitudes of thos^ 
whom I wished to resemble. My friend, the poet, 
had a remarkably aukward gait, a habit of 
throwing himself (as he thought) into a graceful 
attitude, by putting his stick behind his back, and 
leaning on it ; he had also, a very peculiar, rather 
dandyish, way of dressing ; for in sooth, the Abbe 
stood mighty well with himself, and had the cha- 
racter of a consummate coxcomb ; he had also, a 
strong lisp and broad Venetian dialect. 
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The first night of the performance, he was seated in 
the boxes, more conspicuously than was absolutely 
necessary, considering he was the author of the piece 
to be performed. As usual* on the first night of a 
new opera, the Emperor was present, and anumerous 
auditor}\ When I made my entree as the amorous 
poet, dressed exactly like the Abbe in the boxes, 
imitating his walk, leaning on my stick, and aping 
his gestures, and his lisp, there was a universal loar 
of laughter and applause ; and after a buzz round the 
house, the eyes of the whole audience were turned 
to the place where he was seated. The Emperor 
enjoyed the joke, laughed heartily, and applauded 
frequently during the performance ; the Abbe was 
not at all aflFronted, but took my imitation of him 
in good part, and ever after we were on. the best 
terms. The opera was successful, had a run of 
many nights, and I established the reputation of 
a good mimic. 

Storace had an opera put into rehearsal, the 
subject his own choice, Shakspeare's Comedy of 
Errors*. It was made operatical, and adapted for 



♦ I often mentioned (after I came to Jlngland) to M^:- 
Sheridan, how much I thought introducing Storace*s music 
into the Comedy of Errors would do for Drury Lane : he 
approved of it, and said he would give directions to have it 
done, but he never did. It is singular, that more than thirty- 
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the Italian, by Da Pbnte, with great ingenuityi 
He retained all the main incidents and characters 
of our immortal bard ; it became the rage, and 
well it might, for the music of Stoirace was beyond 
description beautiful. I performed Antipholus of 
Bphesus, and a Signor Calvasi, Antipholus of 
Syracuse, and were both of the same height, and 
strove to rendeir our persons as like each other as 
we could. 

About the time of which I am now ispeakingf, 
the celebrated poet, L' Abbate Casti, came frCm 
Italy to Vienna, on a visit to Prince iRosenburg. 
He was esteemed by the Literati, tiie severest 

SIX years after I had suggested tlie idea, the proprietors of 
Covent Garden should bring the play forward as an opera ; 
yet, had it bieen produced at Dmry Lane at the titne 1 
mentioned it, my friend Prince Hoare v^ould not have had 
in his excellent afterpiece, called " No Song no Supper," 
the beautiful sestetto, ^* Hope a distant joy disclosing," for that 
piece of music and the trio, " Knocking at this time of day," 
were both in the Equivoci ; or, Italian Comedy of Errors. The 
music lised, where Antipholus seeks admittance into his house, 
and his wife calls the guard, wias that fine chorus in the 
Pirates, "> Hark the guard is coming," and was certainly aae 
of the most effective pieces of music ever heard. Both the 
songs simg by me in the Pirates, at Drury.Lane, I had sung at 
Vienna, m the same, opera of the Equivoci : Storace certainly 
enriched his English pieces, but I lamented to see his beau- 
tiful Italian opera dismantled. 
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satirist since the days of Aretin. The Jiniimdi 
Parlanti, for its wit and satire, will always be 
remembered. Just at the same period, the 
celebrated Paesiello arrived at Vienna, on his 
way to Naples, from Petersburg, where he had 
been some years, and amassed very great wealth. 
i had the pleasure of seeing him introduced 
to Mozart; it was gratifying to witness the 
satisfaction which they appeared to feel by be- 
coming acquainted, the' esteem which they had 
for each other was well known. The meeting 
took place at Mozart's house; I dined with them, 
and often afterwards enjoyed their society toge- 
ther. 

The Emperor hearing that Casti and Pae- 
siello were in Vienna, wished to have them pre- 
sented to him on the first levee day ; they were 
accordingly introduced to his Majesty by the 
Great Chamberlain. The compositions of Ptie- 
siello were always in high favour with the Em- 
peror. His Majesty said to them, with his usual 
^ability, " I think I may say, I have now before 
me two of the greatest geniuses alive, and it would 
be most gratifying to me, to have an opera the joint 
production of both, performed at my theatre ;** 
they of course obeyed the flattering command, and 
the greatest expectations were excited by the union 
of such talents. 
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One day, during the stay of Paesiello, I heard 
him relate an anecdote illustrative of the kindness 
of the Empress Catherine of Russia towards him. 
She was his scholar ; and while he was accompa- 
nying her one bitter cold morning, he shuddered 
with the cold. Her Majesty perceiving it, took off 
a beautiful cloak which she had on, ornamented 
with clasps of brilliants of great value, and threw 
it over his shoulders. Another mark of esteem for 
him, she evinced by her reply to Marshal Belo- 
selsky. The Marshal agitated, it is believed, by 
the " green-eyed monster," forgot himself so far 
as to give Paesiello a blow ; Paesiello, who was a 
powerful athletic man, gave him a sound drubbing. 
In return, the Marshal laid his complaint before 
the Empress, and demanded from her Majesty the 
immediate dismissal of Paesiello from the court, 
for having had the audacity to return a blow upon 
a marshal of the Russian Empire. Catherine's 
reply was, " I neither can nor will attend to your 
request ; you forgot your dignity when you gave 
an unoffending man and a great artist a blow ; are 
you surprised that he should have forgotten it too ? 
and as to rank, it is in my power. Sir, to make 
fifty marshals, but not one Paesiello. 

I give the above anecdote as I heard it, although 
I confess it is rather a strange coincidence, that a 
similar circumstance should have occurred to Hoi- 
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bein, when a complaint was made against him 
to Henry VIII. by a Peer of Great Britain. 

Casti was a remarkably quick wiiter ; in a short 
time he finished his drama, entitled " II Re Teo- 
doro.'* It was said, Joseph IL gave him the sub- 
ject, arid that it was intended as a satire upon the 
King of Sweden, but thfe fact I believe was never 
ascertained. The characters of the drama were 
Teodof*o, Signor Mandini ; Taddeo, the Venetian 
innkeepeir, Bennici ; the sultan Achmet, Bussani ; 
his sultana, Sigtiora Laschi ; Lisetta, daughter to 
the innkeeper, Signora Storace ; and Sandrino, her 
lover, Signor Viganoni ; all' these performers wiere 
excellent in their way, and their characters 
strongly pourtrayed; biit the most marked part, 
and on which the able Casti had bestowed the 
most pains, was that of Gaforio, the king's secre- 
tary. This character was written avowedly, as a 
satire on General Paoli, and drawn with a masterly 
hand. Casti declared, there was not a person in 
our company (not otherwise employed in the 
opera) capable of undertaking this part. It was 
decided, therefore, by the direi^tors of the theatre, 
to send immediately to Venice, to engage Signor 
Blasi, at any price, to come and play it. This 
delayed us a little^ and in the interim, Storace 
gave a quartett party to his friends. The players 
were tolerable, not one of them excelled on the 
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instrument he played; but there was a little 
science among them, which I dare say will be 
acknowledged when I name them: 

The Fiwt Violin . . • . Hatdk. 

H Second Violin • • • Baron DitTE&sDOlt^. 

I, Violoncello • • • . Vakhall. 

ft Tenor ..•••• Mozart. 

The poet Casti and Paesiello formed part df the 
audience. I was there, and a greater treat or a 
more remarkable one cannot be imagined. 

On the particular evening to which I am now spe-> 
dally referring, after the musical feast was over, we 
sat down to an excellent supper, and became joyous 
and lively in the extreme^ After several songs had 
been sung, Storace, who was present, asked me to 
give them the Canzonetta. Now thereby hung a 
tale, new to the company ! The truth was this : 
<-*-There was an old miser of the name of Varesi 
living at Vienna, who absolutely denied himself 
the common necessaries of life, and who made up 
his meals by pilfering fruits and sweatmeats from 
the parties to which he. was invited ; the canzonetta 
for which Storace asked, he was particularly fcmd 
of singing with a tremulous voice, accompanied by 
extraordinary gestures, and a shake of the head ; 
it was, in fact, this imitation which I was called 
upon to exhibit, and I did so. During my perform- 

VOL. I. a 



Digitized by 



Google 



849 BBllIKIgC£KCEft OF 

anc^ I perceived Casti particularly attentive^ and 
when I h9d finished, he turned to Paesiello, and 
said, " This is the very fellow to act the character 
of Gafferio, in our opera; this boy shall be our 
old man ! and if he keep old Varesi in his eye 
when he acts it, I will answer for his success/* 
The opera was brought out, the draixia was excel- 
lent, and the music was acknowledged the chef^ 
d'loeuvre of Paesiello. Overflowing houses for three 
successive seasons, bore tes.tii:no9y to its merits. I 
played the old man, and although really Uttle more 
than a boy, never lost sight of the character I was 
personating for a moment. 

After the first night's performance, his M^esty« 
the Emperor, was pleased to have it signified to 
me, through Prince Rosenburg, that he was so 
much surprised and plea3ed with my performance^ 
that he had ordered an addition to my salary of 
one hundred zecchinos per annum, (about fifty, 
pounds British,) which I ever after enjoyed, during 
my stay at Vienna: in short, wherever I went I 
was nicknamed Old GaflSerio. 

Paesielio was particularly kind to me, during 
hit stay at Vienna, and was much diverted with 
i{iy monkey anticks. When at Naples, he wrote 
to me, to say that the king of Naples had com^ 
manded him to put the opera of '* U Teodoro," in 
rehearsal, and widied me to ask the^ Ig^mpei^or i^ 
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6ix months leave of absence to go to Naples and 
perform in it, and I should have my joorney paid, 
and a most ample remuneration given rtie. Thi^ 
offer, liberal as it was, for private reasot^^ not 
worth recording, I refused. The song in Old Gaf- 
ferio's part, which I may say was the lucky star of 
my professional career, strange as it may appear, 
I had the folly to refuse to sing, thinking it too 
trivial for me. I sent it back to Paesiello ; he desired 
to see me — I went — and he played me the beautiful 
accompaniment for it which he had written, 
but which was not sent me, I having received only 
the voice part. When I was going away, thki 
great mitii gave me a gentle admonition, not 
to judge of things rashly ; a piece of advice not 
thrown away upon me. 

The Emperor, this season, had a number rf 
gala days, both at Vienna and at Scboenbrunn, tiie 
gardens of which very much resemble those of 
Hampton Court, but on a larger scale. There 
were several balls and fetes given there, and fire- 
works of the most brilliant description, all open to 
the public. I remember one evening, seeing there 
Lord arid Lady Buckley, Sir Robert Williams, 
Lord and Lady Granard, Colonel and Mrs. Doyle, 
and a great number of English nobility, who were 
then at Vienna, and whom I had the honour of 
meeting at Sir Robert Keith's, the English ambas- 
sador. 
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There were a number of fetes also given at thef 
Hantz Garden, which the people of Vienna fre- 
quented, particularly on Sundays: several of the 
alleys and walks are like those in Kensington 
Gardens^ In the Gardens there was an excellent 
restaurateur, where dinner parties continually met ; 
and the accommodations were excellent. 

An event happened to me in returning to 
Vienna, from that place, which, at the time, miide 
ft terrific impression on me. There was a young 
nobleman at Vienna, whose name it would be 
improper to publish (though the transaction was 

perfectly notorious). The son of Prince P ^ 

who had been governor of Gratz ; five and twenty 
years of age, very affable and accomplished^ 
although wild and dissipated. Remembering me 
&t Gratz, he often called upon me at Vienna. 
He was a great musical amateur, and a constant 
attendant at the Italian Opera House. One 
morning, he called, and asked me to meet 
him at three o'clock at the Hantz garden^ and 
dine with him there afterwards. I kept my 
appointment; we had an excellent tite-a-tite 
dinner, and passed an extremely pleasdnt day. 
It was in the summer season, and about nine 
o'clock we returned to Vienna in a hackney coach« 
As we were entering the Grauben Street, the coach 
was stopped and surrounded by a crowd of police 
officers; both the doors were instantly opened. 



Digitized by 



Google 



MieHAEL KELLY. 245 

and the Count and myself dragged into the 
street, Mr. Wivse, lieutenant of police, came to 
me, and desired me not to be alarmed. ^* Mr. 
O'Kelly,'* said he, " you have nothing to fear, but 
we have a warrant against your companion. Count 

P , for forgery, to a large amount : you are at 

liberty to go where you please, but he mu3t be 
taken to prison.*' 

They accordingly took him away, and I was 
not allowed to follow him. In a few days he was 
tried, and condemned to sweep the streets of 
Vienna. Often as I have been walking, I have 
met this unfortunate man, with his head shaved, 
wearing a paper cap, and a jacket of coarse cloth, 
chained, with a large log tied to his leg, and a 
broom in his hand^ actually sweeping the cross-i- 
ways with other felons. 

Those unfortunate wretches, after they have 
swept the streets for a limited period, as an example, 
are chained in couples, and compelled to drag 
barges on the Danube. Every interest was made 

to save him, the Princess L n, to whom he 

was nearly related, then in a most critical state of 
health, threw herself upon her knees before the 
Emperor, to procure his pardon ; but his Majesty 
was inflexible, and said that, " If he had a son who 
had been guilty of the same crime, he should 
undergo the same punishment." This event made 
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an awful impression on me, and it was long before 
fnj spirits recovered the shock. 

Just after this startling event, the Italian com- 
pany were ordered to prepare to follow his Majesty 
to his palace at Luxembui^h, and to remain there 
for the summer months. The palace is only a few 
miles from Vienna, and nothing can be more mag- 
nificent ; it is surrounded by forests full of all kinds 
pf game ; the park, gardens, and grounds, truly 
beautiful, and in the centre of a rich and luxuriant 
country. The theatre was very pretty, and very 
well attended ; for all had their entree to it gratis, 
including the surrounding peasantry. 

Italian operas were performed three times, Ger- 
man plays twice, and German operas twice in each 
week. I passed the time here most delightfully. 
Every performer of the Italian opera had separate 
apartments allotted to him, and his breakfast was 
sent thither. There was a magnificent saloon, in 
which we all met at dinner. The table was plen- 
tifully and luxuriantly supplied, with every delicacy 
of the season ; with wines of all descriptions, as 
well as all kinds of fruits, ices, &c.; and every 
n^ht, after the spectacle, an excellent supper. In 
the mornings I had nothing to do, (there were no 
rehearsals,) but to amuse myself The Emperor 
and his court went often in chase of the Airione 
bird, an amusement he was very partial to. Prince 
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DichtresteiD, the Master of the Hoi^e, was very 
friendly to Signora Storace, and did her the kind- 
ness to send her one of the court barouches to view 
the chase. I always accompanied her on these 
excursions. 

One day, the Emperor rode up to our carriage 
on horseback, and asked us, if we were dmu^ed, 
and if he could do any thing fbr us. Storace, with 
her peculiar characteristic bluntness, said, ** Why) 
Sir, I am very thirsty, will your Majesty be so 
good as to order me a glass of water?" — The 
Emperor, with his usual affability smiled, called to 
one of his attendants to grant the request, and the 
glass of water was brought. 

I have another instance to record of the con« 
descension and urbanity of the Emperor. He 
one day reviewed twenty . thousand of his finest 
troops: it was a glorious sight, and one that I 
shall never forget. Signora Storace, her mother, 
Bennuci, and myself, were on the ground at six 
oclock in our barouche. The Emperor, who had 
a very military appearance, Was surround^ by 
his staff, and accompanied by his nephew and beir^ 
Grand Marshals Prince De Ligne, Prince Charlieis 
Lichtenstein, Prince Schwartzenberg; Prince Loke« 
lowitz, 6a:. &c. Mafrshals Lacy's and Laudon's 
regiments were on the ground, as well as some fine 
Hungarian regiments and the Emperor'^ Hunga? 
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rian and Polish Guardi, who made a magnificent 
appearance. To me it was enchantment. Out 
barouche was within view of the Empen>r ; and he 
sent one of his Aids-du-camp to lis, to order the 
carriage to be drawn up nearer to himself. 

At the close of the review, he rode up to us, 
and said, ** Has not this been a fine nght ? this 
place is mj stage ; here I am the first actor.** And 
when General O'Kavanagh's regiment passed before 
him, with their colonel at their head, he conde^o 
scended to say to me, ^* Look there, O'Kelly ; look, 
there goes your countryman O'Kavanagh, and a 
fine old soldier he is!" I never spent a more 
ddightful day than that, which never hfis been 
effaced from my recollection. 

Thi'ee delicious months dW we pass at Luxeni- 
burgh, living in luxury and pleasure ; at the end of 
which the Emperor returned to Vienna, and we 
received orders to fbUow him. 

The theatre was opened imm^ately after our 
arrival. I was situated in every respect to my 
heart's content, living a life of gaiety and pleasure, 
and, thanks to the kindness and patronage of 
Shr Robert Keith, mixed with the best English 
society. A Mr. Stratton, a native of Scotland, 
who was Secretary to the Britbh Embassy, was 
also kindly attentive to me. At Sir Robert's, I 
often had the honour of meeting the young Polish 
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Pmoe FoQiatowski^ then in the service of Joseph 
the Second ; he was remarkable for his elegance of 
manner and riding» and great partiality to almost 
nimianageahle horses. I received many marks of 
friendship from him; he entered subsequently, 
into the service of Buonaparte^ and was unfortu- 
nately drowned in fording a river. 
' At tins period of my life I was rather vain, and 
very fondof fine clothes; indeed my greatest expense 
was the deopraUon <^ my precious person. I wore 
every evening, full dress embroidered coats, either 
gold, silver, or silk. I wore two watches (as was 
the custom of the country), and a diamond ring 
<m each of my little fingers ; thus decked out, I 
had not of course the least appearance of a Paddy. 
While sitting one evening in the Milan coffee 
house, reading the Vienna Gazette, two gentlemen 
entered, and .seated themselves opposite to me to 
take their coffee. One of them said to the other, 
with a most implacaUe Irish brogue, *' Ai^ah, 
blood and thunder! luke at that fellow sitting 
opposite to us (meaning me), did you ever see such 
a jackdaw?" 

"Really," answered his companiim (who I per- 
ceived was an Englishman), *' the fellow does 
not seem to be on bad terms with himself." . 

*^ hock at his long lace ruffles," said my coim- 
tiyman ; " I Mppoee he wears ruffles, to mavk his 
gentility." 
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I continued reading my gazette, but when the 
critique upon my long lace ruffles was ended, I 
laid down the paper, and tucked them up under 
the cuffs of my coat, not looking at the gentler- 
men, or seeming to take any notice of them, 

" But now do luke,' continued the persevering 
brogueneer ; ^' what a display he is making of his 
rings ; I suppose he thinks he will dazzle our eyes 
a bit." 

Upon this, I deliberately took off my rings, and 
put them into my pocket, at the same time fixing 
a steady look at my <:ritics, I told them, in English, 
that ** If there were any other part of my dress 
at all disagreeable to them, I should have the 
greatest pleasure in altering it in any way they 
might suggest." 

Tlie Irishman (improbable as it may appear) 
blushed, and the Englishman said, " He hoped I 
would not feel an offence, where none was meant." I 
said, " Certainly not ;" and, to prove my sincerity, 
requested them to take part of a bowl of punch, 
and drink our Sovereign King George's health, 
and towards our better acquaintance, and thus in 
despite of laced ruffles and diamond rings we intro* 
duced ourselves to one another. 

My Irish friend, I found, was a Doctor O'Rourke, 
from the county of Down, who had only the day 
before arrived from Prague, where he had been for 
riiany years a medical practitioner ; and, ih my 
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new English acquaintance, I had the pleasure to 
find the eccentric walking Stewart, so named 
from having walked almost all over the world, 
and whose pedestrian exploits were universally 
spoken of. 

After taking our punch, we separated, and agreed 
to meet and dine together the next day at thq 
French house^ kept by the famous Mpnsieur Villar, 
celebrated, though a Frenchman, for giving excel- 
lent beef steaks, and dressing them to perfection a 
VAnglaise. Stewart, though a great oddity, was 
a wefl informed, accomplished man ; a true lover 
of the arts and sciences, and of a most retentive 
memory. The last Jittle Walk he had taken was 
from Calais, through France, Italy, and the Tyrol, 
to Vienna, and in a few days he was going to extend 
it as far as Constantinople. He was partial tp 
most things in England, except the climate; he 
said, ** Sir, I am perfectly of opinion with Addison, 
that, in nature, there is nothing more inconstant 
than the British climate, except the humour of its 
inhabitants." 

He was a great, enthusiast about music, although 
not about beef steaks ; for, of the most tender, 
and dressed in Monsieur ViUar's besit manners he 
would not touch a morsel; he lived entirely upon 
vegetables : but my friend, the Irish Doctor, was 
in truth a beef-eater. 
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In a few days Stewart left us to take his 
sauntering walk to Constantinople, and I very 
much regretted the loss of his society ; but as the 
doctor had come to reside at Vienna, we passed 
a good deal of our time together. 

I had the pleasure, about this time, to be intro- 
duced to Monsieur Martini. He was a very old 
man. His sister, nearly his own age, kept his 
house for him. She was reckoned a deep blue, 
and very well versed in all the arts and sciences. 
The great poet Metastasio had lived sixty years 
in her brother's house, upon the most friendly 
terms, and died in it. The colleges of Bologna 
and Pavia gave her the title of Dottoressa, and 
deputations came from both those places, with 
her diploma. When I was admitted to her con- 
versaziones, and musical parties, she was in the 
vale of years, yet still possessed the gaiety and 
vivacity of a girl, and was polite and affable to 
all. Mozart was an almost constant attendant at 
her parties, and I have heard him play duets on 
the piano-forte with her, of his own composition. 
She was a great favourite of his. 

At one of her parties I had the pleasure to be 
introduced to Mrs. Piozzi, who, with her husband, 
was travelling on the continent; there appeared 
to me a great similarity in the manners of 
these two gifted women, who conversed with all 
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around them without pedantry or affectation. It 
was certainly an epoch, not to be forgotten, to 
have had the good fortune, on the same evening, 
to be in company with the favourites of Metas- 
tasio and Dr. Johnson, and last, not least, with 
Mozart himself. 

There was a very excellent company of German 
singers at the Canatore Theatre; it was more 
spacious than the Imperial Court Theatre. The 
first female singer was Madame Lange, wife to 
the excellent comedian of that name, and sister to 
Madame Mozart. She was a wonderful favourite, 
and deservedly so ; she had a greater extent of 
high notes than any other singer I ever heard. 
The songs which Mozart composed for her in 
L'Enlevement du Serail, show what a compass 
of voice she had ; her execution was most briUiant. 
Stephen Storace told me it was far beyond that of 
Bastardini, who was engaged to sing at the Pap- 
theon in London, and who, for each night of her 
performance, of two songs, received one hundred 
guineas, an enormous sum at that time ; and (com- 
paratively speaking) more than two hundred at 
the present day*. 

* Storace was then a boy, studying music under his father, 
who gave him a bravura song of Bastardini's to copy. 
Storace was so astonished that fifty guineas should be paid for 
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A nunibar of foreign Princes, among whom were 
the Due de Deux Fonts, the Elector of Bavaria» 
&c., with great retinues, came to visit the £mpe« 
ror, who, upon this occasion, signified his wish to 
have two grand serious operas, both the com* 
position of Chevalier Gluck; — ^* L'Iphigeiiia in 
Tauride,** and " L'Alceste," produced under the 
direction of the composer ; and gave orders that 
no expense should be spared to give them eveiy 
effect. 

Gluck was then living at Vienna, where he had 
retired, crowned with professional honours, and a 
splendid fortune, courted and caressed by all ranks, 
and in his seventy-fourth year. 

L'Iphigenia was the first opera to he produced, 
and Gluck was to make his choice of the per- 
formers in it. Madame Bemasconi was c«e of 
the first serious silvers of the day, — to her was 
appropriated the part of Iphigenia. The cele- 
brated tenor, Aderaberger, performed the part of 
Orestes, finely. To me was allotted the character 
of Pylades, which created no small envy among 

singing a songy that he counted the notes in it, and calculated 
the amount of each note at 4s, lOd. He valued one of the 
divisions running up and down at c£.18 11*. It was a 
whimsical thing for a boy to do, but perfectly in character ; 
his passion for calculation was beyond all belief, except to 
those who witnessed it. 
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ihose performers 'who thought themselres better 
entitled to the part than myself, and perhaps they 
were right ; — however, I had it, and also the high 
gratification of being instructed in the part by the 
composer himself. 

One morning, after I had been singing with him, 
he said, " Follow me up stairs. Sir, and I will intro- 
duce you to one, whom, all my life, I have made my 
study, and endeavoured to imitate." I followed 
him into his bed-room, and, opposite to the head 
of the bed, saw a full-length picture of Handel, 
in a rich frame. " There, Sir," said he, " is the 
portrait of the inspired master of our art ; when 
I open my eyes in the morning, I look upon him 
with reverential awe, and acknowledge him as 
such, and the highest praise is due to your country 
for having distinguished and cherished his gigantic 
genius. 

L'Iphigenia was soon put into rehearsal, and 
a corps de ballet engaged for the incidental dances 
belonging to the piece. The ballet master was 
Monsieur De Camp, the uncle of that excel- 
lent actress, and accomplished and deserving wo- 
man, Mrs. Charles Kemble. Gluck superintended 
the rehearsals, with his powdered wig, and 
gold-headed cane ; the orchestra and chorusses 
were augmented, and all the parts were well 
filled. 
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The second opera waa Alceste, which was got 
up with magnificence and splendour, worthy an 
Imperial Court. 

For describing the strongest passions in music, 
and proving grand dramatic eiSect, in my opinion, 
no man ever equalled Gluck — ^he was a great 
painter of music ; perhaps the expression is far 
fetched, and may not be allowable, but I speak 
from my own feelings, and the sensation his 
descriptive music always produced on me. For 
example, I never could hear, without tears, the 
dream of Orestes, in Iphigenia : when in sleep, 
he prays the gods to give a ray of peace to the 
parricide Orestes. What can be more expressive 
of deep and dark despair? — ^And the fine chorus 
of the demons who surround his couch, with the 
ghost of his mother, produced in me a feeling of 
horror, mixed with delight. 

Dr. Bumey (no mean authority) said, Gluck 
was the Michael Angelo of living composers, and 
called him the simplifying musician. Salieri told 
me that a comic opera of Gluck's being^performed 
at the Elector Palatine^s theatre, at Schwetzin* 
gen, his Electoral Highness was struds: with the 
music, and inquired who had composed it; on 
being informed that he was an honest Qerman who 
loved M ivine, his Highness immediately ordered 
him a tun of Hock. 
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Paesiello's BarMere di ISvigUa, which he com- 
posed in Russia, and brought with him to Vienna; 
was got up; Signor Mandini and I played the 
part of Count Almaviva alternately ; Storace was 
the. Rosina. There were three operas now on 
the tapis, one by Regini, another by Salieri (the 
Grotto of Trophonius), and one by Mozart, by 
special command of the Emperor. Mozart chos^ 
to have Beaumarchais' French comedy, " Le 
Mariage de Figaro," made into an Italian opera, 
which was done with great ability, by Da Porite. 
These three pieces were nearly ready for represen- 
tation at the same time, and each composer claimed 
the right of producing his opera for the first. The 
contest raised much discord, and parties were 
formed. The characters of the three men were 
oil very different. Mozart was as touchy as gun- 
powder, and swore he would put the score of his 
opera into the fire if it was not produced first ; his 
daim was backed by a strong p^ty : on the con- 
trary, Regini was working like a mole in the dark 
to get precedence^ 

The third candidate was Maestro di Cappella to 
the court, a clever shrewd man, possessed of what 
JBstcon called, crooked wisdom, and his claims 
were backed by three of the principal performers, 
who formed a cabal not easily put down. Every 
«ne of the opera company tciok part in the contest. 

VOL. I. p 
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I alone was a stickler for Mozart, and naturaUy' 
enougby for he had a claim on my warmest wisb^f 
from my adoration of his powerful genius, and ihe 
debt of gratitude I owed hioit for many personal 
favours. 

The mighty contest was put an end to by ^is 
Majesty issuing a mandate for Mozart's *VNo?5?e 
di Figaro/* to be instantly put into rehearsal; and 
none more than Michael O'Kelly, enjoyed the little 
g^at man's triumph over his rivals. 

Of all the performers in this opera at that ^ipe, 
but one survives — myself. It was allowed that 
never was operft stronger cast. I .have se^jn it 
performed at different periods in other countrif^, 
and well too, but no more to compare vfdt^ it^i.Qp- 
ginal performance than light is tfi darkijiess,, ^AU 
the original performers had the advant^e ,qf ^e 
instruction of the composer, who transfused, i»to 
their minds his inspired meaning* . I nevjer ^shall 
forget his little animated countenance, when 
lighted up with the glowing rays of genius ;-r^it 
is as impossible to describe it, as it. would b^ /to 
' paint sun-beams. 

I called on him one evening, he said <;o ni^."I 
have just finished a little duet for my opera* you^sfipll 
hear it.'* He sat down to the piano* and we S^^ it. 
I Was delighted with it, and the musical wo^)4w|ll 
give me credit for being so, when I mention the duet. 
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^ ikiA^ ' hy Connt Almaviva ' and Susan, *^ Crudel 
']^rfche' fihora fanhi langirire cosi." A more 

deficibus iriorciBaii never was penned by man, 
^ Atid it has often been a source of pleasure to me, 

to have been the first who heard it, and to have 
^ *ing' it witll its greatly gifted composer. I re- 

tftfember dt the first rehearsal of the full band, 

-'Mozart was on the stage with' his crimson pelisse 

'iiiA gdldl^4aMd cocked hat, giving the time of the 

music to the orchestra. Figaro's song, ^* Non 
' '^ift ktidr^!, farfallone amoroso,** Bennuci gave, 
'*With'thb'gi»eatest animation, and power of voice. 

I^was Standing close to Mozart, who, sotto 
'^ttke;^ Was repeating, ' Bravo ! Bravo ! Bennuci ; 

^4lid'^\<^eti 'fi^nriuci came to the fine passage, 

^^ Cherdbiiio) afta vittoria, alia gloria miKtar," 

''4^hich he ^ave out with Stentorian lungs, the 

' effect' Was electJricity itself, for the whole of the 

•pi^drinerson the stage, and those in the orchestra, 

as if actuated by one feeling of delight, vociferated 
' Bravo ! Bravo ! Maestro. Viva, viva, grande 

Mdzkrt. Those in the orchestra I thought would 

never have ceased applauding, by beating the 

boWs of their violins against the music desks. 
'^The little man acknowledged, by repeated obei- 

laiices, hi^ thanks for the distinguished mark of 
' ^ntWUastic ' applause bestowed upon him. 
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The same meed of approbation was given te the 
finale at the end of the first act ; that piece of music 
alone, in my humble opinion, if he had never com- 
posed any thing else good, would have stamped 
him as the greatest master of his art. In the ses* 
tetto, in the second act, (which was Mozart's 
favourite piece of the whole opera,) I had a very 
conspicuous part, as the Stuttering Judge. All 
through the piece I was to stutter; but in the 
sestetto, Mozart requested I would not, for if I did, 
I should spoil his music. I told him, that although 
it might appear very presumptuous in a lad like 
me to differ with him on this point, I did, and was 
sure, the way in which I intended to introduce the 
stuttering, would not interfere with the other parts, 
but produce an efiect; besides, it certainly was not 
in nature, that I should stutter all through the part, 
and when I came to the sestetto speak plain ; and 
after that piece of music was over, return to stutter- 
ing ; and, I added, (apologizing at the same time, 
for my apparent want of deference and respect in 
placing my opinion in opposition to that of the 
great Mozart,) that unless I was allowed to per- 
form the part as I wished, I would not perform it 
at all, 

Mozart at last consented that I should have my 
own way, but doubted the success of the experi^ 
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m&it. Crowded houses proved that nothing ever 
on the stage produced a more powerful effect; 
the audience were convulsed with laughter, in 
which Mozart himself joined. The Emperor re- 
peatedly cried out Bravo ! and the piece was loudlj 
applauded and encored. When, the opera was 
over, Mozart came on the siag^ to me, and 
shaking me by both hands, said, "Bravo? young 
xnan, I feel obliged to you; and acknowledge 
yqu to have beeu in the right, and myself in 
the wrong." There was certainly a risk run, 
iwt I felt within myself I could give the effect I 
wished, and the event proVed that I was not 
mistaken. 

I have seen the opera in London, and elisewhere, 
and never saw the judge pourtrayed as a stutterer, 
and the scene was often totally omitted. I played 
it as a stupad old man, though at the time I was a 
beardless stripling. At the end of the opera, I 
thought the audience would never have done ap- 
plauding and caUing for Mozart, almost every 
fnece was encored, which prolonged it nearly to 
the length of two operas, and induced the Em- 
peror to issue an order on tlie second representa- 
tion, that no piece of music should be encored. 
Never was jiny thing more complete, than the 
triumph of Mozart, and his " Nozze di Figaro,'* 
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to which numerous overflowing audiences ^hcn 
witness.*.- » • •• • -.■•- = •• > -»ii 

One morning while we were refaeariBing in tto 
gmnd salocm of thepalace^'His Majesty, acxrpfnt* 
panied by Prince Rosenburg, entered tbfs saloMU 
and addressing himself to Sti»rajDe^ Mandini^ ^dnd 
!3ennuci, said, *^ I dare say, you are all plo^si^ 
that I have desired thare shall be no more encores t 
to have your songs so <rflen repeated, must < be* • 
great fatigue, and very distnesslng to ycfu." Sto^ 
race replied, ^^ It is indeed, Sir, very distressilig, 
very much sa;" the other two<bowed, ^as if'Ui^ 
w&^ of the same opinioai. I was dose to His^Ma^ 
jesty, and said boldly to him^ '* Donot bf^evw 
them, Sire, they all like to bis encored, at teastij^ 
am sure I ^always do." His Majesty ' laugfaedv ^md 
I believe he thought there was more truth in ^ny^ 
assertion, than in theirs. I am sure theve wm« ^-^ ) * 

in the midst of all this gaiety and sjdendoir, I 
received a letter from my Saither in DuUiiiy'statingi^ 
that my mother was in a decliiui^ state of llealfti 
and that it was her earnest wish, that I sboiddt 

* I was not aware at tha^ time.oi what I hf^ye ^jnee fp|4l>d 
to be the fact, that those who labour under the defect of stut- 
tering while speaking, articulate distinctly in singing. That 
excellent bass, Sedgwick, was an instance of it ; ' and Hid 
beautiful Mrs. hichbald, the authoress, another. '" ' ' ' ^ • '' 
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BBtum to Dublin, if only for a few months ; at 
the same time I got a letter from Mr. Linlej, to 
ay, that be and Mr. Sheridan would be very 
happy to treat with me for Drury Lane Theatre; 
that Stef^en Storace would be soon at Vienna, 
and that he would have a carte blanche to close an 
ei^giement with me, on their parts. I confess; 
I^had a great desire to see my mother ; but for the 
present it was out of the question, as it was: 
the very height of the season. 

. In the summer, the Emperor went to Luxem^^ 
burgh, and I, with the other performers of the 
Itiffian operas was of coarse obliged to dMIowt 
we remained ' there three months, in thr usual 
Aijoyment of every thing pleasant and luxurious r 
nothing of any particular interest occurred, and at 
tlie dose of the summer, we again retun&ed to' oar 
post at Vienna. 

' In the spriiig of 1787» there was a great mafai- 
bi^r of English at Vienna ; amongst whom, were 
Lord Belgrave, now the Earl of Grosvenor, with 
lis totoit, Mr. Gifford, one of the greatest oma^ 
ments of the literary world ; Lord Bernard, now 
Earl of Darlington ; Lord Dungarvan, now Earl of 
Cor^k ; Lord de Cliflford ; Lord Carberry ; Earl of 
Crawford; Sir John Sebright; Colonel Lennox;. 
Mr. Dawkins; Mr. John Spencer; and many 
other fashionables; who were all young and 
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full . of Tiy»at]F-^p^aps mther too .fiyrfy to 
jiuit the temper of the phlegmatic Germiois, who 
never heard of such a thing among themselves as a 
row ; but at this period, they were initiated. The 
English noblemen and Gentlemen formed them* 
sdves into a club, took a house in the Graub^i 
Street, and generally dined together. I had often 
the honour of dining with them, and will venture 
%o say, there were more corks drawn at one of 
their dinners, tha,n during the same day all 
over Germany. There was another place fre- 
quented by many of them after the opera was 6ver, 
which was neither more nor lessi than a grocer's 
shop in the same Street. This grocer was sup^ 
posed to have the finest champagne and hock in 
the country ; I was bis constant visitor. Be- 
hind the shop was a room, where he admitted a 
chosen few, but it was not open jto the public. 
There we always found excellent Parmesan cheese, 
anchovies, olives, and oysters. No table cloth wad 
allowed, but each person had a large piece of 
brown paper presented to him by way of napkin. 

I wish I had uqw; in my -cellar the excdlent 
wines I have seen, during my sojourn at Vienna, 
drank in that room. Every thing was • good 
except the oysters, which were son>ewhat of 
the stalest; none could be. procured nearer than 
Trieste, which .was so far from Vienna, that they 
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never arrived sweet; — 4>ut the Germans liked 
them ju^ as. well when stale. 
* I heard an aneirdotei which I was Assured was au- 
thcfntic, 6f King Geoi^ the First, touching oysters. 
When His Majesty went from Hanover to England, 
the Royal Purveyor having heard that the King 
was very fond of oysters, had a didi put down 
every day; of course, they wiere the finest that 
could be procured, but the King did not like them. 
-This being mentioned to one of the pages who went 
over with him from Hanover, he told the Purveyor 
that the King did not find the same relishing 
iaste in the English oysters, which he admired so 
much in- those which he had in Hanover. — " En^ 
deavour," said the courtier, " to get His Majesty 
some tliat are stale, and you will find he will like 
thenu''^ — The experiment was tried, and - actually 
succeeded, for His Majesty constantly ate them« 
and said they were delicious. 

Several of the EngUsh gentlemen wished to 
introduce horse-racing. The Emperor kindly 
consented to their having any piece of ground 
near Vienna thdt they chose ; and they fixed upon 
a spot in the Prater; They were to ride their 
bwn matches. I perfectly recollect that the Earl 
of Darlington, Earl Grosvenor, Lord ' Carberry, 
Lord de Clifford, and Sir John Sebright, &c. were 
tJie riders. It was quite a novel spectacle to the 
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good pdofple of VaeDna,^-^iid getitle «&d £^ij4^* 
h%h and low, crowded to the Prater to see W^ 
Lord Aiiglais«taraed jodcey. The people seemed!> 
endianted* The Emperor wdered his PdlidHp 
Guards to keep the ground, that the riders miglM' 
meet with no interruption ; every thing was ohler 
aad regularity, and the day passed off, to thecoft^^ 
tent and enjoyment of all parties. ' - 

Stephen Storace at length arrived bi ViJdnnft* 
from Eii^laiid, and brought with him^an engage^ 
ment for ' hk ssistdr, from Gallini, the manages of < 
the Pj[)eFli:Hbusein Lond&n, as Prima Dohtia ibr* 
the Icomioropera.* Her engagement at Vienna was? 
to 'finish ^after the ensumg caraiFal, and <sb4! 
amepted it^' and I wished tnnch to accompany hefi^* 
aad go to Dublin to see my family. I procured ak ^ 
siudienee of the Emperor at Schoenbruno. I fauod • 
him with half*a«4ozen General Officers, 'among 
wfa6m were Genanls O'DoneU and Kavanagfa^ 
nqrigallant tototiymen^; the laMer said something 
ta 'HW IB Irish, which I did n^t understand, cdn^ 
ita{wanAjj nmdb him no answer. The Emperor^ 
turned quicklj^i dn m6i and' said, ** What, 0'Ke%,ri 
dco% yon speak the language of your own country?'' 
*^Ii replied,^''' Please- your Majesty, nosie but 
tjii: lower orders of Irish people sp^ak Irish.*: 
TheEmpelior.ilmgbed Joudly. The/ impropsnety 
of 4he remari^ made beibre twoMilesian Geaecals^l 
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in.Wrinstmt flashed into wyadud^ and I icdnU 
hAw bit my tongue off. They luckily did iid;» 
OR ,]^f^0teQded aot to hear my, unintentionaUy rude 
Ql|«tnrrati0i^--4it iv*a6p it-murt h^ confessed^ atiaost 

T'J told His Me^jesty that I came to implore, after 
the^approachitig CarnivaU His Royal leave of alv 
8ence» to go and see my mother, in Dublin, for six 
montiks. He ^replied, ''Six months wiUrnot bq snffi- 
Gitot, take twelve, and your fiafauy.ishall lief con* 
tinned &iv. that pesiod ;*^I will' give the .necesFk* 
sary orders to Piince Rdsenburg.- ?- ' II kadsed' per^' 
misrion to perfiMrm in London: fort a* few nighti^i 
if'd^fonnd it liiy mtesest to doi so. ' ^ Ceftainly^^'* 
hs rtplied^ .^^ you aie right to mtke th^ bemuse 
off ytMrtume' and talents; accept t)f any engage^ 
liMWk that nay be conducive to your interest^ sbaA* 
iCyou do^not better yoarself, coeae hack to my* 
theatre, and you shall be reiteived."' H^fur^F 
condescended to ask me how I intended tDraVei|in|p> 
mid poSnrfied out the best roads andaatenobnodaiionsf 
between Vienna and Paris. I had die faonoupo^ 
kislnng t&s hand, and retbraed' to VieAilai^ . » v. . ,i 
I ranember (Aiat night a* singolaii ^incidcot) 
ooeilrred to me^-^At the Ridottb Bcbnls, th^ra 
waiK's6m<^ play going fbrwaid. I^never^ im the* 
c9nne{ ofi amy life, had been ' Hfddicted < to .'that 
faskionaibk vmus^ment, • butj bn> • thlit.^ fVinlwtkf^ 
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evening, rebellion lay in mj way, and I found it. I 
lost forty zecchinos to a gallant EngUsh Colonel ; I 
had only twenty about me, which I paid, and 
promised to pay the other twenty in the course 
of the week. I went home to bed, repenting of 
my foHy. 

In the morning, Nancy Storace called on 
' me, — " So, Sir," said she, " I hear you wctc 
gambling last night, and not only lost all the money 
you had about you, but are still in debt — ^^uch 
debts ought not to be left unsatisfied a moment ; 
you may one day or other go to England, and^ 
should the transaction of your playing for more 
inoney than you possessed become knowii among 
Englishmen, it might give you a character which 
I know you do not deserve;— it must be settled 
directly." She instantly produced the money, and 
made me go and discharge the obligation. Such 
an act of well-timed disinterested friendship was 
noble, and never has been forgotten by ine. 

About two months after this, an unlucky cir- 
cumstance happened to me. Which might hdve 
marred all my future prosjpects in life. A young 
Bohemian officer, of high rank in the Imperial 
service, chose to take it itlto his head that I had 
supplanted him in the affections of the Countess of 

S . Though I assured him to the contrary, 

he did every thing in liis power to ^ degrade' and 
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ii\jure me. He condescended to have me watched^ 
go where I would ; — and even bribed my own ser- 
vant to betray my. secrets. Heedless of menaces 
and threats however, I went my own way. 

One night, after having played the part of the 
Cavalier, in Paesiello's opera of " La Frascatana,*f 
I slipt off my coat, keeping on the rest of my the* 
atrical dress, threw my pelisse over me, and went 
to supper at the house of a friend. The opera 
finished at a later hour than usual, and the.enter-* 
tainment at my friend's house was prolonged till 
between four and ftve in the morning. At the 
time I set out to return^ it wa$ rather dark, but I 
could perceive two nien following me ; when I was 
turning round the Italian Street, they came behind 
me, and pushed me against a wall. They were 
muffled up in cloaks ; — ^in one of them I recognised 

Count U , an<i in the other, his companion. 

Baron S- , an ofilcer in the same regiment. 

I asked ^em to let me pass, in the Emperor's 
name, in whose service I was, as well as them« 
selves. The reply was, " No, scoundrel ! until 
you confess the justice. of my suspicions, you shall 
not escape me with life.*' I firmly persisted in not 
having the slightest knowledge of the lady in 
question. The Baron said, " You lie, you rascal,"* 
and striKjk me in the face. On receiving the blow^ 
I returned it with such force^ a3 made my oppo^ 
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.ite«* i^bbcfci^Ai^s from riiet Ptodin^ Wfs^it 
Ubeiiy/ 1 ieiased the opj^rtutiity, aid tock ^"^ 
heA», HtkihkiAg fny life vrM *0nfy to te wmSf'ify 



' I kad not ran far, before I was tnef *y^^ 
^ptH^e^ who patrolled the streets ' ev«ry ni^WP; 
nrHo, presenting their swords to mfhrekti^iAik^ 
'matided me to stop,— while fny pursuers "^^ 
close at my heels, ready to cut me down withf^httfr 
j»breft;'' Thes^two gallant <tfken^ Mpte»enV^ me 
tt0«he' pblie^ as ^rtMhet ; and thte gud^dktte ^sitfte 
night '-iv^ert^ih the act dt d^^ggfaig )M€! tcl tife 
Gkiaifdkhott^, but^' m doing i9o, ih^y ^fied ^i^ 
iny peMsse, aod saw the richly feriiBroifltrfedMtf^ril^ 
tinijwftidi^ Pihatfibeen acting. 'IhslA^itrfi^ 
twatdies in: my packet, and my dii^ttydml rii&]^ 'Bh 
rmy fingers. On perceiving thes^^, one etf'tlfe 
fpdlicefnen said i» the other, — ^* TYAs taittiot \^ \ 
HbMc^^^I informed them that I w^'a sii&gisrbef<^^ 
4hg lo4*eOoiirt^ and requeued them tA conduct In^ 
to my lod|[itigSy where they would find that 1 *afe 
telling them the truth. I wished, fVom pfriiictpSes 
iof delicacy, to comprol^ise the affhir; in whidtf the 
wpuiAtion of 'lan indi^diial was concerned. But ihf 
hetoic opponents, (who still fdHoWi^d mie;) Wirt 
«hey wocddbe the first to publish the whdiy iniiti^- 
«ctiM, and* fhlough I had' escaped tHcfm^^TfiWr, 
4^WMge J they ' would hiw Sobie bthe* ittsihp ^1 
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-f^f^, "^Andjj;^ ii^iW^se detd to all'senset 0f 
ppncmr, I 6boiul4 prevent .iall their atteckB ns 
assassins; but I was perfectly ready, notuH^Hi- 
^^n^img tlieir cowaridly condact, to maet tibieiti as 
i^(^;' FuUof Uu«ter and threats^ they took tih«f 
^^^(p^rture, a^d tbe poUce conducted me in safety 
.tp ;piy.aparliments, for which I amply. rewar(}|9d 

The first visit I had, on the HAlcmxig momii^, 
,was from my friend Dr. 0*Booke» who i^^Nnned 
.]Qp^ that he was told of the whole transaoliont fbe 
pjightfbefore at the Military Coffee-Aotitfliei^fliid'tbat, 
be£pra f^ur s^nd twenty hours el^Kiedy ilny life 
W€tul4 gt^e for my conduct. The Doctort begged 
mcj^by all' means, to wait upon^mykHid friend 
.f(f\3i tpatirpn, IVIarshal Lacy-; ^po» Prince <€3iarles 
Jjichteogsftehis, jCkivernor of Vienna. Those exalte^i 
persoQsadvised me, by all nsmtns^ to lay tlie whcde 
j^aijis^Uon before the Emperor; and IVkvoe LipK- 
,t;fS9s4eia pnomised he would prepare Hfa MajesQr 
/tffjjthe;|?eQital, . . , i , 

^^j^J^.the JEmperor was firee of access to all, I 
^ug|)t j^n, .audience, and was honoured wilk the 
IpUqwing gracjous reception: — '* So, O'KcUy/' 
sfljf^fji^ Majesty, " I hear thait^ diswgceeable dir- 
<3j^^ti^T^c;?i J>efpl jK^n last night. Prince liebtett- 
gtj^n 1^ .tciI4,fQe ^l aboujb ^iti I . do ,mt ^\^ to 
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hear any thing ;ibout the lady> keep that in your 
own breast; and, upon that point* you have a,eted 
as a man .of honour ; I only want to knoiv from, 
yourself hqw the quarrel began with my officers." : 

I related the whole of the circumstancea as they 
occurred, except one. The^Emperoi* assured me I 
should have full satisfaction, and gave directions for> 
the two heroes to be sent for. They were brought 
before him, and he inquired of them how they 
bad dared to violate the laws. The Count said 
that I TVas the aggressor, by standing in the^ 
way of his pretensions to a lady for whom her 
had conceived an affection, which, but for such, 
interference, would, in all probability, be re- 
turned. 

The Emperor, to the best of my recollection^ 
made the following remarks, verbatim :-^" So, 
Sir, because you love a lady, to whom you are 
indifferent, you think you are justified in behaving 
ill to those on whom she chooses to bestow her 
attentions ; — my laws. Sir, are not to be sacrificed: 
to your malice, nor is the honour of my army to be. 
sullied by any man who chooses to act in a manner 
unworthy of his rank. The duty of my. officers is* 
not only to keep peace themselves, but to preserve^ 
it inviolate against the attempts of others. . What: 
you both have done will justly stigmatize you in> 
the eyes of the whole army. On my h%hway 
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you attacked this young man, whose life you had 
meanly sought, at a moment when he was unarmed, 
and with odds, which baffled his making resistance.'' 

They attempted to justify their conduct, by 
observing, that they should degrade their birth 
and rank in society, by suffering themselves to be 
imposed on by a player, whom they considered so 
much beneath them. The Emperor said, ^^ The 
player whom you affiect to despise is a man of 
honour; but, as for you, you have acted like 
assassins, and, from this moment, I consider you 
unworthy to continue in my service ; I shall there- 
fore give orders for removing you from the army." 
The next day they were publicly degraded. 

The whole of the above, nearly as I have 
written it, was inserted in all the public prints, 
and circulated throughout Germany. 

I had the pleasure to hear from all quarters 
that the Emperor's decision was hailed as an act 
of justi9e ; and the first night I afterwards appeared 
on the stage, I was received with repeated plaudits, 
which implied, I flattered myself, that the audienqe 
generally approved of my conduct. 

The Carnival was now fast approaching. I 
informed Stephen Storace of the leave of absence 
I had obtained from the Emperor, and that I would 
jEiccompany him and his sister, aiid mother, to Lon- 
don, at the close of the festival, and that he might 

TOL. I. T 
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let the {Mx^rietors of Drniy Lane know, that i 
should be ready to try my fortaue a^ theer dieaitre 
about the beginning of Aprils but that I ^vould «i^ 
stipulate for any fixed terms ; — those, I told hiih, I 
would arrange upon my arrirdi in London, and I 
had no doubt bnt we should agree. 

The Carmval was kqit with more than common 
q>lendour. Vimna was crowded with ioreigaevs 
of all nations^ and a number of British, in acUition 
to . those I made mention of. The ridotto batts 
were fully att^ded, and all was revelry and 
pieaaure« The English were particularly riaspected 
and belored-^nt, alas! there wei«e some half- 
dozen amongst them (who shaU be nsmciess) who 
ocoasionaUy sacrificed to the joUy god, and, when 
heated with wkie, would sally out into the stttvecit, 
and shew a . great inclination to enoouinge ti^ 
trade of lamp^mendmg^ ^ich, one night, they did 
so ^ectually, that they did not leave a hmp 
unbroken in the Grauben-4S*reet, or t^ s^jpeet 
adjoiniBg. 

The act of lamp^«masfaing was nut «aderstood 
by the unaccomplished young men of VieoiMi, 
and great was their wonder and dismay ihat 
they should have lived so long in a state of 
ignorance; but t^ police, not wishing to have the 
science cultivated amongst their cotttitrymeu, iuti- 
matod to the j^^ofessoiis ^ the novel art that th^ 
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muM pay €qv what4liey had demotiAed, or, upon 
a TCpetkion of jtfi€lr valorous exploit^ ^ey ^ouUl 
be^entto ^60h. 

I wag v^vy s^piy that ihe b^Mv teppened, 
aMhough not mom .than halfi-ardozen were i?on- 
cemed in it, ft>p, ^w%th this reception, no set of 
geq^men ooidd hav« conducted themselves with 
greets propriety. It was und«^tood, however, 
thfrt the Eimp^or was very mudi displeased, and 
had given orders, ^;h€fct the first person found com- 
mlttiiig any hneacli of the peace, ahoidd be put 
into confinement. 

Four days before my departure for England, a 
little contre-ifimffit h{u} mmly kvok/^U up our tra- 
velling arrangemn^. We ware nipping at the 
Bidotto Itooms, and my poor friend, Stephen 
Storace, who was proverbially a sober man, and 
v^ had <|i JiMng head fer ^fery tfakig but 
diirdidiig, 'had awftllowe^ potent 'lifcatlons of spailu 
Ifaig ChaoqiaigBe, whleh reqjjered him rather 
aMaffused. fle went.ioto ibe %aU-¥OOHi, and«aw 
hia ^ter darning wUk an Officer i^ uniform, 
hMtedaud^puffwd. intwigliog round whils-w^ts- 
ing, 'hia gpurs get entangled in fitoraoe^a diiwas, 
ajidiMhshe and 4he officer oame to the ground, 
to 4||e great foiMMeiiHBt ot the by-fitandevs. fite- 
(dbaa, thiniEJiig his 4iirt6r had been iolefitioaally 
insulted, oommenced personal hostilities against 
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the officer : a great bustle ensued, which was ended 
bj half-a-dozen policemen sd^ing Storace, ^and 
dragging him to the Guard-house, to which several 
English gentlemen followed him. The officer of 
the guard was very good-natured, and allowed us 
to send for some •eatables and Cbampaigne ;— -we 
remained with him all night, and a jovial night 
we had. In the morning we departed, but Storace 
was obliged to tany in durance vile till further 
orders. He was not however the least discern- 
fited, he thought of the Italian proverb, as he 
told me, — 

" Non anderk sempre cosi ; come dicevB 
II piccolo cane, quando menava 
U rosto alia fine la came sark cuerta." 

I was determined to make a bold push to get 
him released in the evening. — I placed myself io 
the corridor through which the Emperor passed 
after his dinner, to his study. He siaw. me, and 
said, ** Why, O'Kelly, I thought you ware off for 
England ?" — " I can't go. Sire,'* was nay answer ; 
" my friend, who was to travel with me, was last 
night put into prison." I then told His Majesty 
who it was, and how it happened. — He laughed 
at the tipsy composer's, wanting to fight, and .said, 
^^ I am very sorry for Storace, for he. is a man of 
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great talent ; but I regret to observe that some 
of your English gentry who travel, appear much 
altered from what they used to be. Formerly, 
they travelled after they had quitted College, — ^it 
appears to me that now they travel before they 
go to it." His Majesty then left me, saying, 
" Bon voyage, O'Kelly, — I shall give directions 
that Storace may be set at liberty.'* 

The next morning he was liberated. I waited 
upon my kind patron Sir Robert Keith ; Marshals 
Lacy and Laudon, and all those friends who had 
honoured me with their hospitality and protection. 
I went to take leave of the immortal Mo2art, and 
his charming wife and family ; he gave me a letter 
to his father, Leopold Mozart, who was at the 
Court of Saltzbou]^. I could hardly tear myself 
away from him, and, at parting, we both shed 
tears. Indeed, the memory of the many happy 
days which I passed at Vienna will never be 
effaced from niy mind. 

In the first week of February 1787, 1 quitted 
it with a heart ftill of grief and gratitude. Storace, 
her mother, her brother, Attwood, and myself, not 
forgetting Signora Storace's lap-dog, filled the tra- 
velling carriage, and with four horses we started 
for England Ho ! 

Were I to recount the desagrimens of a Ger- 
man journey, my task would be endless. I shall 
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tkerefbrtf c^ntettt myself with irienlimliitg' the 
Aifftrent pkc6t at which fre fitd^peA: tlm fiM, 
jifwthy 6f obsefvatitfn^ was SAt^hd^rgt wblcR woiOd 
be celebMted^ if far Aething the^ to the birth-plate 
of Mofsatti wlia wa» bora thcsre in the year 1756- 
At I Tiewcd it« lofty fepires fr&fn h distflnte^ I fek 
• kind iff rerereAtifll afve. Th^ morning aiWr 6ur 
arrival^ escorted by h ktcgney de plaee^ I Wait^ 
uptm Mo^HTt^s MiMTf atid deltrer^ his i6n's 
letter. I fc^dd hito k {^leasing iritelUgent Utde 
mdn ) he ealted npoft Sfgnbra Stotace, abd oi^^ 
te be eur guidt to erttj tUin^ wcnrth noticing ; 
he waej M I have bdfofe meiftioiled^ in tHe 
fl^vlce of the rfeigniiig Sorereign^ the ArdH- 
Mtihop, who ytBR pli9BioMtdl)r fond of nlufllc^ abd a 
dinttngaished amdtdiir ; hfe had alelo in his serried, 
Mlehflel Haydn^ hMhet nf the cekbrattd Haydn, 
who Was by mknf ccmipetent ju%e6 rebkdnedeyeti 
stiperier id hie brotbeir iit thfe eompo^itidn df church 
music. Saltzbourg is well built : the Arelibishc^'s 
pakUie is {R^itiyely iha^ilfident ; ia tike irea 
befwa it te a fbuAtaiiS^ vetfeeifled the largiist ih 

I #its tdktsn t6 weh^ ahotha^ |)ala«e^ belonging to 
the Arahfoiriiopv calUd MirabeUa, where thel% is 
a beautiful garden: we were told Uiaf tWenty 
thbUsand caiinges wer^ andti^Uy gathetefl froib the 
tr^s in his Ha^Tveis'ionmigtrj. Theriding«-schooI 
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id 9 iioble structure ; the Arofabiahop wat said to 
he particularly fond of horses; his stud^ dt the 
time I speak eSi ooB^ated ef two hundred; his 
iMOtne was calculated at half a iniUioii at^ding. 
The oathedral is a superb building : the inhabitants 
of the eity have a most whinnical costom (I 
mean those who have the means of satisf jii^ their 
caprice); when in good health and spirits they fix 
ou their ftiture buriai^plaoes, and haring selected 
simg and suitable spots, have their portraits painted^ 
and placed over their graves ; to me it seemed as 
if this absurdity could not be G^rpassed. 

The Archbishop sent one of his attendants to 
invite Signo^a Storace and har party to hear a 
eonceit at his palace; we felt ourselves highly 
honouredi and, of course, went The Archbishop 
was a Very fine4ooking me^, particularly gallant 
and attentive to the ladi^, of whom there was 
a splendid shew; it was conceived that he was 
vdry partial to the English^ and English manners;. 
Tha mudic Was chiefly instrumental, admirably 
perforated ; the bami numerous and exodlent 

After the concert we returned |d supper at our 
inn, aild after supper got into our carriage to emtinue 
our journey; bat of all the roads I ever travelled^ 
Uie Archbishop's was the worst) I was jcMedto a 
jelly, and so irritated, thai when we got to the 
barriiH*, and Were stopped to have our passports 
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exandnedf I wd to tlie centinel, ^ Comitide^ it 
would be much better if your Archbishop, instead 
of spending sa mudi money upon music, would 
appropriate part of it to mending his ways." This 
ill-timed obsCTvation, which I confess was rather 
ungracious on my part, did not s^m to please the 
centinel ; however, he let us pass, merely mutter- 
ing, that the English had more money than man- 
ners. Stephen Storace, in a well-timed moment, 
slipped a florin into his hand, which soothed the 
Cerberus, and made me think with Macheath, 
that "money, well-timed, and properly applied, 
will do any thing." 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of the country 
between Saltzbourg and Munich, it is rich by 
nature, arid highly cultivated. We arrived in 
due time at Munich, the capital of the Electorate 
of Bavaria, and put up at the best inn, wher^ 
I had the pleasure to find Lord Bernard stopping, 
on his way to England. I had been gratified by 
mteeting his Lordship at Vienna, where his affabi- 
lity and elegance of manner had gained him the 
esteem and respect of those that had the honour of 
his . acquaintance. As all our party were known 
to his Lordship, he invited lis to dine with 
him; he had an English landau, and travelled 
with one servant only. As he, like ourselves, 
was going to Paris, he proposed that we should 
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all travel together^ and that he would give a seat 
in his carriage to one of us, *^ turn and turn about," 
as the phrase goes; we were flattered by the 
proposal, and accepted it. 

We agreed to remain at Munich three or four 
days to see the lions. We went over the Elector's 
palace, a magnificent building, consisting of several 
galleries, furnished superbly, and abounding with 
paintings, statues, &c. &c. ; the chamber of the 
Elector, we were told, cost above one hundred 
thousand pounds ; it contained a profusion of velvets, 
gold tissue, and old-fashioned carved work ; the bed . 
was immense, groaning with splendour ; the great 
staircase is of marUe and gold ; from the garden of 
the palace we were shewn a secret passage, leading 
to the churches and convents of the town. The 
streets are regular and broad, and most of the 
houses painted on the outside ; the market place is 
extremely beautiful. We were taken to see the 
Niemptenburg palace. The gardens are laid out 
with great taste; in one of the avenues, I remem- 
ber Attwood and myself ran a race, and I won it ; 
at that time I was as light as a feathered mer- 
cury; but alas! ** non sum qualia eramP 

The country around *this spot is pretty, and the 
public baths excellent. The Storaces and myself, by 
appointment, went to pay our respects to Raff, the 
justly celebrated tenor, esteemed by far the finest 
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singer of hit day, aad fdr toany years the delist 
of Naples and Palermo, He wa^ by birth a Bava« 
riftn, fmd had retired to Munich with an ample 
fortune; he v^as past seventy, and did us the 
fiiivour to sing to us his famous song, composed by 
Bach, *^ Nou sq ckmde eiene r though his voice 
was impaired^ he still retained his fine voce di 
petto and sostenuto notes, and pure style of 
singing. 

While staying at Munich, we were asked to 
assist at a gi^rfd concert, at which the Elector, the 
Electness, and their cDurt yfete present ; the band 
consisted of several eminent performers, among 
whom was the fiErmodS violin player, Frantzl, who 
performed a concerto in a masterly manner ; and a 
most excellent female singerof the name of Dusseck; 
and the next moniing we set off far Augsbourg. 

Lord Bernard's avant^ourier was taken so ill 
that he was obliged to remain at Munich, and 
another could not at the moment be procured ; 
it was agreed that we vhould, by turns, mount a 
post horse, and ride on before the carriages to the 
post*hbuse, and get horses ready, without which 
precaution we might have been frequently detained 
on the road« I thought it a pleasant arrange- 
menty although we travelled always in the night. 

We mTived at Augsburg early in the mornings 
and intended to pass the day there. There seemed 
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to be ft sWarm of J^^eUtes^ if> thi»old towin whkh is 
reiiotvned for wig maimers, pilsi Water works, and 
dimciiig ladiesi who are by bo means scrupulous on 
ih^ pokit of ei&hibitiiig their legs. It being Sundsir^, 
we did not visit their sulphurous water woiiss, 
but looked in at one of the heAl^ which are given 
every Sunda^r evenings where were .aome uery 
prettily dressed servant gh*l% labouring assidvou^ 
at th0 dance, accompanied by a dulcimer^ a vidin, ^ 
pipe and tabor. Having gratified our curiosity by 
this exhibitioui we set off for Ulnij in which there 
is nothing very remarkable, except its cathedral. 
Frota Ulm^ Storace and her mother^ aGcom)>anied 
by his Lordship, went gtraigbt on to Strasbourg, 
where they agreed to wait for Stephen Attwood 
and myse]f« 

Previous to his going to Vienna^ my friend 
Attwood had been staying at a friend's house at - 
Stutgard, and wished to spend a couple of' days 
with him on his return ; Stephen and I agreed to 
accompany him; but, in the execution of tb^ 
design^ we lost our way in the Black Fo^^st: 
we were driven by a lad, the deputy assistant 
ostW At the inn where we had changed horses, 
all the regular post-boys being unluckily out of the 
way; the poor fellow was unacquainted with the 
ro^, the night was dark) and^ considering the 
place we were in (famous for banditti), our situation 
was not the moBt enviable in the world. We wan- 
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dered on, we knew not where, for some hours ; at 
last we saw a distant light ; we dismounted, and 
walked across the forest towards it, the carriage 
slowly following; at length we' got to a gate, at 
which we knocked ; a man within asked us what 
we wanted at that time of night. I was the 
spokesman, and, in bad German, said, " We were 
English travellers, who had lost our way, and were 
benighted in the Forest," — ^The young man imme- 
diately opened the gate, and invited us in, and 
told us he was sure his mother would make us 
welcome. 

We were ushered into a large parlour, where 
was seated in an arm-chair, an elderly lady, with 
eight of her grandchildren, placed round a supper 
table; she gave us a most hospitable reception, 
told us we had strayed widely from the right road^ 
made us sit down and partake of her supper, which 
consisted of some cold roasted veal, chickens, 
salad, and an excellent omelet, and gave us some 
of the finest old hock I ever tasted. She said she 
was very happy in administering to our comforts, 
for she had a high respect for the English. She 
was a very agreeable old lady, and her charming 
family very attentive. She insisted upon sitting 
up with us until day-break, as she could not 
accommodate us with beds, and told us, that 
her eldest son should accompany us to the next 
post town, on the road to Stutgard. 
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In the morniDg we took leave of her, and changed 
horses at the next stage — the country around 
Stutgard is very picturesque ; at the entrance to the 
dty we were impeded by an immense crowd of 
people, chiefly military, attending the funeral of 
a field marshaL The ceremony was grand and 
impressive. 

Upon making inquiries in the place, we found 
that as the reigning Duke of "Wirtemberg was 
absent on a . visit to the King of Prussia, the 
theatre was closed ; but in the morning I went to 
look at the stage on which had been exhibited 
the most magnificent and splendid spectacles ever 
produced ; indeed, it has been said, that the expense 
of this very theatre was so great that it materially 
injured the finances of the Sovereign, and that he 
was obliged to relinquish it: at one period, the 
Italian opera flourished at Stutgard more than at 
any court in Europe. The first soprano singer 
was the celebrated Cafierelli ; for its tenor singer, 
the Cavaliere Hectore ; and the prima donna, the 
great Gabrielli; Jomelli, Hasse, and Gaun, the 
composers ; with a corres^ndii^ orchestra, culled 
from all parts of Grermany and Italy. The ballets 
were magnificent; the ballet master the cele- 
brated Novere ; it was on this stage he produced 
his Armida, and Jason and Medea ; the expense 
for the production of which, in scenery, machinery. 
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and ikconutioBs, ^nras stid to he ehormow: ithe 
elder Vestris, Le Picqu^ Dub^mrflle, 4tid j^e^mek' 
dancers fmm Pavis were /engaged; aBd^thie wiide 
together fontted a theatdcal ^Khibitton per&ctl^ 
uniqpie ; but it was» I have befiire Baid» fiMwd 
necessary to {Hit a stop to their gaiety. 

Having seen what was to be seen atiStetg(mi« 
TM {xroeeeded en our jowii^y, and banrii^ bad 
isoads, latsy postrboy^, vile hoi^jfi^* wretched iOBA 
dnd t»ro or three overtuma; cwr jouroey -waa 
pleasant enough ; at lengSi we ^m^i <0UB«elm8 id: 
l&e gates of: Si^nslMMirg, rieti#wQed Sac its ^oify md' 
gooae-Uver pies, and at the H^eVde TSif^^er^r: 
we found Btocace asd her paity waitkig ^ us ; 
we aat ^wn io ah es^eUont d^eMit^r i la 
j^ndietie^ quite fafippy at lieing i!«leasad fasiB' 
our boneTsetter >-^we remaimd twojaf s at €t]»ai» 
baurg, jattd Jiked it much; 

One evemng we went to a lamccrt^. wUbb was: 
cf o wded woth ^militory sen a&d beaiitifiil tMsom^ r 
wheire I had the pleasure of being introdnnedito ikyt 
justly popular 4»Qipo8er Pl^el i hj& svas aagafped 
as director iif the conoertfii; lie came 4;q idhe boid. 
and snipped with us, and saeu^ delighted io haar 
thatwe had left his old master Ha}>dii ui goadtheahh 
and apirits. In the Jnoming I went with hkuL 
to 4he top of the apire ^ the cathedral^ «oekon«d 
the higfaart; in Europe ; a fooUsfa ibUow, a ineak 
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before, disappointed md ^awsed in kwe^ had thrown 
hiniseif from the top of it, and been daA^ to 
pieces. In the ixidjr <if the church, lie the remafiiB 
of tlie &nuio8 Marshal Saxe, to wlioBe memory 
there is aline monument ; md its dock ds a audoua 
piece of machinery. 

In the ei^wniag I lieard the ceiebrated Fvenck 
actress mid oomic singer, Madame Dng^.gcm» 
who saoog the popular baUbd of ^^ Mmi bon 
Andria, mon c^er Andria," charmangly. The 
house Ikerally ov^i^wed witii elegant oom.* 
pany. Next day we set off for Nancy, the iast 
stage of our journey, Storace and myself liaving 
ridden forwaods to ovder break£iist, xifime to a 
place where four roads raiert i^-^^^wfaicfa was the r^bt 
one we knew not ; I hiokily thonght of the e^^pe^ 
dient of throwing the reins over our h^sea' neeka^ 
and, as I foresaw, they meohanioaiiy brought 43m 
safe ahdsonnd intoNanpy^ which I thought a very 
pretty town. 

The country all through Champagne is di^ght-' 
fuUy cultivated «id picturesque ; nothing, ^however, 
ha^ened worth noticiiTg uBtil we reached Paris, 
^riiere we took: up our quarters at an hotdl 
in the Fauxbouqg St. Gerpiain, at that ^me 
the most fashionable part ^f the tow^, and gene- 
rally frequented -by 4^ Snglish. We 4>emained 
there a few da^ys, and I believe saw- every thing 
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WjOrth.s^iog, vj^t^ VeiMtillepi, >«iMik^99* tbe^Kii^ 
the Qiieep, and thp.roy^famUjr <dwc)»tUivpiid|}U;, 
apparent)^ adore4 by jtj^j ppi^^laqct^.. » I , ». '. *ffi 

At that time ther^!exi«(;^.a cer^poqy^ t^ i^imAi 
all fpr!^gner3 we^e ot^iged tfh 9^^mh 1> oiem <titt^ 
of being actus^y compeyffdvto r^eipvefthe K^htfte 
salutes of the ^mes d^i ^|ti/Z^.(^9h!WQgp«y^rMt)io 
besieged, in tbo^ days^ the residi^iMmf^ <»f ^tfMjg/t^ 
and presented them with nQs^aQr3» pK^f^W^Old 
they quit their ppst until tjhey jhadMcft^tained 
both money and kisses, but^.I mua^.r^y^r^hat; 
these amatory advances were tp n^ t ^n feiom4 
nuisance. , •,'..,. ..ij r/n^ bcri b.ii. 

My object while in Paris, .wQptQi6W)^tlie 
theatres, and I therefore. yisit^oi^ .«|?,othw pftip^ip 
every evening. I wp^it, fii:sti, ;tp the .grw4>op$n9» 
and was delighted withXh^ .ipggai6ce»^ li^^-J^ 
scenery, decorations^ and dressest,. and) ab9ve^<^ with 
their chorusses; in that departmenj^ tih^.^emcl^dly 
bear away the p^lm from every other couutry : the 
orchestra was most minutely attended tq, and more 
numerous than even that of Saint Carlqs a^^I^pjies;; 
but the principal singers (God save t^eif)) ipj^e 
a shriek louder than. I thQugh|; ai^yhfrfian be^ngfi 
capable of produwig. The opera wga. Gjhic)£'^ 
Iphigenia, which we had performed ^t Vienna ; but 
for decorations and effect, Paris beat us out of the 
field. The chorus and procession, ,whej:e Pylades 
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unS Orestes in chains, were dragged on by Crardel, 
Veatris^ and a host of flrst-rate danc^^ were beyond 
aiiy thing 1 could have conceived, I went the next 
night to the same theatre, and saw the first rejMre- 
sentation of the grand serious opera of '* CEdipe a 
C^<m f the music by Sachini, was delightful and 
^nchanlitig. I there heard, for the first time, thd 
f ^lebrated bass singer, Cheron, who played the^part 
of (Edipe, and sang in a delightful style; it was 
quite different fVom the performance of the night 
b^ore, indeed I could scarcely imagine myself in 
the same theatre. I saw, too, the opera of Phedra, 
and had great pleasure in sedng Madame St Au* 
berti perform the part of Phedra ; she was a great 
actress, aiui when she sung in a demi voice, was 
quite charming. This unfortunate lady and accom- 
plished actress subsequently married, and with her 
husband was robbed and murdered by their servant 
when in England. 

In this opera I felt much gratified by hearing 
Monsieur Laisse, possessing a fine baritone voice, 
with much taste and expression ; but his gre^st 
praise^ in my ojpinion was, that he was very 
unlikQ a French singer. The next theatre J 
visited, was the Fran9ais. Their great trage- 
dians at the time were on leave of absence in the 
provinces; I had not, therefore, an opportunity 
of seeing a tragedy, but I was amply compensated 

VOL. I. u 
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hf.tkdB vMelkBt^oMkeMaM; tissui aoiQJeracling . 
is^JBblimxfd^jibinrBlj fi Isasr ,Mole (%Ct the ^aort oGf 
Dumtete, . jim ^ FUsqnhBi^B// ^Mtestnoiti^ iiidttimUgr^ 
iQegiy ytrw^HAuAjMe in LoDupileHt^eJgdanUiin)) 
afU' MadAifaes.Ooiiitare* iil> Spsac^/ BbaMmairGiiaiV 
Marid^eidf Figmr^, dsqmsiten tDtiga2fiKiDfiratSb;£ad 
lowi/comadktil; indwd^ I thoi^htl all^iliftlAdfoiis 
goodQ but my't&yourite itheatre>)df* aBnwas^idiitt 
TJveatnllUlieivy in tHe iRaeiFsYturtvivrtiemiFs^Bdi 
cbttiie lopdk-^iWete'pckibniiecbiffab YorolicfiitQ»f«ras 
v^Tj gooAfOxlA thiDJffffitqrs imtdi<aq)gen eqhdlifjiioit 
a MiidemoideUelleDisbid)hadaui]i(X5td^ 

eiljojred'itB chttmmjy^ ]i>u8ian)jLit|iailq^ti]kijabRa[)!i$ 
Or^try^S' masterpiece ' iDbirral^rtUeidnigitlaliBloi)^ 
d^^l^tgtffie theair of '« O Ridkitrd liOfAbn BmiT wittt 
gn>at iMpresriioiiii His aottng in. theiseeiife, Mrhia Md 
heard the voice of Richard fmtnithe ptison^ was 
eletttidfifdngt) hisijoy, hissuiprise, atihating feund 
Ms' kili^,- the tr^mUing ^ his v^ce^ hiis ^seraoJibting 
ii^>tbe<^ tree to let Riohalrd henv^his vdcepandotHfe 
exjpi^sddA altbgether,. made anumpressiobieo bmi 
that^nnev^ can be effiided; aiidwialelircktiahiBdLat 
P^ri^; Lniever lAis^ going toiwe Jiinlir^AfonBieitv 
FI&Up^ ^layeitRichaid t^markabfy fkn8li/and>gav^ 
ttte h^vura air^ '^Lymiv^rs qde j^'paisduv" *ri|*r 
great fskill and animation, < ^ 
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itoe tad^ edf depai4aM, «Bd iievteihtifaedgiurlilnw^ 

Vwakss^madSL %a^gUodiioQseikaiiefaSdfFAte9A Uukf 

ttiok>JftlwiJivfi$Bil|S(»piithi is^rat&iiV 3Ii£aI&ni>Ame^ 

Ifes8pQ3t]OTdgai»t^difflB.lBBdfied{feIl^ 

notiqiiftii^ tiH^priiAeipal ^praple^il 1^ 
i«Disi]|:MJ«]||i&ftfifeqmaar£8r{(a^ ^^J^im^^l^llkid 
surprise at Shakspeare's refe|riIigt'Jtor/itii^f*1yirr 
^ldftrIya4Ii^hAtandJ rf^utb^icgrim £n^i.M^tii.Dur 

tiofeii¥iArk,iidteI^iid[)di^gpDded ^til di]i0)tege^^ jiand 
• tsarre^/toiii^Bd^nitbdilfistfdil^/lo />i w mU biroil 
ha Aftc^fjdkiti^B .IB^- (|ifim^intq\ dl[h9i{icus|Qti^^ 
iHidddln'Tte ji^ye ywr JarlitDikab.QKftn^iaedifi Ik^;|>Q$P! • 

Ub tmnktfa^iitdi htm uteff e^i3^j^l^u|§(|r^{>^fii^- 

l4ieiiM4/lhafrite flwiat |et..QflfrteiBoid<igsi0[ i^i tfeQ 

tfjttnk afcbaUfha2|ardg^ . WetkoMght it gwiicufai^F' 
sOly for him 'to do so, ^specially a^ bQi au%r^ 
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greatljr from secHsickBess, and thei^e W9» a stiffly 
breeze blowing. ' We advlSid Mtfi to dlspatcK a naes^ 
senger for it, but aff would hot do ; he j^ersasted in 
goiog himself, and todc such' copious draughts of 
hot brandy and water, that ihe pdef s head be- 
came considerably confused. 

At length, as the effects of his numerous pota- 
tions became more powerfiil,- he opened his heart 
to us; "Gad, my friends,*' said he^ •* If I don't^get 
my tnmk, I shall be ruined, — it will be opened, 
and i» it> will be found the bitterest satire I 
could write, upoiii all the people with Whom, an<^ 
upon whom I have been litring, during the whole^ 
of my stay at Boulogne ; and' if they should see it 
or hear of it, I shall never be able to shew my face 
amongst them again.'' At midnight^ the pacl^et 
9(uled, and in it the grateful playwright, in or<^er to 
save his reputation. 

We, havitig neither written lamlpoons, nor, 
ISeA our trunks behind us, set off in the mom- 
.ing, breakfasted at Canterbury, and diiusd at, 
Rochester, and an unlucky dinner it was T^or 
me ; I had purchased some prints and trmket^ 
A Pari^, which, by the aiid of the steward of 
the packet, I got safe across the water; and on 
leaving Dover, I had them packed in tlie bottom 
oi the chaise, and fancied them quite secure ; but 
no; a lynx-eyed cu8tom-hoi«ae officer^ of the name 
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/)f Tancped, wjiile ]^ ^jene^i^t dinner, stepped into 
the ckmt^,and spoiled m^ofiiny «nii^ed purchases. 
I strove to briber hut th^* hard-liearted searched 
was inexoi'able ; j^nd I,w&s obl^ed to submit 
to the laws of ray country, which^ ^ the tiine> I 
thowght very^ hard :. however, cares.were but trifles 
then, and I laughed away the loss;_aild on the 
18th of jMariph, 1787, arrived in liOndon for the 
first time iijiiBy life. On the sam^ evening, Ste- 
phen Storace aqd. myself, called upon. Mr* Linley, 
tit his house in Norfolk Street in the l^trand, wbeare 
I found l^ris accomplis^ied daughter^, Mrs. Sh^nda^t 
and Mrs. I^ckle, J\Irs, Sheridan ^sked me if I 
had seen " Richard ,Coeur de Lipn*' ifi P^s ; and 
<m my telling her that ^I had, only ipur evening 
before, she requested me to go and see it at Drqry 
Lane that evening, as she was most anxioqs to 
know my opinion of the relative merits of thfe 
French and English pieces. Gei^ral Burgoync hftd 
tmusla^4 ^9 ^^^ Mks. Sheridan adapted it to the 
^£inglis]& ^ts^e. 

I and Storace, accompanied by a young gen- 
tlentan, set off for the theatre, but the piece was 
nearly hsif over. I must premise, that 4 was 
theii totally uninformed as regarded the actpr^ 
and actresses at I^ry Lane. Just as we entered 
the boxes, Richard was singing the romance from 
his prison, most loudly accompanied from behind 
the scenes by two French h^ums ; I was astonished 
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UffiSiXtiau flcdoaqnihiffiMdoBOiiO(Hi9lie«d|rbate ^isfr 
rittnKei'««ltk tb«>£taitttbciodii«(3ttiei}eoB9osir, jpd 
illicit MtiM^ s^ilbdittipldfedtaif ti^aadbc^q^TOb- 

i^a^'mi' iMU *«liMi^nto;^Stikiace/nidd^q''oif8B|s 
fiKiJ^t^ ii-'th«r'fl»t4nd;'btM«-^gd*H>ii|[o)iiuthe#i4 
i '^oll <ii&t Ibtii'-to ^]^a^ aititariadampfttiihipfer 

ji!{!fAi i%«>gei(tlKm4iicM4uy lupiti (ChatrlB;^e«pi 'ofsasinb 
was singing, was Mr. John^KSInJttcy ^dooilfla'attil 
ti^i(ttitt;^iv^)to;§4anM#t«qtfcw(i>to{aiet»re 

'^jti«( *jv«9 taalufi^ eflOQghK-handiig "Aiiftfcvid&ys 
^k^fefe^ Phfii9l>e^l|te(ikstc>tiR^r obihqiiEiiQrDdi 

'f'^j(I!^rrie«d^<ftob3e!l£(i%]9taliiid«ii%iwlien'b 

-plftJ^Kkt I^badfrnfetakaqoUa ibr ti^drtH^i Ibdie 

Ol>^BS^s.^>3^"tb«'«rttf/I lietmfetAatf whotf ibhdde 

IwitiT^efiiKl^gtite temBfib0^slimgj^^^hnd;£bMr, 

tllMiIklu]et> ^<helbMidMictl mai ftxiiaHiagribalbtii, 

Kf MwKkuAm nr^Qteaadife KtejUejijsfu Itrosiitwr- 

'Qlegil»^'tttnei'^->ii jCcnrible.Icaldi^-jaid» ctHd^E^tb^g 

'^pb£tt*'«f swiff, Mia; i'xMjp^easiiai, i<»iBidbair 

"fiaetne io< nAtariaut&rie atxitwe^thaiiiltKaiopiitiAiM^ 

beating him as jou do." 

; Mrs. Jordan's acting in this driuna* was delight- 
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«ib4i6i&d&oM]mth^(%«ia(ctf''Apdle^ tba^ii^Nks 

^itetIU<ifeniHiBdfirjQ(^tfad 9tumttiAtT>iw^^n0i(mi 
fWiaafae iEKy( dSmt&ittbf; paifl>of*Lipil^)€|ii) j^k]4w> 

sii9AsBAh6iBrfte€ntai«igqm«itt of^roJ^iolejr^vPy^^ 

<i;tiferfJAdi£s,uiiisft Ma^om^ Bfamr to^wihoqATK b^ 
Kelly, tell us whafeisort o£.siiigerfjarS%iKVT^^<£fto- 

lUidK^ IrndT' bBt^jflisr^pr6yedjaft€fwiads,.Mff^aie 

.£iiluB)i^iirtarntoiiii)!( 'fttl^ fwd^^tli tor)#.flQ4Ff 
iffiieBii ijqqitMdkrMMl gtdeiifintoQi^i ttMld lA wff an 
jsim^artififaiifc' (bicKOfhbi' I theA^^ne^/^nttbingufof 
Tlfadbn^A Hbra^ laQdrat Aat tim» i/rabwi/ber 
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mcttt mbf'faatf Itg^ik pob/ tinrtdbe lAenmrfisi 
dediredidte w6iiL&iia)tn8iiig;xhdiQi!d I did, if 'dn^ 
eould avoid it. ^i (» i* j'- » . i r ai 

In selecting the i^ienA^ of i^iwl'«iid fikntiMi ^ 

myifitfrtrifrp^amtioe^ I was prided • int > mgri drnqqi 

by ^he jcitconMtaiice oi kaomog di^the sev^fh 

wjiicfa, besides, were much iii mjr rtjrte of tftingingi 

When, iibte opera was prodwed, X sang all'' tUb^ 

oiigbai uniskv'^^aitKl ittfroduCedi an iI]kal]an*aBr< oi.^ 

SaDki'i3|iiwitisi tEiigfi^ words, written' fiar! tms k^^ 

Mp;iSicftlard»I{iciBfe, bit^iBflMn4aw ttruMnofliecbi 

dan, iatl4 4t duet iwtttteii ^faj ti«iwe^4mclB^.^Ddto07 

Ldb#£^itH^ iimsfcbiSima, I itomposttL the I niQjIod^^ 

{Hidjfii^bsfiii^aisaGe'f^r/tiie iiistruinebtal |)aii9' 

ti) *iti ' 3^svv<iket^\ira9. his inABt ^iittbifai6tiaak< to^ 

I)iJui^qLai|f(tthieatvQ-t-That /Bmiadat^iurtop, fifing; 

whbliaEd.hGenokiimnd of mjr ftUier^ite Drtilfli 

aoratt]^ QseaHfuhefoBe, took a jfpssieitadM^tf painf t^ 

iiBrtnibbinfi in{i^idiak^ii0t ;of^ 

IMeffil^YimuB^iimuch indisbttiL fkxe: Iris abi^ 

tttiAioa^i aodijfroni aitt thfijpesifiQacaMys^jIrexi^rieBoe^ 

tWoBLQ^H lAadfOXlA^Si^dfy attentioasi li > // LvAiSfm 

. t k^ ddiei^Mt Xiljinigr .^SiiitiziDjrdBriiabd^ Jok^ 
irtimec^iKas iwgaged.at (Ciivenb^Oati^ asB^ibrit 
^ing0r«;:.:ifu^w hkft pl&y. Yom^ Mfeadal«n» ia 

'.^iJUMein aVSag^r .he actedthrrpa^/rtittj and 
sangBthe ;soilgSiiwitb(>#iQd 1aste|jaii»i<a fnciiiia% 
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fine ;iFaAwlto toic^^ Mrs. BiHington WM tfa4^ 
fUMettai, iJAodigfat hor an t&gel in beauty^ aod 
the Saint C^^ilia of $otig. 

I femeintyev oHfe dsl^r, slioMly diter my first 
appearance^ ^ing 'wMi my Mend Jack Johnstone, 
in^Preat Itassell Street, I met an eccentric Insfa- 
mfn^rwcU known hi Dublin, of the name of Long^^ 
ivlib Wfas, hy <nrns» att auctioneer and dramatist ; 
he wwte'a |^y«aled ^^ The Ijaplanders,^ whkh 
vmkf aib first) verycooUy recmTisd' fayi Qste andience, 
aadr atft^^airds very^waMly cond^fl^d^ He carafe 
to> iBi^iatid to- pfepcBte to Oc^s^eicnmeiiit a plan foft 
{i2^yj(iig«ff 1^ liatiotoal deftt, ors^ Ife 

Wta^ |iO¥E»e^€r, feU)Of aneedote, iMid^had a hap|^ 
kaiack ^ teUing ftorie^ agmnsf immeifi one, I 
t>^{ftQlIfect^ was, that^ in 4i$s auctioneering capacity,^ 
atxlongBt other sdiemes, he. offered for safe, woolteh 
cloths at a farthing a yard ; yet, so completeiy wasi 
fail charaefer known, and w^ well appreciated^ that 
b6 could nol advance a l»dding even upon th^it 
prbe. 'At <me tin^, he tcM us his patience was 
act^ly wolin-out,'aad, in anger towltnis his au^ 
tory^ihi^ saCd, he Mio^ght they woidd treat him with 
Ifarsalne lAatt^iMiou) tf he Wer6 to offer, a guineH 
^ IMdte. He then literatty todc a guiliea out of 
Ilia f»Alft2^,> tod put H lip; tfaer^ wete certainly 
•adlf^aiiieesi shiHiag by BhiSinf, 'until it reached 
l^venteen shillings and sixpence, at which price hfe 
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He mentioned ahother anecdoteiMb MdLtljtifii^ 
,aii'S8d31^ijbrlDufaliil$ wtu^oafsitsoidrkJl^ydsQge- 
irtiicdoen^ud jriAunteisedxtf actdMagcfeai^lahedtjFf 
^of^fivtiSh .lKrHv)wiBsetiadd»}ilafttir'irUiIaif^^ 
}B»rfeiw^:lsi{«ldiihitetl>W]tiseir AtfOiAdO^ciio^OkBk, 
-jmkdrmitli&ttisoAibtm l8&flDi'£pitfitn^pBSflNied{t^d3H 

.extreAeiirstiipsy^'msdLiJ^iibpu^l^ 
the watch for having niui^ereddMlqor^ifUbmlfy 
aSdl^ftitfae^ jfow floddfe^ ^nd^fiediNnQB^ile, 
who ' aftd^te^ staiekiil^ (taiaddfagisi^dilfajd'mid 

ilataakt tlgukiw^siSawd gnfltgrmfcSm^deribgiaajors, 
even on tl^e stages J O lyjJ^fi "^is^oH ini^S ^t^/t 

bi£ii 'teKi:ttt^x^ltfa3tir0laii& toI^I]6vkfirodlind^;d^ my 

the well-known Roman Cathdk^Bri^^IteqwsBfa 
^xadb^abdB^kmmkjfooi UMtmjstiPD^ awl «&d^ng 
v^oQpneisatitteu iifWMghlyfiot&m^ 
\JoRnlM pSiai^i of )iOift ^^liit^iix^^ori^ |)B(fai i ttoi^ 

were congenial, for his revelmceo'^l^ t^U^iy 
UyiAaitf i4ffhfBUjilpiifa«fa94a«|)ib ivw^j^p aaAti^iiy 

a jug of St. Patrick's eye4watHir^«ightl«ftei!>adglrt, 
idid 4iB(iiemTtiiceisawli «yddlf o^c^tha^ 
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tiymeti, who shdlht&ehjBHptddsMwad^iSBitoiottd^ 

-d§QBex&9rvi'ithe?iacetida8 iJhQhiu(Fl]i^GifelE&«ra&, 

,mfi6tatt^/d]diilieidj[faihpiditoto xfXd^finjosr 

.<ibtCteotiieil30o£xtodh ^\iB&auifteboMiM»lkAiiaaidbB&t. 
6E%e]6j#»a»qgrfe6q&ieoi8l ««tiJaQ«liediJt<Biliiiie 
faidai^bnlirq^qatet fon jJajfibK^^sHs telm^addAbfiit 

3A(<^Hi^|)aftet(i^iiiiiir» i^ia» am^tOfbiiA^fLBcT 
bYnreiBdlibftiieisdl^jidsh jrDu^ete S^atvfletfte/'oiiw 
?'io[&fA§dmb7yifi;ciDi9dHo^ teonlflajmiiiiii^ ilniitl 
were Saint Peter?" asked O'Lea^a edi no n9v^ 
ym'bBJxMKboiBflvedein} iEikhenr^I^^tfJc^^aftf'Baid 

ju39imc0ill4 i^'lSerjitorfjcO ifiinoH riwoiiiUfow *mI1 
^ni^bfiir te(^ hatourttaflid loonfiJDieiBcbfrBSbdDseUK^ 
dscidkdxlll^ dkinmoff ^trliiiiidll'ilie bfitttesfevq^eMi 
^ifaatt i(Aa4rldWil^iija6(^itt[k^FiBaiq fiarinBai 
ylrtgwld l^youDM4d'/07 ini ^di el^taegaoD ei'^w 

Irigood^dfca]jdfj«iitk8ifo.i^^i ^:hhiii^ .18 lo 5a j, ^ 
; 1 '(Q^em^rt tQld>|iiffK)f Ithfi vliittsicfdi't 
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he 6nie enjoyed brer th. Johnson, O'L^ary wa« 
ver^r ikki6u8 io hei%tTxAuceilo that learned man, 
afttf "Hi*. Mdrphy toolc nitii one ijplbrnftig to Vke 
Doctor's lod^ttgs. On his entering the room, tlie 
tlhctor viewecl him from 'top* to' koe^ w^thcfet 
taking any notice of him ; at length^ Parting one ^ot 
h\i ^uiei^t Wts^ai him, lie sptoke' to hun in the 
Hebrew language, to which O'Leary made, no reply ,^ 
llPpm xHiici, ihe Doctor said to mm,' ** tVhy clo you ' 
not 'ansi^fer me, ^ir^ ;, " ""^ ' "'"^ "j/., 

^TFlii{h,'§it,*' saidO'Leary; ^' I c$nnot.reyy to 
y^ii, Mfc^iisiB^ <4o nbt understand tjie language ,in 
wliiiili yotf iW* addressiT% me. 

l/pon this thd Doctor, W}th ,a contemptuous- 
sneer, said t6 Murphy, ^ \\^y,^ Sir, this is a p;;e^ty ^ 
fellow ;^ou have brought hither; — Sir, he dop not 
cdlApi^eheiid the primitive lanffuaffe.'' 

, O lieary immediately bowed very low, and com- 
plimented die Doctor with a long s^ech in Ipsh, of 
wm6h tfefe 3&'octor, not understanding a wotj^, 
made no teply, l)ut locked at Mur^y. O'Leary^ 
seeing that the Doctor was puzzled at hearing a 
language Of wtich he was ignorant, said to l^urphy, 
^nting to the lioctor, *^ This is a pretty fe^ow tp . 
whom you have brought me-j-^-Sir, he does not 
understand ^lie language of the sister kingdom.** 
— ^The Reverend I^adre then made the Doctor a 
low bow, and quitted die room. 
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,,.At^tbe ,tpe whe^ jl p^t Jack LQ^g, J^^^as. 

be^n r^eived with ail the Jdndnf^s^ ^4 jindu]igeaf:e 
wit|i which fi. British auclieiice iiivgri^b^ enpoii^ 
rage$^a new performer, and I had E)een succe^ivl 

pn the fbllQwing Tuesday, the 34th, I remember 
I went to. the Oper^ House to see my fri^w^^. 
Sigilom ' Stp^ape make her firp^apfi^^ifii^^ aui. 
was much gratified at her en|;hu^astJL9 jre^ei)tiop^' 




of harmony, and was warml^^^ppl^ud^^ by Hi& 
!J^oyat Hignhe^s the Fringe of Wales, who honoured 



the theatre wit^h his presence, and was in , ^h^ 
house^ before the commencement of the opera.. 
Amongst the audience were the late Duke of Qi^qi- 
berland (in the pit), and the Duche^ (i^i her ^^)^ 
with the present Marquis of Con^ngham. jlj'hp^ 
*^Schlavi pSi^' Ambrq,"'was a^great favopp^Je for ^he^ 
reiiainder of the season. ^ * . . . . 

^ fi^ile";' my friend Stora^^ was eamiqg laurels 
iA^ ttt^^ltayniarket, I w^ most kindly tr^atpd^ at 
I^nu^y Lane. My performMce,,which succeed 
Lwnel, was that of Vpung Meadowy in" Love 
in aiViDta^e." " ii? addition) to ;t1ift qriginal fpngSrl 
introduced one of (jluck's, to which Mrs. Sheri- 
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fi<«i#Mil^o»i^f7blgi93ile dd3£, <.«fiacivi|ii7 iineibib 

festival is far beyond 1m^ fbwetV (tHte^i^s^trhas 
already been described mpst elaborately, by those 

' ,!'(t;jiTi-; I i-Mfl iSirr 9')I0/ Tilt 

more conipqt,^p,| t,q,^^^ ^,.^,^„^ij ^jp^^^jpdeavour 
to express the effect which it producedon me. When- 

l^g^Hfiill^ WlHiiri^ib^iRi^td^i^ViV'nriistMlfi 
it was, in the inspired words of the chorus, * 
«refSiih'» 'rH*i'6l*tttestnS"#as'4ed'%>th»i^ftifers; 
tlte etfri'duil^g Ivei"* JbahiBatefel 'Bsq.-«lther oTtfte 
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Ukttis^ni Bfllrilf»ai9,irS|kle, 'P(WTSr^ Nqnitj Hy- 

seats, that ladies ted'4}X9rI[b^i49f>S^(tJ»$ni^gbfi 
ttBle^(lThe:|M9(^i»efls l\il9ABllnQ9sl(roi;s<Q^rAh^ 
dr^daatii^ iiOprasifoao Oiil3n|9iijfir^j|{<$Iie{^I«S^f<^ 

Mniphecl!^9»«MsJy'JvViM| t^ Ixiuxoti is't 81 lBvi)89l 

- Her voice was neard around, 
■.i!ni7/ ou iroboDSjlx'uj ii rljiil .7 Joullo t/ili ^ajiqzo oi 

d^^^t*. ,<*f.fioi{o orb to 'htow bo-ifqam orlJ ri ,^<-, // li 
>-i?fe»f»l>i««f jC^14j|j^bP«fft^WPr.9P5lPte toi.jfjyp 

effect iQ['^e,.^ym.M^mofiMm^ftlJflm^ tjie 
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.ah«Uo£ ^ lift iipiyiw Imdk^^O^y^qfMI^ 
fAkrajrtgiyen^wfiiU ch«H| anl^iytaNl IfttavM 

that the first part of it should ]» MiUkS^^^"^ 
fkon» ni wmg inity by tlie {mnc^'Sflptfbn; 
but when it cktm to the pasage, '' Ht if »idMi Kai^ 
nf Gkvjrr b^.QMmmidedthM.the«MMH^l^M^ 
;irith tihe foU Gboras, shwU, mtii^a^4ieawid«fe 
fiirte, burst <mt ; tfat^ effect ymhiMd hf Uhftaltea^ 
tkm was mff&i and fluUime« . r M{qt^ i <ii) 

> A' s«a!atip o^rnddeaije i a wp ^ i^flpe^#i& 
fQBfmmaneei: the mtnmgf thniitf .pntx 4MiK 
ff»wi setoc^tioD, wai deuc^i aad/tei^Qg<; Jsit 
when the grand chorus struck up^ Letiiieielle 
Jigfat, and iigfat w^t oiret aU T the sim b«fit Ibrth, 
.4UBid with its i^ys lUumiDated w^pyffijft.QSikf^ 
iMpIeodidedifice*' Sjreiy oi^e^was ^twcltifrith -^e 
.ema^enw, and tihe effect produced by, ^<j ^ .1 
< Abeujb this^ tiMe I received the «^)ii«)eli9ljr iliws 
of mjrtpo^r .mother's death; ah^ haddi^ i^ifo«¥ 
##^ beffsr^ bnik^ 4he event hatd not b?Gin '^rvli0A 
tome ^ihdwerer^' I was^mxious tasee^]i)7i&tbeB*mid 
£ip%, andjset off ior PubUii» the 8«fe of JE19W, 
Jiaving parei^ious^ ^nterod into an eiigs^psmeiitlMMb 
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iM>ii<Ml lilMmliliiif flMhtrr MwJMTl 

iPfgMJI^iwb' afrr^mdiMM£>«bnaMh Md-n^sdf 

Mre^i t rM>al iw g| ?ciwi«ge,-rlMi^'».MWfef pi i iiM w t 

i»€oBegE«r«rfi. ' • ' "^ 

•< J||^;falkfr oral, of corfrse/ deUg^e^^ Me^me, 

hwtteni{ir«d iadi]iiac^;aaBio«lhetMiii7iiaid^ttty 
first appearance in Lionel to' ^'cMiffkA- kernel 
idqr 'seeqitte fmH^BMy^gnrUfyteg} asd'^eie ^lau- 
dkali vam^vi^icato mjr^irami-hdArted^maMifjrliief , 
>«dd in iia^tif»citr^» eter wvst^oMgetdlftl toflXjr 

i»'X3uHag!nyrtwi4lve tiigiiits^p«lbfiMid^4irii^ 

-Jj^r'ittghfr; ^y bfetfeftiadftar^one} jl^wtfii'i^e**! 
every prtrt/'aiid'«he'ipte<tet T*trt) <rf tiw.j^iras 
HtftdrliMMsGiW r tn^O'«^< oar'n^hte' p»ft^d^ces 
t^T€ fef'tlfe-eotwiteand otf Wsr OttMJe tlie*I>Uke of 
RlrtUtrid, iii^>tbe'ii(ird>MeutMtfBrt>of'I«t!lencH wlio 

'W»*«iteta|»airf«d"la*he' theaftite' bytto Diichess, « 
noA beantibl'womaii; "Holmaii waSiHusttaOiiagia 
ShiWKi ? the JUaiaque of Cottras wstt got up; lie 
vot. I. ' X 
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fjiay.^ Cpij&usi I, the. principal B^^^handt.an^.fdiig^ 
•^ J^w PhorfjHf.swk^tfe in the We^Vr ai^ aU tjie 
I«w»p^l JW>ne^. ]V4rs^.<^!»9hiiiw the Euphrqfxq^ 
1^ Ipoko^ a^ W^4j ai| if she b^ h^m bqyth^^d.^ 
tjbift femntaip of t\^ Gi;aces ; . 1^, 9^uig in tW s^qqg 
qf . " The, W^nt^ God^" and sii^png " Wbuld ye 
i§^te thf noonti^ie air?" and ^^ S\\(Wt echo," w^^ 
indeed a treat. 

It struck me. that there was a good Qffpor- 
tiii|i(tj. to introduce, i« the. fi^^t act o^ iif^ 
M^f^qfmp hetw^n th^ ^ncifu^ B«cchanAl app^ 
B^qphan^ a duet^a^d^ I.fix^4 uppn the celebrated 
Itali^^. ^vi/it of Mfqitiinji)^ '' Pace, ca|?a ne^a, spamt! 
yii}ff^ 9r^ted a g^^at sen^tipn.at VJen^^^^bi^ 
W^hegreajb^ in DixMi^. The English wpr4s .pu(^ tfi 
it^ " Qb, ttioi^. we]Pt born, to ^ea?^ n^|^," wer^.y^y 
^p^i and chjimed iqi, well with the scene ; no pi;^ 
of ipusic ever produced a greater effect ; it was. sj^ 
W^:X^ caltedi£?r. t]ii^ee,tin^s,.and no per£ornw^ w^ 
9fhw^^ 1^0 go oil) in^ whiqht it was n^t introduce ; 
i| ^1^ s^Vng aboi(^,th($ streets ^by the b^lhM^sii^ig^^ 
W4 i?^9d|ip4 by th<e n^ws-bc^si* whq. usedt . tq 9% 
ta,c»cb o^er,^ •• Qh tliK)% \^rert t>pni, t<>, tjfMe if^ 
ms life, naj oi^Jy loy^,;" iu shftr^ it waf fijcpiplfi^ 
t^ r^fte: aJJ ,Qver Irelap^ Ei^laa^, affd ^co^^m^ 
f93e.iwwX4mffnyy«^rs. , / = 

luring my. ei^piggjwent,. in. I]M>^ I PftSfid 
inany huppy, dayi? i^ the deKg^rtful aq^., ^- 
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friitiibl6 sdeiety of ntunerotts and k&Ki fHentds: 
We took frequent excursions to Cldntarf/Biack 
Rfick, Dunfeary, HiB of Ho#th, arid the Darglej 
kn^ enciMa&rig ^ot At Btay {here wad an inn/ 
*%[«-e every* accommodation couM be hiad; the 
ted* 'trout ate 'd^ficioii!?; and at Lord Powew-* 
bmirf s place/ the Dargle, the views are beautiful 
and pieturesqne, bearing a strong resemblan^itf 
to imany parts of Sicily, particularly about thie 
environs of l^ialermo. However, these joys, like 
aH others, were but traifeito^y; and, in dae time, 
I finished my profitable and pleasant engage- 
ment in Dubfih, and saikd for Holyhfead, oh our 
Wky to tl»e Yort theatre, where Mrs/eh-ouch and 
'inyAfelf WA6 ing^ed by the eccentric Tate WiJ-* 
fcinfeoil, its i^roprietor, to perform (hiring the race 
iit^k. M¥s. OouA was perfectiyt acquainted 
Witk the eccentricities of Tate^ and told us many 
'ariecdotes orhhn; he was a great epicure, very 
foiid of French cookery, and small dishes ; lai^ 
joi'itts'teticver allowed to come *ta his tabid, 
aWd above all; had the most sov^^ign contemjpl; 
lift* a fbdndfbf beef ; hearing this, it came into my 
l^dd^'te^play Mm a 'trick; and I got Mr. and Mrs. 
<3i^(Sdt*'£o^aid meinmy frdie. ' 

We got to the inn at York just at supper 
Hikfe; I sa'ir in the larder.a huge round of be^f ; I 
ordered it up^ wfid had it ptit on the' table b^ora 
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me; I pulled off mj coat and waistcoat, and 
tubked " uf)"ttig'= s-^eeVW '^'iAy %!«/ ^ A«^ied 

my coii'ar/'ibi>k 6rhPcikm^mi'iM^ k'^m 

car'viftginlf'e Yii -^liiy W« "^' waS" W^ii^''« 

Mailagef Willtiiison, to ^^knoia Mrlt' tifouch haa 
jJi^eviousiyS^rii; ^'terea mfiSiiset^m^Mm^^v 
sfe'en ine '; li^ Vfet tip' t'(J Mi^<'6roii'<^ll;^^tito^. 
t«kteAy#((n her%rk<^'iri''tofii j^t^ii^fi^ KiS 
her, he espied 'ffi^,'and ^tartingDiack, exclafiSeo,"''' 

• '^ irt^ !''»sf A;^^o y'i^a?.V#tii^^^»us 
fbutlrfir ^4^f•'li^r<ir^ hfAi-i-Sijiil ii^^'^fviite*^ 

he'here. Ma'am ?" Sirs. Crouch 'sai3, wi'tii a senous 
coiinteiiance, "l^hat is lilr. KeHy,' Wiibm'yoii tave 
engaged to sing' with me.** ' * .ij- ^ 

, '•* What, that figure!" said Tate,-:^*WHkt; 'tha't 
m^ Lord Aimworth, — my Lionel, — niy ' Ybtitig 
Meadows ! — ^Ugh ! send him away, MsJkm t send 
him b^ck to Brury Lane ! send hftii id Vienna ! 
J never can produce such a thing as i^it; to a 
Vork audience, Ma'am."^ " ' • '"' = ->«'^ 
While he was abusing the bail' fast'e of ttfe 
Druiy Lane "managers anil those 'of ^ Vfein^,^! 
slipped out ot the rooni, dvMei iAys^fkaA^^fh 
proprid persdna, was introduced t6' TA{k/Um> 
.participated in the joke, andliaug^dih^^ilj^^d 
ever after we w6re tti6 gj^ealeiit ftiendifc ' ' ^^ 
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fuli. This was the first place at which 'I saw Miss 
Farr^i^^ xyho ,was tJien <3p a visit to Sir William 
and Lady Milner. My \vprthy friend, thgit excellent 
actor Fawcett, then b^long^ to the y of 1^, tjie^t^. 
an4 was the Douglas of tl^e CQmpa[fly^; . , 

The week after the jr^s Mfs.^^Tf>yf:h ijook her 
benefit, a great house; MrSj. Crcfuch.plaj^e^ Cl^tra, 
and I Carlos, with Comus ; ^^r duet, " Oh, i;iio^ 
wert bom to plea^^ i^," , was wonderfully well re- 
ceived. On Wednesday, the 89th, we cop^menced 
^ four pjg^ts' engagement at Le^ds, in the "Maid 
of the Mill f Patty,. Mrs. Crouch ; Lord Aimworth 
^y myself. "Love in a Village," " The Duenna^" 
an^,"tior^er^i|d Clarissa," to excellent Ijou^es.,^ . 

.. c)?'^fe^aPW?^f* ^P }?? *^ perform, ^foufniglit^ 
more at Wakefield, to wh^(ch yye co^s^^ed^^^w^ 
j^^v^ the^r^ (^nyV^i(ie$^Y^,,t]ie 5th of Sej|t^^er, 
fn^^^j^p^vf^d in,|*L^^(Bin ^.Village;" t^eji^o^u^ 
M^ii^^^^fe^ y^J^t^ded, I but ^n , th^, stag^-l^^^ saV a 

ftfi!?^.Hi!^'9il*>.^!fl^ i^f atfjtude^,^ mduiging .ever 

and anon iij^ Ji9Jf'i4'^pughing, that she disco^- 

^^rtpd every person who came upon the stage, but. 
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^aboye all^ I m particular a^peatad io l)e fcbe ^bsfct 
^htr lidicule^^iad I cQftfeas I £^t ettni]BeljihiN(l> 
At ber pointed ntdai^jd^ i)-- . 

In the third act, when Y6u»g MtaAowsxesim^ 
bk real character, .and comeft wto tb^ garden Ao 
meet Rosetta, I took out my watch to look at /^ 
boar, and isang, ^* I wonder this giril. does iHiit^i^sr' 
the fat lad^ in the Btage-box instantly: s^t* (Ofi; ii^ tit 
}jMae laugh, and said to those around her,/ l^w4 
enough ip be heard in the gaSery^ ^ Why ^ )^cffi 
-Ijiere ; la ! ^the fellow has got a watch*" 
^ I cauU not bear this ; I admit I lost Jsiy, tender; 
btt^il walked up to the box, iind said, '^Y^ 
Madam, it is a gold watch, and reckoned OKie i^i 
itfae best m England," putting it dose to her ;-Mm j 
ifiriend Fawcett was standing at the side of the 
fitageat the time, and often since has spoken of it: 
tjie lady was violently hissed, and ever after, when 
she came to the th^tre, conducted herself with 
beooming decency. The ssme lady, I was toW, 
behav^ one night so rudely to Mr. John Keadite, 
tiiat he was obliged to address her from the stflf^ 
and say th^ he could not proceed with his psfiA 
unless she would cease interrupting him with h^ 
iMise; the audience insisted on her leaving tbb 
box, a party of her fdiends took her part, and 
wanted KemUe to apologise to her, which he 
refused to do, Bnd left the theatre. 
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Odr fbur ii%hts ^nd^ ; we'cdnisehted ;t6 play 
one night vAote, by the express desire df t'he Ebil 
of Scarborough, who, during oirr ^y io. Y<Wc* 
8h^, shewed tis r^anjmaiks of pcHilic littetttibn. 
Oh the 12tTi of September we left Wnkefield, to 
coknn^ence the winter eampaign on the ISflfi at 
OM' Drtrf ; and on the 23d of September; ITW, 
Mt: Linley rcTived his musical pSece rf ** Sellma 
And Aior;*' with splendid scenery and deeoratidiis. 
, IttW. Crouch was iriimitaWe in Se!ima--HsSie tdoketl 
and acted the character to admiratioii, and san^ 
the fevbuffte rbrido of >* No flowte that blows, is 
like the rose," in a ^itenfer to secure a tiigUAy 
encore. '^ 

^e music, though in a different stil^ ^om 
Gretry's, So renowned all over the Continent^ 
wis wry appropriate and pleasing. One niglit, 
fiming its run, I went to the Italian Opem 
House '/it was a dreadful stormy Aight, and rained 
iiifceBsate^y. I was lt»cky enough to get a haidcney 
coach, and while waiting for its drawing up to the 
d^Wr, I heard t^d very handsome young wbd^ 
iMiientiiig that they could procure no cohVteyance t 
after apologizing for my presumptlbti, I told 
them that I had one in Waiting, atad l^houid'be 
happy to hare the pleasure of offering them seafci 
in it^-^an offer whichj with many thanks; they 
accepted. 
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things, one of thera><^Maiy^tF t1M'>s^t} '9lf. 
••1^ ^-':flliWI'-tieri' 'tli^' Mii>f," 'ibiitiiAHftini^y^^filir 

^'"« Hmm^rkMi',''"^ V'do not tKiak'that, fon 

' am rather partial to his personal appearance; '^d 

•■''^yi'"tlonti6ufea r,^='*"iH'-w«&k iiterdbter rtl§ht 
■0 y^'^ft tMfs" fW^tKft fefii^i^r > ■ Mint ^. 
'' '' " ]'i'«elife^"aMJ!Az<y^,Ji"tMnt'tAey called it," 
''^aia'riet'iSstfeH ""fent'Hfrt Were so tii«d anddis- 
' '^6^'Wi^ itrmityi^Mta^tiiiniT «* the end of 

■i!iJfiHtfi{(ft."^' '" •'■ ' ^ • ! 
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and returning many thanks foi^,,v^ .^jiYJQiit^.iifi 

-fflCi^h §9f9l%#n4(§^^jmp,f<ff,^yRa^4^q^.,,, J ga^^^e 

.)?M§fSi.P»p4)t^g^Ba J^pii^^dcp^j^^pfer.,^^ 

-d»rf«WS». Pf| fflflfife. 4hej^.i.lwl , >?P^ii i^^^»«l^ 
guUtyni'-.I 4avgh^,he9rtji^,^tj,H^g,,|iWJf. CQff^j- 

nimPii^i^^ Py l?^Y)e..Mj,Tfit}Vfted iblienext 
day, and formed an intimacy w^tb,.t)^p|](^.,>|^h 

(itest^,njwy,.y^flxs, %riflg Tdflftclv.I rq^^^ed. the 

odreajgij. , ^(^^ity and kindfl,??s, ./rpm . t^iepju;^ 
one of them was the wifesof jl >r.eajtthy.m§n4^t, 

1 1^ ofljer yflp[i«an3fid,.b,u(; Iwthji^TCTe qhaPwVig and 

jxjd-Elwwg.AWf^: ^e^^qp, ,SU>r^cerinti:q4vice4 ilifi'to 

M^ C9)ife,n^l»P ll^.seicjretaiy ,<^..^. JEast Jjudia 

Company, wfco,,Jtiacl ,vrfttw. tWfl sucpe??^ j^j^pes 

.jpDfi .»rury .lHagp,T«-« T^ie pqi^pup^/' ,»nd " The 

..iffilSfe Jllwr,".i» wWfih ^njilpter pl^^ a^fnfl^y. 

io €<*b,iH|a^.a49fj^gi,,^^it^^,Sftp^9ce, ^»^i|^:i^j|ers- 

dorfs "Doctor and Apothecary^" for IJrury liape ; 
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Hbey mUbod to ooHuhme^ipoii tiie kitid of soBgs^ 
I iShotdd'msh tot be wiiktifu fiirnie: wa^pKH' 
posed tor diiie togcthor neilt diij^! at the Orbaj^i 
€offide<HDue» <oppo8ite ilo the Opera Swme. - 4- 
agreed "to meet Cotib m St. iJMMto'e Peik befolV' 
dioner; and winle we were seated on ope off i tfae^ 
faeodkes (for it was then allowaUe to sit'iqifBi 
tiie») we were joined by Pilon, whom I hadiaot 
eeen Innce he set of* to Boulogne to recover ^hk) 
tnmkand. Ids Mtire. He seemed very well =Bt^ 
i^piai&ted: with^CoUhp and taking Idm «sidi^ bwt 
Mw«d A co«|de of gnineas of him ; he then wsfedidd, 
US' At good inoraing. In about half an houraft^^ 
wards, we went to the Oran^ Coffee Houses wheiae 
we Haw the borrowing mithor sitting ina box r he 
asked lea^e to Join us« We had our dinner and 
wine ; and afit^ dinner, I^n went io the bstf^ 
mid indited on paying the wfade of the bUl^ Vith 
Htm imoney which, three hours before, he had ber« 
xqwed of Cobb ; <^is of course we would not dl<yw> 
but ^1^ had a hearty laugh at the expense of bo& 
borrower and lender. 

Mi^ o£ my theatriod neaders remembery ittid 
idl have heard, of that exquisite actm*, Pansons ; to 
hua I was psurtlcoiariy partial, and }ie> I me^ iren« 
tare to say, was very partial to me. I have re- 
peatedly dined with him, in a band^box of a h^luse 
wbkh heihad near the Asylum, at Lambeth; it 
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wuB'ian odcLplacfe ifociaiii aslhiMrtk cl)«tedhuQi te 
fimnin^ for it was oppoHite a< staf^oant ditdi ; :iie 
cc#adlt ilrog Hatti ^Iiiv his> AHtle dvawing-iooiii 
urere aaiiBdal to^Atiilll landscapOGi^ painted fcjihita* 
aBlf)t ^he-iomd redconed a Tery good lutisl* Annng^^ 
taU liklie peodialrities, wm a fondness for finB 
tc^ which almost nightly, after the play, lie ni^enk 
ta^BB^s atan eating4iouseiniittle fiassell Stneet, 
nedrly 'opposite the stage-door of Drury^Xanv 
TkeHims whHh^ I used Tery i6a»n to atettnj^a^ 
him^ aildrnigiitafiber night hat'^ We- fteeiitf^^ 
^iSi^therei I was ansious to acquire wlia*(tliealbrieal 
in£atliLation I cduld, and he was very cbmmut^ 
ciKt>vie«iid !6M of anecdiote. > .-. ^^ : / 

^'One^rreningl was es:pre|sing a wish t#Bee:iiini 
act the^aiaeter of C!orbacio, in ^' The Fax,'^ ^M^ 
was^neof his great parts. > * 

^^Ah,'' said he, ^^ to see Coit)aci0 acted to pis^ 
fection, yon should have seen Shuter ; the puUie 
are jdeased to think that I act that part well) but 
fais' acting was as far superior ta snine, as M«>imt 
Vesuvius is to a rushlighf 

JParsoQs, when on the stage with Jqhn Pftltner 
and James Aickin, used to make it a point to set 
them off laughing, and scarcdy ever failed in his 
obgeet. 'One erening, over oar fried tripe, I was 
condemning theoi for indulging their laughing pro<- 
pen^ities on the stage, and said I thought it was 
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V f^or my 




own part/' said i; •• 1 enioy your comicalities and 

iOi{ 's^iVnUr i.up orl? oi h^i^''^^ nooir ;|^ - 

humour as much as any one, when in jthe front oi, 

the house : but were I on the stage with you. 

nbtning that you could do would make mp^so &» 

ftl^get ilie^cliaracter 1 was acting, ai^ to i^djulge m^ 

misplaced mirth. 



).l.i 'i&S io 



/ " tJo'yoii' tliihfe so?** said he; ** .well, perhaps. 

yawifet.-"' ■ '■• '™' 

Five or six nisnts after th^s conversation, we 
W^iehctiiis in '*^^rie llitJctbr and tne Appthec«rvv" 

marnage article, — " ' ' "^ '^ — 



giien,*"and I "was going to be^in theiSong^ h^^^ 
crill^d^ouri'o ^aw, the leader, ^l^t^^^^^^ 
aiiW ^^^iiing ¥iis neadinto mjr :(acp, ^nd k^cldng^ 
u^^'nts htelsM(a^^avourite action oi his) Ije dfove 
ri/e'^^olii bne end o^ ^the stage to, thejDther, cryinff, 
out aii the time, ^* rll be hanged if you shall evert 

have any motfe Fried tnpe, no more med tnBgw 

♦h'aa^i //iii, .I'^j" rJ,J^l V''-^ ^^'fil/^ ?-ifr ^'i6iOT 
no more fhed tripe, and comnletely pushed ma 

oil tne slaffe. I could not resist this unepcpecfedr 

to^-^i)^ r%n'Uii Oi^rJ^ ^'-^'i'V i'0'[;i>f'^ol2^>d 
atfack, and naturally burst out laughing. rThCr 

aiidiente were in a roar of laughter too, torrit was. 

enough that he held up his fipger or his heel to j 

make <Xe?^/« mugh. ' When we got off, he said, " J 
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think you must own, my serious lad, that I have 
conquered;'* then taking me by the hand, he 
aragged. me upon the st^ to the spot whence he. 



dra, and I sang mV song, which was mu9h ap-^ 
p14t^3e(i ; Dut'-the aQoience were, of course, ignoran^ 
of the joke of the fried tripe, or what he mea^t by 
i^^Tiowever, he is gone, poor fellow, ahd mapy^l^ 
ideasant hour have I enjoyed in his socieiy. rrr * 
in the summer of this year I and IMrs. Crouci^ 
we^^^^o ^fiiverpool, Chester, Manchester;, andj 
t6^ w orct^ter r^ces. ' The theatre there was most 
fasmonablv attended; tve repeive4 muckj, kiT^4-f j 
H^, Jpamcu^arly from Mr. Walsh Porter and hi^,^ 
iMj^. We took Birmingham for a fortnight ijpi 
o6'r way back, and our trip' was pleasant apd 
profitable. My leave of absence from Vienna had 
ek^ired; and I had received my yearly salary^ ^ 
punctually, from the Secretary to the '^ii^it^aii, 
l^tJassy in LoBdon. t wi^ofc to Prii^ce . J^|?ej]- ^ 
biirg^ a respectful letter, requesting him ^to l^y, 
beftfre his' jilaiesty th^ Emperor, my. hUmble; 
duty and ferateful thanks for thei many pounti^ 
bestpwedTupon me, but that ^ly fathers state of 
Keauh, afict KisVish for me to stay in E^aad^^ 
incluced me to reiyiaiti there,— this wa^ my e^jjcu^e; 
' but ^^ere Wer^ ' other reai^oi^ more ijotetit th|an 
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fiUdf diitjrfiir my ndt reliirnii^ td dear Vktolii : 
ligd.L'g«ne» and lematned ten yiBa^ I s^otftA 
havie had half my salaiy for the remaindet of nSrf 
iifil, and bar^ *faeen aHowed to retirb wit& '^ase 
andtoomifort ; but, as fai9 Gi^dce of Bedford's VK^td 
aayeth, ** Cber sard, sarsi ;" akd 1 camiot be ex^" 
pected iiot9 to account for my conduct then. 

The (MPaioriosr were this year carrkd on ufid^ 
the divection of Ik>ctor Amdd and Mr« Uitikfl 
and they wirfie[£ to engage me; but Madttai^ 
MaKky who "vtras thieir great pirdir, as I havebdbf^ 
mdfitiemedy'had ah arersioh to my singing, 'whetie* 
^rorshe was, for reasons before stated ; of coutset 
they *were obI%ed to isubmit to the capirfeiss of thi 
Q«e«n of Song, and I cared llttfe about tbie mattel^ 
attUeii^ef. I went one <»ratbrio night into' thi 
gtteen Tbbm to speak to Mrs. Crouch, but 'the orfly 
pfevsons in the room* ^et€ Madame Mara and' Mcrti* 
stenr Pont6, iirst French horn player to the King 
6f Pru^ia, and a very fine performer^ he was 
an intimate friend of Madame M'ara, and en^ 
^aged to play a coneerto at thd oratorfo diaC 
night. He* said to Madame Mara- int^Ckstnkti, 
'^ My dear friend, my lipa are so 'par^H^d w^tk 
feafS* that I iam sure I shall not make ^ ^sOnhd^^n 
Ae insttument ; I wouhl give the world for a litilfe 
w«ter or beer to moisten my lips." 

Madame ]|tfara' rej^ied in German, *' There is 
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iu))>p43r here iQ,^^^:^ i And yet. if J^ knew whtrc to 
gpt..soi|ieil«Kig fc? yiwi.te driRfa^. I -iwulA: go 

IpuHog t}^ir dkiftogWh I WM sUnding at tfat 
fif^si4e ; afid ad(tees»iii^ Madame Mara u G^nuo^ 
I/sai4i " Madam^i I ahould be sorry? for ytm te 
have tha^ troubte* ao4I.9it laisy byi I wiU^witi^ 
gn^t pleasure, go and get Monsieur Ponte some - 
pnoirter." I i^s^antly despatched a messei^gar fi)r< a 
foaming pot ; and as soon as it arrived^ d pm 
^nted it to. the thirsty musician, in the nick of 
tipae, jfor^ he was called on to play his concerto 
just at this momenta . Madame Mara desired 
me to accept her best Qcls;nowledgments for my 
attenjtion, and gave me an invitation to call at h^j? 
bpuse in Pall Mall the next day, at two o'clock 
I accordingly went ; and she then tpld me hon^stjy^ 
th^tupm hex first knowledge of me, she hadit^js^en 
a, violent dislike l|o me, whi(?h my ki^n^ss^o? Ji» 
timid friend on the pi^peding evenings conyiticcsd 
her was iUrfounded; she apologisedi and coadluded 
ijfis am^n^ (tr^-hmorableQ l>y asking .me i&l 
tji^ Or^lw^j&t #1; jthe tjbefttre thirf; seftson^ ^ . 

,} amwered in ti^e ajpEirmajtiye: she ibm aaid, 
**, ^fe was.my iqt^ntipn nev^ to apj)^r on the Eng- 
U^ ?<#gp » 3?^t if y®« thipl^ my playmg^ for y^wr 
benefit for the first a^ only :time will be<of servif)e 
to ypu^ I beg you will comi|[i£M^ me." 
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I win tiiundarstiruck it Ker kindness and Ift^ 
itdity) Mid l^ankfiiAjr accepted it. She fixed 6n 
Mandane^ in Artaxerxes, and broaght the greatest 
receipt evet known at tliath<)use> as the whole 
pit> with the exception of two benches, was 
railed int6 boxes. So much for a little German 
proficiency, a little common civility, and a pot of 
porter. 

The cast of Artaxerxes, upon this occasion^ 
stood thus :— 

Arbaces ..... Mrs. Crouch. 

Artaxen^es • • . . Mr. Dignum. 

Artabanes • • • • Mr. Ksily. 

Semira. '••••• Mrs. Postee. 

Mandane.. • • • . Madams Mxli^. 



June 11th, I played at the Opera House, Count 
Almaviva, in the Italian opera, of "11 Barbiere di 
Siviglia,*' for the benefit of Signora Storace; and 
on the 17th of the same month that theatre was 
destroyed by fire. I was an eye^^witnesslto the 
dreadful conflagration ; it was said to have been 
caused purposely, and I knew the person sus- 
pected. He was ain Italian, who had' beM in the 
employ of GaUiiii, but having disagreed ^tliYfllfi, 
it was reported that he set fire' to his theatre; for 
my own part, T ncvier bdieved it ; but such was 
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Oange Cofiee ^ois^ watching tbie pn^ess of ^ 

^^. ^The Opera company went to CoYent Gardf^, 
and fimshed the remainder of the 3easo% ^dbore^l 
played six ni^^. 

'* Shakspeare's Jubilee" was revived this y^ar, 
ipi^ acted five ^nights tp crpw^ed boi|S(^; al^ the 
perfcurmers walked in the processian, as t^^ .^^^]|;^t 
characters of his plays, Mrs. Siddons personated 
the Tragic, and Miss Farren the Connie Muse* 
I had to sins^ the, following UnpSf written by the 
present worthy AJ^ruian Birch,.autitQQ^ asnon^ 
others^ (tf . thnee very, popular musical pieces :^^ 
"The MdlAnersf '"The Adopted ChUdr and 
" The Smugglers :" they were received with un* 
qualified aoprobatlon. . , ^ » * , , ^ t 



" The cypress and yew tree for sorrow renowned, 
Attdi^ar'-droppiAg WffloWyii^^^ 
Alf ilAHA*B»a» d«fepr firifl lAiited^eob^ni'' 1 - ' ' *'^> 
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lend my domino and masque to a friend of his, 
who wished to see the audience from the stage, 
and who would do exactly as I did, having fre- 
quently seen me and JVIiss Pope. On he -went, 
but appeared instantly planet struck, and stood 
perfectly still; nor did he move until pushed off; 
the rage and disappointment of Miss Pope, who 
was an excellent dancer, (and I not a very bad 
one,) at not receiving the applause which she 
had always brought, was very great ; she stormed, 
and raged, and vowed vengeance against poor 
me, I wrote to her in the morning, asking her 
pardon, and signed myself" The Fair Penitent-^ 
she took the letter in good part, and wrote me a 
friendly answer, admonishing me to be guarded 
against bad advisers : and to the day of her death 
Was kindly attentive to me^ but she never forgave 
Moody, by whose advice I had transgressed. 

In the summer of 1788, I went to Liverpool, 
Manchester, Chester, and Birmingham; Mrs. 
Crouch was also engaged at those places ; our 
recejption was most flattering, and we reaped a 
plentiful harvest. From Birmingham, we returned 
to Drury Lane. The first novelty was Dryden's 
alteration of Shakspeare's *' Tempest," which was 
received with marked applause for many nights. I 
composed a duet for myself and Mrs. Crouch, as 
Ferdinand and Miranda, which w^ a favourite; 
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the whole of the delightful music by Purcell, was 
well got up by Mr. Linley ; the accompaniments 
by himself. 

The next operatical novelty at Drury Lane wias 
the " Haunted Tower,"" written by Cobb, the 
music by Stephen Storace. On the fii*st night of 
this opera, Signora Storace made her first aippear- 
ance on the English stage; and the piece was thus 
perfumed, Nov. 24th, 1789. 

, Lord William . . . * Mr. Kelly. 

De Courcy .... Mr. Whitfield. 

Edward Mr. Bannister, Jun. 

Baron of Oakland . . Mr. Baddely. 

Hugo ..... Mr. Moody. 

Robert . . . . . Mr. Dionum. 

Lewis Mr. Suett. 

Martin . . . . . Mr. Williams. 

Hubert Mr. Webb. 

Charles Mr. Sedowick, 

Lady Elinor ... Mrs. Crouch* 

Cicely Miss Romanzini. 

Maude . . . . • Mrs. Booth. 

Adela Signora Storage. . 

The success of this opera was never surpassed ; 
it was a lasting favourite for many years : the first 
season it was played fifty nights. The under plot 
was taken from an Italian intermezzo opera; the en- 
tire scene of Ihe Baron of Oakland reading a fetter, 
was taketi from it. Storace was greatly received in 
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Adekw W^ as a ain g cff $md sti^ actsesc. BuniMrtCT 
asd Badiltfy w€i^.axc€^m>t ia th« oomie jpaito; 
Mrs. Crouch, as Lady EbQor» wa& in the &iH fcikKWA 
ef beauty, and tlife ykhert yoim* i had two fine 
•Mgs att0tte(| to fiM> '^ FrQiB Hape*& ftnd dream*'' 
and '^ SipiiA of my sainttd SHre^" on^ ef 'Qie nmt 
diftn# ^songs aver composed ibr ^ teiKMr Toka^ 
indeed, all the nvusic was b^aiAtifiil : the adm^aiida 
of the audience of the sestetto^ '^ By ixMAteal loH 
delighted," I can never forget ; certw^l^, nothing 
could exceed the comppaition or the eii^ecirtion of 
it;— botli we¥epei!fect, . . 

This seasan I wa& engaged by the Boble Di- 
rectors of the Ancient Concerts, as principal tenoir. 
The night of my debut, the Earl of Uxbridfee wm 
the Director ; the songs allotted to me by his Lord- 
ship, were " JephtJ^a's wish vow," and the kAighing 
song from VAU^Q^ ** Haste thee, nj^mph, and 
bring with thee/' Tbe late Mr. Linley heardime 
sing it over and over again, and to his masterly 
instructions lowed the indulgence which I received. 
In singing sacred music I was aware of its v^e, 
9mL§oggfii ^ tht twer srogs of HandaL. witb 
wuremittiQg afsidMib^. Mr* Jmk. Sirtaa cendMfe^ 
titqsti ofmoants, aad ^ms suiqmadf la uodaawteipii 
Shafe]; pexfMi^'; fa». wasi anj ease^^it pQB&Bwer 
om Aft qi^an^ CsaoMK ncasb thaJeadei:^ 4ndr Qe»- 
wiskoi |iem(sj{idL viatoncdybw The contexts weae 
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then hdki in Tottfenfaam Street^ hud their Majiesties 
and the rojal fkmily wer^ constant attendHiltBj 
btit> although it Wad diffittih to become a Mbscrlfter^ 
the room was alwajs crowded. 

I was l«cky enough tu meet with th^ approbasttM 
^ Mr. BAtes, in the wcitative of '^ Deeper and 
deeper still ;*' my next song was the laughing "QM* 
Mr« Harrisdni my predecessoi^ lit those contii^s, 
yirm a charitiing singer : his singing ^'Oft ob a plM of 
lising ground ;'' his *' Lord rem<9mber David ;'* and 
** O come let us worship and fall down/' breathed 
pure religion^ No Divine from the pulpit^ though 
gifted with the greatert eloquence, d^uld ha^e u^ 
spired his auditors with a more perfe<^ sense of dutf 
to their Make^ than Harrison did by his melodious 
foiies add chalite styH ; indeed^ it was fkultless ; but 
^n the animated songs of Handel he was vftry defi- 
cient I heard hitti sitfg the laughing tong, withbut 
Itooving a muscle; and determined, though it 
wiu» a great risk^ to ^ng it my own -way, land 
the efltect produced justified the experiment : iti* 
stead of ringing it with the serious tiimetiess of 
Harrison^ I laughed dU through it^ as I eoneeived it 
'might to be sung, and as ihust hare been the 
'ifitention of the compose', the infisction ran ; and 
their M^^tieS) and the whote audi^tice^ as well afe 
the Atiiestra^ were in a rear of laii^t^r^ add n 
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signal was given from the royal box to repeat it, 
and I sang it again with increased effect. 

Mr. Bates assured me, that if I had rehearsed it 
in the morning, as I sang it at night, he would 
have prohibited my experiment. I sang it five 
times in the course of that season by special 
desire, 

.There was at this time a subscription concert, 
held at Freemasons* Hall, called the Academy of 
Ancient Music, under the direction of Dr. Arnold ; 
I was engaged also at that concert for the season.* 
The subscribers were chiefly bankers and mer-.- 
chants from the city ; I think I hardly ever saw a 
greater assemblage of beautiful women. In the 
summer of 1789f Mrs. Grouch and I went to Dub* 
lin, Cork, Limerick, and Liverpool, arid had a 
pleasant and profitable campaign. We performed 
" The Haunted Tower," in DuMin, with complete 
success. 

Thf morning after the first night *s performance 
of that opera, I was at my father's, and heard a 
news-boy bawling about the street, " Here is the 
high-born Hibernian Journal ! the Freeman's Jour- 
nal! and Saunder's Great News, and more to come !'' 
Anxious to hear what the papers said of my per- 
formance of the night before, I opened the street 
door, and calling the news-boy to me, asked him for 
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Freeman's Journal; ** Sir,'* said the ragged urchin,^ 
« I've sold the last I had." > 

** Then," said I, " you stupid dog, if you have 
sdd them, why are you crying them about the 
street?" .3 

With an arch look, scratching his head, and ;, 
looking me full in the face, he replied, " Practice 
makes perfect, Mr. Kelly ; I do it just to keep 
my self in voice;" and away he ran. 

From Cork we went, to perform a few nights at 
Waterford, and spent some very pleasant joyous 
days at Youghal, the seat of our worthy friend 
Mr. Robert Uniacke. His hospitable mansion was 
full of company; amongst whom were the -Mar- 
quis of Water&rd and family, and Mr. Newport 
the banker, now Sir John Newport. 

In the month of October, there was a grand 
musical festival at Norwich. Madame Mara was 
engaged there, and so was I, as principal tenor singen 
The first performance, was " The Messiah,? which I 
was to open on the Thursday morning. I was to 
qiiit: town on the Tuesday, but on Monday 
night I received an order not on any account 
to leave London; for Mr. Sheridan had. sent a 
peremptory message to have Richard Coeur de Lion 
performed ; and against his decree there was no 
appeal. John Palmer, the excellent comedian, 
was with me when I received the message ; he said 



Digitized by 



Google 



a$» uKumucKvom ow 

to me^ ^MjT rdtiedlnttiid, Bkiwd vffl te < 
eleven o'clock ; if you choose to hme a 
and ibiir horses at the door» you wffi get widi ette 
to Nonrkh by twelve, cm TfawsAiy, iir ioM Hk 
open ''the Messiah.''— Norwich is' the i^jA/A 
first cherished me, and where I ttiaipyiadn^MMed 
wilki^how I phould Uke to Mctompmj jm^^iM 
you would give me a seat in youri:haJife/' m 

I said it would make me very h^ppy to-harre Ae 
pleaaiire of his oompany. He tdd me im wwrpo^ 
liaetty aequainted with erery mu on the imd^ and 
WcnAi writo immediaftely tothojBe ^h^f0imiiinbr«l6 
liiange horses, to have relays pMjpandiifflr 1I4 
that we teight not meet with any dalay on4fae rouL 
I was much pleased with the promised'/arndgti^ 
m^nt, and wrote to M sMfcame Maraithot i ilBBidd ha 
lit Norwich on Thursday ititimev t^itubstfef^iiqr 
to sbcnr^ two beds at the Hotd where fahe was; 
one Bn* my friend Polmer, and one An* myse£ * 

Oii Wednesday evening, as Iwaa drann^ finr 
Richard, n^y friend Palmef came to tne^ witfejthe 
eonntenance of Joseph Surfkce, and <iighuig^)Baid, 
'^ My best of friends, this is the most awftilipiriad 
of my life ; I cannot leave tow& ; my bdoved-wift^ 
the partner of my sonrows and my joys, isi^jost 
eonfined." 

I said, under '^uch circumstances,' ^ of coursir I 
could npt expect him to leave Mrs. Palmer, but 
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I iio|isd tkeee wmdd be no mistake idKHit the 
faimef, whic^ were ovderad to be te^dy M ,tmii 
pmti be nt idbin^i wd dflib0ratel7 wtote cto^n 
the Dflhies of idl4]M^'|riUu^ whese he hud gi^^red 
tfafftn id be in iwdiiiaK^ 

'' AJBttitteleiFeiL0'<jl0ek» having omreljtiiken.offmy 
"SidMrd's dmti» I got into the oanii^; and acr 
eompanied by a Scotchman^ who was 1117 valet and 
lum*dte$ser, raltled off fiiU a^eed to £pping> whpre 
ipe^ufw^fttc^ttodiangei at the inn marked down ^j 
fny ejQodient friend; we knocked and bellowed fiw 
Mn • Pahner's homes ; at last outcame the ostler '^nr 
Mr. Palmer had no horses there ; he had not .sent 
ixkj oiders; nor did they even know wb« Mr* 
^ifaneD was* 

-I li^im^^ in the oourse of my life experienqed a 
gveater disappmntment; in shorty all the way 
down I' had to wait for hoirses» as Palmer had.n<A 
written to any one of the inns; however* the 
irdad was exceUent, and by paying the boys well» 
i got on at a capital pace without the smallest 
iuicident. It was market-day at Norwich» and 
asil drove in, the good folks stared and wondered 
, to see me» getting my hair dressed in the car** 
^eiage; however, I reached the church-door just as 
the overture to ^* the Messiah/' was on the point 
of commencing. I took my seat in the orchestra^ 
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q>ened the ** Oratorio," and never was. in betteif 
Toice, although naturally much fatigued. 

We had two more morning performances in the 
chiurch, and three evening performances in the 
grand assembly room. At the conclusion of the 
festival I returned to town, and when I charged 
Palmer with neglect and deception, he swore 
that he had ordered all the horses exactly as 
he had stated. I thought it of no use to be at 
variance with him, and pretended to believe him^ 
which of course prevented a quarrel, though his 
neglect might have been of the most serious con* 
sequence to. me ; and although the fact was, that 
Mrs. Palmer had not been confined at all. 

About two months afterwards he was engaged 
to go to> Reading, to act for a benefit, but he did 
not go ; and wrote to the poor actor, for whom be 
was to perform, that he could not leave town, , 
because Mrs. Palmer was just brought to bed ; 
his letter was read from the stage to the audience. 
When I heard of it, I congratulated him upon 
the possession of a partner, who increased his 
family every two months.. But Plausible Jack, aH 
his life, was blessed with inventive faculties. 

, I remember there was a new comedy to be per- 
formed at Drury Lane, the name of which I do not 
now remember, in which Palmer had the principal 
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part; it was very long, and the day before, at 
rehearsal, he diii not know a single line of it. 
Oti the day the play was to be acted, the boxes 
all engaged, and a crowded-hoose expected. Palmer 
sent word that he was taken dangerously ill, and 
that it would be at the risk of his life if he were 
to play that night. His letter was not sent to the 
theatre until three o'clock, when all was confusion, 
from the lateness of the hour at which the intel4 
ligence was received. Mr. Shleridan was at the 
box office, and I was with him, when Powell, the 
prompter, brought him the letter. When he had 
r^d it, be said to me,- — '' I'd lay my life this is a 
trick of Plausible Jack's, and that there is nothing 
the matter with him, except indeed not knowing a 
line of the part he has to act to-night. Let you 
and I call upon him, and I am sure we shall find : 
him as well as ever.** 

He lodged in Lisle Street, two doors from my. 
house. As we were passing by, Mrs. Crouch hap- 
pened to be at one of the windows, and beckoned 
Mr. Sheridan to walk in ; he did so, and I went 
oil to Palmer's ; and finding the street-door open, 
walked up-stairs, where I fofund him seated at 
table, with his family, in the middle of dinner, in 
seeming excellent health and spirits. I told him * 
to dear away the table, for- Mr. Sheridan would 
be there, in two minutes, to see him; "and," said 
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1, ^ he stream tlierfe m nothing the matter with 
jWp and that jtm have shainmed sick, <mly beoause 
jrou are not perfect i if he find lumself right in his 
aumkises, he will never fiit^ve you^ for putting off 
the play.'* 

'' Thanks^ a(iy htA, my dearest, vriued friend,** 
refdied Pdmer; " I'm sure you'll not betray me.** 
. I assured hitn I would not, and in a moment 
hie was in his bed-room, enveloped in his dressingu 
gown, with a large woollen night-cap on his head; 
arid a handkerchief tied under his jaw, stretched 
on a sofa. As Mr. Sheridan entered the room, he 
b^an groaning, as if in the most excrudatuig 
torture from the tooth->acfae. Nevto did he act 
a part better, on or off the stage. Mr. Sheridan 
was really taken in; advised him to have his 
tooth extracted, and then to study his part, and get 
perfect in the new play. We went aWay, and I 
kept his secret till the day of his death. 

It was about this time that the wdl-known 
Oievdier St. Geoi^ge wa^ in London, bnd with 
him Giemovick, the celebtated violiii player. 
Oiernovick, who wte a desperate duellist, qaaxw 
reilM with Shaw, the leadet- of the Drury Lane 
orchestra^ at an oratorio, aind challen^d him. I 
strove $Sl in triy power to mhke peace betWe^n 
them; Gfemovick could not speak a word ^ 
£ngli3b, and Shaw could not speak a word of 
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Freaeit. They bef^ agreed tlMk i sbwld be tin 
ni«d£i4«r bet#een> them; I tptanshlBd.'viMitlM^ 
aaii t9 each: otiiiet mest f»tbi&% ; >b4t nnfiwi^ 
tNpatidgr, StMrr^ i« neply t« oee «£ Criei*of»rii)a 
•cciisatioBff^ said, " Poh! pcfer . > 

■,_ff;S<9af«^BMVir: mi GcwrMvick. " whfti m 
the. foaaiiii^ oC dat. Fab ! poh?-^! wiM ttolkeM 
&if««d)ratUyoirfera«dp4eni%Po]k! p«At!" 

Jlj good! wishes te prodii«e, huemmj hetwciap 
theroi for soBMt tiaw- .w«t« firastea^e^, be^^iiPO: I 

pohr.»i«o. French carrltalial*; 3^h#frevefi<,i»t4^ 
9M«ei!dediQ wafcingi'theea \|ri^s,vhMii.. % iiilbi^ 
MeB«firaflttr«fy^hfdi£yQiii». : • ' ,1..!.; 

(iilt ^tifoe, li>r, W0r ilteM0^ Mr»« <Mro«cH*. .PoM^. 
^{ Hi^.C^WTJle^t liietnbie, <tha« Mit» PecMap^ 
1:4(1^; lH(t>b«th»wtladttB weneiaimAahle. T<eri4air 
]W«h«»*hT<»ethfthdght«f wy i*B9l»»i«^; If^ 
itU«,^hP. £«))«» i c<Miii4. iind 1^ nmng iw»a W 
grpater paifia. %9km with hka. M«-^ t4siley Mei> 
vufVB^ffX^ .B6«r«k iaod, Verooa; JT^iju, J^mtite. 
7i%t>7" 1 **ix g<i'^^ n^ ui^taiipiia (^ th^ae^, Bfo^ 
J^(»^s.; lj|«re iWm eim.i^ti ux It^skism fibe fillar 
Irahd 'Ii^ MfK^ettOi* and woc^f nun* ^^ 
Wi]4a& iKb0^ had; t^ik^d b<m the: t^atrntd pmir 
0iaiJ6R». aod iWft li»i«g ia L(n«ioQ. ;^wm>mi» 
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which was 
I's manage- 

at eccentric 

Keefe's muse, 

the best Eng- 

; lie had great 

ompetent musi- 

>:o were master- 

. flattering mark of 

ard, the celebrated 

-^id me the honour to 

' ^ ^mpton (as he told me) 

of my sainted sire," iu 

he sat in the Drury 

■*■' with his trumpet to his 

*>»rv deaf ; and after the opera 

ii?>on the stage to me, and was 

'«{» himself in high terms of appro- 

"I'^ss such a tribute from such a man 

in the extreme, 

■mning of June 1789, Doctor Arnold, 

fiistinguished talents I felt a great 

d upon me, to request, that I would 

n in r i"g Madame Mara, Signora 

rouch, with: several other 

down to Cannons, where 
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his going on the stage, he had been a painter, And 
had a secret for cleaning pictures, which produced 
him a good income. His Colonel Oldboy will 
never be forgotten, and his Macheath was ex* 
cellent. From his tuition I learnt much ; but my 
great support was the perfect recollection I had 
of Webster, who was certainly the best Macheath 
in the world. I acted the part a nuniber of nights, 
with by far the best acting Polly, and the best 
Lucy, I ever saw, or ever hope to see again. 

I had the good fortune on my benefit night 
to produce, for the first time, the musical en£er^ 
tainment of " No Song, no Supper." It will 
hardly be credited that this charming and popular 
'opera, which has been acted hundreds of nights, 
:was actually rejected by the Drury Lane mans^e- 
ment. Its author, my valued Mend, Prince 
Hoare, and Storace, the composer of its enchanting 
music, gave it me for my benefit ; the applause it 
received on that night, induced the managers to 
solicit it from the author and composer. 

All the music is beautiful, but the finale to the 
first aet is a most masterly composition ; the drama 
is full of comic situations, and the whole, in my 
opinion, exceDent. In the summer 1 wient to 
Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester, and Chester. 
The Italian Opera was performed at the Httle 
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theatre in the Haytnarket this year^ which was 
the first, of George ColmaQ the younger's manage* 
ment. 

On the 31st of October died that eccentric 
comedian, and great supporter of 0'Keefe*s muse, 
Edwin. I knew him well ; he was the best Eng- 
lish burletta singer I ever heard ; he had great 
rapidity of utterance, and was a competent musi* 
cian ; his Peeping Tom and Lingo were master- 
pieces. 

. I this season received a most flattering mark of 
attention from Mr. John Beard, the celebrated 
English teiior singer. He did me the honour to 
come from his house at Hampton (as he told me) 
to hear me sing "Spirit of my sainted sire," in 
"The Haunted Tower;" he sat in the Dniry 
'Lane orchestra box, with his trumpet to his 
ear, for he was very deaf ; and after the opera 
;was over, <;ame upon' the stage to me, and wa^ 
pleased to express himself in high terms of appro- 
bation; I confess such a tribute from such a man 
wras gratifying in the extreme. 

In the beginning of June 1789, Doctor Arnold, 
for whose distinguished talents I felt a great 
regard, called upon me, to request, that I would 
assist him in engaging Madame Mara, Signork 
Storace, and Mrs. Crouch, with: several other 
eminent singers, to go down to Cannons, where 
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ht had kindbr UBjipf^w ,^o coiyijjju^ 9f?r'I^«>^ 
torio^ or rather 9 aelectioi^ from HaxMler^^i^f^^ 
for the relief of the poor of Stanmorp. , Cai^if|ifs 
was formerly in the possession of the Duke i of 
Chandos, and the house in which Handel composed 
some of his finest music. This beantiful plaqe ^|fs 
purchased by Colonel OKellj^^ of turf celebrity^ wbo» 
at his death, le^ it to his n^phejw, Cdonrf /b'KpUj^ 
ft particular friend of mine. His father, (res^c^ 
with him at Canons, and was a good-natuved, 
well-meaning Irishman, with a fijpe Coiupiau^t 
brogpe, and a great crony c^ F^i^her Q'Leary's,.^ ^ 

Wh^ Mrs. Creech and mysej^ were at b^ak^^^ 
he called upon us^ and said to Jfxe, ^' i^ujsdij^^]^ 
jewel of a namesake, tell me what tunes ase we 
going to hear at church this momyig,?" . 

I shewed him the printed bill of the pef^jr||b- 
ance» part of which he read, and made liis 
comments on it. In act the first was to b^ ^^pg» 
'^ Lord, what is man ?** by Madame Mara. " Upgp 
my honour and conscience," said he, '* I am 
mightily mistaken if Madame Mara don't, ^tdr 
well know without asking.^' . ^ 

The next song announced, was " Total EcUi^'^ 
by Mr. Kelly. " That is right, my jewel," 9md 
the Colonel* ^* I like that now ; the more youy^id^ 
about Eclipse the better, for wasn't it Skdipse^^^jt 
bought Cannons ?" 
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This season, a singer, of the name of Bowden, 
tilade his appearance at Covent Grarden in " Robin 
Hood.'* I remember going to see his debut with 
Madame Mara, who had known him when he was 
in a tnercaiitile house at Manchester, and was very 
ititich ititerested in his success : he was received with 
gfeat applause, his voice was good, and he sang with 
taste. Johnstone played the part of Edwin, and their 
voices blended well together in the duet of, " How 
sweet in the woodlands.** Mrs. BiDington was tJhe 
Atigelica, looked beautifully, and sang the simple 
ballad, *^ I travelled India's barren sands,** like a 
tiiie Angelica. In the same box, with Madame 
Mara and myself, sat Charles Bannister, who had 
<)riginally acted the same part of Robin Hood; a 
person next to him, who was vehemently applaud* 
itig Bowden, had the bad taste to say to Bannister 
(purposely, I suppose, to mortify him), " Aye, aye. 
Sir, Bowden is the true Robin Hood, the only 
Robin Hood ;** oii which Bannister replied, " Sir, 
he may be Robin Hood this year, but next season 
lie will be robbing Harris.** This jeu (tesprif 
produced some merriment. 

Iti August 1790, Mr. and Mrs, Crouch, niyself, 
and a very old friend of Mrs. Crouch, a. Mr. 
M^Donneil^ proposed to spend some time at 
"Margate, and thence to go to Paris : Mrs. Bil- 
Ifli^OQ was at Ramsgate at the same time^ In 

TOL. I. z 
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the churchyard of St. Peter's, are interr^ the 
remains of that excellent scholar and actor, Mr. 
Thon»as Sheridan, who died at Margate; his so?, 
Jlichard Brinsley Sheridan, followed him to the 
grave, and during his illness paid him the most 
affectionate and dutiful attention, as I can testify. 

The recoDection of this place is indelibly stamped 
upon my -mind by « circumstance which deeply 
interested us all at the time. A poor girl, an in- 
habitant of it, by an accident, was deprived of the 
use of her limbs, and reduced to the greatest dis" 
tress. Mr. Phillips, the father of Mrs. Crouch, 
then lived at St. Peter's, and took great pains to 
forward a subscription for the poor sufferer, and 
drew up a petition to the inhabitants and visitors.; 
the Honourable Wellesley Pole (now Lord Mary- 
borough) and his lady; the Honourable Mr. 
ViUiers and his lady (Mrs. Pole's sister), were then 
at Margate, highly esteemed for their kindness 
and philanthropy ; and with their usual goodness, 
they undertook to promote -the subscription ; and 
90t only made a liberal donation themselves, but 
in the public library one evening, when the room 
was crowded with visitcwrs, they went round to 
every individual to request their charity for the 
poor girl, .and collected an unexpected sum of 
money. 
, Mrs. Crouch and I were {M^esent ; and when it 
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came to our turn to bestow our mite, I said to 
Mrs. Crouch, that I thought our best donation 
would be to play a night at the theatre for the 
girFs benefit ; and as neither of us had ever been 
seen on the stage at Margate, and the place was 
very'fuD,*! hoped we should bring her a good 
receipt. Mrs. Crouch most cheerfully acquiesced, 
and the night appointed by the manager was the 
Saturday week : in the course of the next day, 
the performance was announced, " The Beggar's 
Opera,** Mrs. Crouch, Polly ; myself, Macheath : 
every place in the house was taken, and the whde 
pit, one row excepted, railed into the boxes. 

Two days afterwards, looking out of my win- 
dow, who should^ I see, but my old friend and 
countryman. Jack Johnstone, who told me he 
had just retu)pned from the Federation at Paris. 
I mentioned to him that the day after the girl's 
benefit my party and myself were going there; 
** Egad,** said he, ** I should like to make one of 
your party, and go with you." 

I said, ** I should be delighted with your com- 
pany ; but you tell me, that you are only this day 
returned from Paris.*' 

" That," said he, " makes no difference ; I shaE 
be ready to accompany you at an hour's warning ; 
and,** added he, " if you think that my playing 
Mat-o*-the*Mint, for, the poor girl, will be of any 
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lueor'fiteeiigtfeAo the p«9rf9nw(>f% joft jway, jjpK^j ^i 
mdnd my^ervuffs.'' i . id/, , ,. m . . c douq^ 

T*e ofl&» ;«r«a rowb Uhwi4.«!^fcin4;>fr'^r^l»P. 1 
high sank he • hM m . hm prQfeffiepirfW!a4ft it)^,, 
condestettaitfB in jhim «o pJw sm*;^ AWMJc^t^ i 
racten He ia^oduo^ a soi^fp tik#> til^ieYps'« ^^Mu 
at /IhQ tablev which ,be wng adioniM^al^i^ .^i^/ 
moat loudly «pi*«id«d*--a. jvffcifj^lS^pteH^ft his^,, 
takate end good .nature ; iadendi; th^ w^e of .^,^ 
peBfitraiftBeeKgave wtififectipn^toi^ii gfq^^ig^jgBT 
av^^nce^l^iemr fiUedAftt|e«ti». >jri«;.r^Bafi^(fl|,l 
the^imiacg and natlyi Ubtnd i$ar«0iit4 «v^ ^tp j^fl^ 
poav g^I,lwere»liiy*eB. patnmcased w^fAf^l i^ )fffll» 
aiiiMi&tyi:iiiaiithipsQduo(il hertatilqM|;ja,.^(ip«|^£^ 
sohfliiEtoice fdrithe^teiDaiiid^riJ^fih^rom^. zl ib ni nov^ 

Whikp «ti (Margate vAfo»a^J4i»4 C5«lfhf»fffl4l 
myself, were stayjngmt thie fl^feeJiiJkep^ feMii,gi%Ht 
whose tnannets were as free ajid m^y a% MW^I if^i* 
iiifii«ith«^*^HerWM pMverbial.f^whidnoptvchf^qqvr 
a*d> k perfect dnaatec of the.a?t oK m9^k9^ Ji^\)lh. 
bitt.> ' /<k» day, Jahnstoos^ 4i^ witfi .fl%f /pi^Mfl 
drank <Mt uasoAqfimtxsmt^wh^b^lmthq^^ 
of thdevifiiaig^Qiir bashf^host^inhoyrflnis^^^pt^^^ 
good >qualbaea^ was' a nfil«»u%,|^l^ei^ .^suffieJ, 
upoil tis»5otoe iHnto Cb«mp»gpeHi5f^c^,Jjf|i\g^cj^ 
wltfogiveirfurtipiniQ©»ja6l iMjf.^P<^<J9fl|Jfe^9ii 
stdiie^ who nev»t/was tio. e^wiy^.to^he, Ji¥§^9$ t^ 
geape, took s«cbi»>pipustdrHugh(tftiof thftJflW^UBg 
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beV^ra^e, tfiat^^lis»^5ffe§^|fe^aii to twinktej erisd his 
speech became somewhat of the thickest )4*-4ny^ 
horifest'hosii'^feA^^tcfeitiri^ this^ thinking, I mp- 
pdsej trf'^ittnuye'l!ito,'feirt»ed cmr rocftn <with t^' 
ha&^a!itarti6ik 'taLtHtf" ^d" dice,' and asked John^ 
stotilS if'h^'\Vk)uld like to pflay^'a game. John- 
stotoe, kl'thsLrkitm,^^aj&^ considered Ibnd of plby,^ 
of ^^Whifch " Wrttfmitance mine • host wasr 'perfectly^ 
a^^el" Mr C^6uth atkl I earnestly: bntreated^ 
Jti^ W jg6 'to bed; but we could n«t -piwwuirttpl)©. 
hith ^to' do so ; ' he whispered » liid, saying, "^^ Y6» » 
shfiiU si^e how I wiU ^rre the feUow for faisaiiit)!!*': 
d^c^r'«nd1d it1*ey wenfc-^The ^ewd JcC; the- 
bt^in^i^-'Wa5,thftt before they parted^ Johvfttime 
won nearly tWo' hundred pounds, a^ndl i-etdtedrlo 
b^aMeligt»'«^ Bthoeiag tb^'bitev bitiat wast#Ubt 
.tH«fG(fcB^ysdiHl<)\tl4e*fefrt8Mflgiiir- v.o// il'j> y 
^Oh^tMeif it^toing^ hrn post cooehand ibiiiv 
My.<Mfd^Mtfsi €^bilch^ >Mr. M^Dimiefii Johtetomet/ 
and'^I, :#My^<^ for Dovdr, and went to^the Ydrb 
H(Jt^,%heiteA^e were (detaiinied fey contrairjrHvinds 
utfffl'>lhe^TUesday> morning fbUowkig. » WeArMt 
a'^^^'liltfdSttnt ifellow 4hete, ^ MeoAi^ Johri^ 
^3rt'(^, d €Hj[)tttinf''B^k^lk^, «rho had tote .^eQM4 
ife^S^M'nttled Bitk ^England, ^ ii fhe duel -whidi 
he "fiAi^t al Opanfbrd Bridge, with Mr. NoHes, 
fh^ breKr^i^; of Kitlgstott, and in which Mr. Nollea 
was tinhickily shot. Hie Captain was an Irish*- 
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man/ with a strong vernacular twai^, a pow- 
erfiil man, and remarkably tall; he had a man- 
servant not quite nine years old, and very short 
for his age. He was dressed cap-a-pie like a 
hori^e'jobkc^y : — nothing could be more diverting 
that! to see the huge master and diminutive servant 
tc^ther, going along the beach to the boat, to get 
aboard the packet ; — the master took long Bobadil^ 
like strides, and Tom was ordered to walk behind 
him ; every two minutes Master would stop, and 
cry out,— " Tom, are you after me?" — Tom an-- 
swered,— " Yes, Captain." The Captain, turning 
to me, vociferating,—^" By the pipe of Leinster, Sir, 
he is the first man-servant in Europe," — ^went on 
a few steps further, then repeated, — " Tom, are you 
aft6r me?"— " Yes, Sir."—" He is the first rider 
and shaver on the face of the known universal 
world."— ^Iii short, the Captain thought that his 
(roliath was the first of all valets. It was such 
a truly laughaUe &cene, that when I returned 
firom France, and told Jack Bannister of it, it 
tickled his fancy so much, that many and many 
an evening, to please Lord Derby, Miss Farren, 
&c. &c., in the Green Room^ did we enact it-^ 
Bannister, on hb knees, representing Goliath ; and 
myself, his master ; Bannister, with a great vein of 
comic humour, made the dialc^e truly amusing 
as, indeed, he did every imitation whidh he g^ve* 
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At Calais, we went to Dessein's, made an 
excellent dinner, and passed the night there. We 
took our route the next morning for Lisle; 
and got to dinner at St. Omer. At the hotel 
where we dined, the landlady told us that Ma- 
dame la grande actrice Anglaise Siddons^ had 
just dined, and quitted the house not more than 
a quarter of an hour before our arrival. I 
asked, the landlady what she thought of Mrs. 
Siddons? — She said, she "thought her a fine 
woman, and thought she made it her study to 
appear like a French woman ; but," added the 
landlady, " she has yet much to learn before she 
arrives at the dignity and grace of olie." After 
this speech I could find nothing palatable in her 
house. 

We slept at Mount Cassel, and took the route 
to Lisle, through Belleisle,— a ]pretty country 
all the way. I was much pleased with Lisle. 
At this period, part of the Irish brigade was 
quartered there, among whotn were two worthy . 
Irishmen, and distinguished oflSicers, a Colonel 
McCarthy, and Major Doran, who took us to view 
the whole of the fortifications, &c. There I saw Sii* 
Watkin Lewes, of whom it was jocularly said, that 
he possessed ^o much military ardour, that he 
always slept in. his boots. The Chevalier St. George 
occupied ap^ments in the same Hotel with us, 
and favoured us with some solos on the violin, of 
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bi^ 0W9 ponqidsiti^p ;. be f«rf^y possessed ind^^ 
skiU pn th^t ijpstrum$^ ,, IljC^i^ „Ch.^^aUpr ^ . 
Geoqse, of wbom ,J„}^p ,j^lp9|^y ^B9*f?flt 1F?P.f»>,f 

e^H^P*. fflMes,ti7ftn.: he Vd, fpipj^^d, j| ^jge^, ,^ 
deel,of music, ao4 i^as esteeiped, ^,y^ i^^\l\^^^^ 
playeiu. When.he. canae to Lopdpn w,itjl^ fSjj^ipppj, , 
vickj.th^f attempted, to cany on cQi7i|c:^}rt^,b^.^^,j , 

o%?r?f.. i^e,^ ?lWfPtiPfe . ^ ,>|e » .¥^«*i, *d,^8j>|i/r 

wa^ .lyo^/dei to witness tihe tffal, of, s|9||{; ift^f^,,, 
on^.iftR^pipate^ «»ali at..,Ge9iTgp,.,i«r9^^,^,,tteB,4 
vi«tf?fRiJ^Mf^ the ;revg:s^ r was tbp, ,i»^ftnrG9^1^ .- 
WQj},fhe_^. ,., . „,. iii >.-;;•, ,U j-jd'jrf J gBwoH 
I^r^memberJ)9ing 5pr«sw|;^,f^4, m^Jj, .^joi^ti^^; » 
as St.^ Gpo^^e. and I w^r^ .ffltiflj^t^. friefld^. |^„^ 
howre|rpr,.^waiS supposed , aftgf^a^r^, i\WbH Wljia 
minted I^mself t9, Jjp y^i^ui^^ % ^ ?9°#<5Kl,L 
tion 9f a l?rge sum of ^mopg;,;.,.an^, )f]kej%i,, 
apo;he^a^y ¥? ..^Vwep.^ind^/ulipt^, '.'.^^jpypjf^^,,. 
andj;^ot \)is, ynH, f^oj^eepjed.", , ppqr ^Vt!fi?fi^iv 
pr(\ved the.old, adage,, that . ^,,., , ,, , . ,„ ,,, . „,, 

• " He, whom die dread of MtantenBaar««4' -ur . 
With baseness acts, with meanncis bears." 
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ft 

■ftere "w^as an'excdlifait compatiy of French 
ac^5rs ^'die't'iieatit at ilSifei to Vhich we went 
Ixfttfdife iflgli^Wtakn^<i'"^ere:' ^ 

^m Mda^'P;'fenlfetyii8 'day fbt- t^dling. as 
M?? ^^datf i^kl t!6 sa^); in a' posf coach and 
foiro y;dr»tf'DoiiHy: ftad'tib^e iwihnitted, I' 
shSfte 'hkV^ M6d' i6 'Sl6p dt'tlie fetter' place, aiid 
visftf^4%ite^e'; rtaVltt"a feefingof atfection fdr 
thsrf%i^<#l^i3rtiibg'; inasmuch ak'a' hatt brother 
of^ASift^ife' *riie' the^ to"by edbfc^tfed'fbr the 
R(jg^'eathlffi6 pri«^6od,'is' well' as rii'y Mends 
Mfefts/^'>oHli»"4fld 'GhaAks >Kdtiftle,''ii*o Studfea 
thl)^."'» My^Bitfefl^t • f6e6d, Jc^ K^Aible, A^ is 
geiMl^ S^wW, #ys' initeBdecl'fbr a ^fiest,^.fnit' 
M^pken^'^ai^^ HiUi ds h^t'dkrllng sdii^'ind 
snjJ^Fai •lliy*'ffbnl'=1t"He"hblf blrarch, ^h'er6, pef- 
haM^hg^^Hf lia^^'b6fcWe ak '^ooft^a Cafdhial, 
in m^f,^tsii&'^&0ap a' Fop^) as biitH^'itage. 
He was the best theatrical one I ever ^W ;— hi^ 
CdJ^M'Wolk^^Hii Haiiy'VIIIi; was' a'master- 
]pidl. i^d^^ hieai-d'-Hlm ioften kf, tlat he wa's 
mu^ M^left •i6¥' W-^'pemMcaiioii 'of ' tfcat 
cha^fe^y ftis ^6Si:tM'of Ui^ge's. Of W 
thS^t^HL '•phtsusi^&;"ttoiix Having itVed for a 
nu^iby-'dSiye^ in Wbits'^the ytr^test intimacy 
witfi^Bii? ttfat ffoni his' intaitec'tual'fehdowments, 
the extent of his mind, ar{d"ihd ^perseverance of 
his nature, that to whatever profession he had 
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turned his thoughts, he would havebeenanpleiidid 
dmament to it. Frmn those who could appreciate 
his talents better than myself, he was held bi the 
Iiighesi estimation. 

We, however, were unable to stay at Douay, 
and jogged merrily towards Cambray, armed, 
not with pistols, but with bottles of sparkling 
Champagne, in the pockets of our carriage, and 
we drank the health of the inhabitants of every 
ch&teau which we passed ; Johnstone and myself 
singing all the way, and repeating, while we 
quaffed, the translation of Dr. Aldridge's Latiii 
epigram of Causae! Bibendi. 

" If on my theme I rightly think. 

There are five reasons why men should drink ; 
Good wine — a friend— or being dry, 
Or, lest one should be \?y and by, 
Or— —any other reascnl why." 

We got to Cambray, visited the cathedral ; d 
fine structure, and then pushed on to ChantiHy— 
a ihost enchanting spot; the avenued lure finely 
laid out. In going through one of them, Johfi-^ 
stone was delighted to see the partridges Walking 
about, as if conscious of their security. As we 
got to Chantilly early in the evening, we went to 
view the stables, the pride of thePrince deCondej 
our conductor told us he had been brought up in 
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the Prince's stables^ firom a child. — *^ But," said 
he^ — *^ tlianks to our good citizens, he is no^ 
mofe a greater persoadge than myself, parbleu, / 
am now his equal." The triumphant air of satis- 
faction which the scoundrel displayed in his 
republican countenance, when reciting the down-* 
£Edl of his great, good, and unhappy master, 
actually filled u^ with horror ; it seemed the ne 
plus ultra of baseness, villainy, and ingratitude. 
. In the morning, we set off for Paris^ where we 
had superb apartments taken for us in the Ru^ 
Neuve St. Marc. We hired two French valets 
de place, one called Giuseppe, and the other, 
Louis ; both, though very communicative, were 
very respectful Louis wias a strong revolutionist^ 
which I discovered in the following way : — The 
third day after our arrival in Paris, we dined at 
the Palais Royal ; — I told Louis to bring me my 
great coat at ten o'clock to the Theatre Montensierj 
he said he woiild be there punctually. After 
dinner, previous to going to the theatre, the ladies^ 
with Johnstone and myself, were sauntering about 
the Palais Royal, and saw, opposite to the Caf^ 
de Foi, a great crowd, listening attentively to an 
orator who wa's haranguing them: We mingled 
with the rest, to listen, and heard the orator 
uttering the most revolutionary language, in 
Extremely well-turned periods, and with great 
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strong a likeness as beeiili'«le«ieh^ibi<Stmifniidi300i| 
valet ad^lac^; I/6ui^'?<*f (<6t£(yssM llhe¥iMaibbuJS(e ; 
hWevef; -(^r* jiid^^d'bH', aid' W^n^^B^^tfWjr.^wD 
' 'On leiaVilig'tri^'theat'i^e a.t"im^(^, ^aeafcliiia 
Loi^i^at th«' tr6ot' Wtifti^^^ «^,<iMdirii«d ^^Mt 
edits. '•'Wha^'hte' #&« ymem^'mP r^ iWtxs^p^ 
I tiittied to' hifel, Attt^ sAia;-!-** 'W'«Be •l^Ms'Jle^ 
this et^niii^r \^. Al?artP' 3i"y6i}{fi«^i*e!|ift^<ncbt 

diffei^lit^ foloii^'tb ytoii^f ^UId>lii\#s««)^iiPiMfi[ 
liera y6t!.'rkiE"'-ii^'"SSr,"'iaid He;' ''^tt W»(il*lia« 
SA^6rh^glftiy, itMnd^'ih%j'tBt}Q^»tf-iHlilt^ill«MR 
«tom iMf which T 'ifo^iteAi'* TcWittgW 4lF ]Mm 
if <jajiie% yii^'tb"ehb the4t#e:'t_i»<llrid4»ainK«iiapft 
with surprise, " why, I e^gieigtd'i*;^(^«j^s|||]^rfvyiii 

ti^ant ^e''uB'(Sl"e«ii'(/d<Kk,''aifa't9[«l|>a@^e^k«^ 
#iih';f{)ur ^ffeAt''fcbat^i'6tid"tfei*a P'^Was^ti) life 
]niibd1t!e'; th tif^ iiitendi, Sii^ I'<k$tt^A^¥)^aiiyt{{Mg(> 
wk^ Wf' bv<ri;'suid rthfadftf'whttt tiMfe'ttfifTHhO!^ 
prbpterf.'* " *^ ■ "■ -i' ■' ''ri 1. jiiv' ,iJ lugiKnoM 

' AB'Wungis iferisi^Ma' iiioli^M it^^rUiiitlfo 
sky fiiat tie wd^'iii tKd'ri^^'yd! ^rtciE^iiOmfe 
time he #asf'iri bur's^ftt, he pito^^JwksafCto 
most" attentive sertaiit; sind, stethg* tb'Sa^^idt 
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every T^9i»r«(ptlPf,^«^iBgis apdi AKefjt ^y^erjr, , night 
fehtf«egqf j*ftlt>^?%liyps.v The.^jr^^ fiigl^t,|jfp,yfent 

the^Jt%Mitfteii9i5^iTe..tHWe<^/»hfir,,f^ fH^i^pcp 
iifimgigljra^teWJgi^ti^qir '^j^fek ^sp^si^i?, ^d, wj}|^ 
p»^g>ttloi*e anpliiwp, ^gBn0em?ftfn Jj^p^^ j^i^h 

JlQK,fipmjfl^ilJntheJoinM?jfl?i,o^ftni^<}|t7^ 

:ftte94f.otWw%JeiJHftnWiify,.,Yigwq!iA,.,I^ye(i^ 
^f-<^c«„^hq ga^4 u^,f,Yeigrj;Mtepti<w. ,W^ i^^ 

Monsieur La Rive, at His house (or rather pa^ce) 
tmiMifl^WWj^M^' b#i?i^ o£,^ying>as 

#«i«*te(tteo,^. 3r^ s^f .p^t,$P ^4m>:.^d when I 
titflke^to,^ bj^leijedtq f(pj o^t)ie, exquisite dishes. 
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he would say, " Pray, do not eat of it, there's 
something cpming which I am sure will please 
you better than any dish now on the table." This 
something at last appeared, in the shape of a small 
piece of half roasted beef, not warmed through. 
The good Monsieur and ^Madame La Rive were 
astonished to see that we did not touch it, as it 
was prepared purposely for us, by way of a bonne 
bouche. His wines were excellent, but the treat 
he gave us after dinner was delightful. This 
great tragedian played all kindi^ of tricks to amuse 
us. We adjourned from his dinner-parlour to his 
spacious library, which opened into a beautiful 
garden, crowded with orange' and lemon trees, 
&c. &c. : in different parts of the library, hung 
various crowns of laurel with which he had 
been presented in the different theatres of France, 
where he had performed, accompanied by copies 
of verses, eulogizing his wonderful talents. He 
acted a scene of Romeo and Juliet, by Ducie ; 
it was a scene where Montague (which seems to 
be a great character in their play) vows vengeance 
•and hatred to Capulet. 

Never shall I forget his recitation ; —it was the 
very essence of the histrionic art. Johnstone, Mrs. 
Crouch, and myself, had not words to express our 
admiration. In his library, he had a print of Mrs. 
'Siddons, tis the Tragic Muse, from^ the, picture by 
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Sir Joshua. He lamented that he had not the 
gratification to be known to ha* personalty, but 
begged of me to say to her, that if she would 
honour him by visiting him in Paris, he would, 
for the sole purpose of having her an inmate in 
his house, go to Calais and meet her ; and added, 
that it would be a proud day for him to embrace 
so great a genius. He made me a present of a 
fine print of Le Kain, the great tragedian, his 
predecessor at the Theatre Fran9ais, which, on 
my return to London, I gave John Kemble. I 
had the satisfaction of seeing La Rive in several 
of his best parts ; — one, in particular, I admired, 
of his Guillaume Tell. His manner of shooting 
at the apple, and the strong contrast of passions 
which he exhibited, were masterly, and called 
down thundering plaudits from his delighted audi-- 
tory. 

One morning, Johnstone and I, walking in the 
Palais Royal, met with the well-known Richard 
England, whose name occurs before in these pages ; 
be, was an old acquaintance of Johnstone's, and wafif 
living in Paris, keeping a Pharo Bank, in con- 
junction with the celebrated Lady Worsley, which 
was frequented by the beau moode of Paris. 
He gave us a sumptuous dinner, and, at his 
table, for the fiirst time, I met the notorious Dr. 
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Jackson, better known by the name of Yiper 
Jackson. It was said tbat he broke Footers heart 
by the letters he wrote against him in defence of 
the Duchess of Kingston. I found him a well^ 
informed, pleasant man, full of anecdote, particu* 
larly about theatrical people. He was the great 
friend and adviser of John Palmer, when he had 
the Royalty Theatre. He was considered a great 
republican, and a great rebel. I confess I thought 
bim, from his conversation, a dangerous man, and 
was fully on my. guard before him ; he put me 
very much in mind of the advice of my long-tailed 
patron at Venice, that a silent toi^ue maketh a. 
wise head. 

I went more than once to the National Assem- 
bly ; Mrs. Crouch and Johnstone were present at 
a great debate there, when Mirabeau defended 
his brother, who was at Berlin, with great foFce 
and eloquence, from charges brought against 
him. 

, The time, however, was fast approaching^ at 
which we were to quit Paris ; for, before I left 
London, Le Texier, the French reciter, had trims- 
lated Gretry's opera of La Caravane into English. 
Mr. Linley had. adapted the original French music 
to English poetry, and it was to be produced, at 
the opening of Drury Lane.-T-As Mrs. Crouch and 
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royself had principal parts in it, I was very anxious 
to see it performed on the G^and Opera at Paris, 
and to make observations how they got it up, I 
mentioned my wish to Monsieur Gardel, and lie 
was so polite (though another piece was announced 
to be performed) to have "The Caravan" per- 
formed for the purpose of gratifying our ciiriositj. 
We saw it finely acted, and the decorations and 
scenery were of the most splendid description; 
we saw also the opera of •* Blue Beard." " Racule 
Barbe Bleue," is the French title of it : the fine 
bass singer, Chenard, was famous in " Barbe Bleue;" 
and Madame Dugazzon, in Fatima, and Ma- 
demoiselle Cretue, in Irene, were both excellent : 
the music, by Gretry, was very good; but so dif- 
ferent are the tastes of a French and English 
audience, that when I produced my " Blue Beard" 
at Drury Lane, I did not introduce a single bar 
from Gretry. Mrs. C. was struck with the subject, 
and wrote down the programme of the drama, 
with a view to get it dramatized for Drury Lane ; 
Johnstone got the music copied to bring to Mr. 
Harris, at Covent Garden, and it was got up at 
that theatre as a pantomime, I believe by Delpini ; 
I never saw it in that shape, but have heard that 
it was not successful. 

After bidding adieu to all our kind friends, 
after a sojourn of six weeks, we left Paris, which 
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I quitted with great regret, as I found it all gaiet j 
and pleasure, and rerj different to Bousaeau's 
description of it : — 

Ohy Paris ! ville pleine de brouillard, 
Et couverte de boue, 
Ou les bonunes connoissent pas llionneiir, 
Ni les femmes la vertu. 

We made the best of our way md Amiens, Abbeville, 
Montreuil, and got safe to Boulogne, where we were 
detained four days by contrary winds ; at length we 
got away, — ^had a passage of four hours, and arrived 
at the York Hotel, at Dover; not displeased to 
find ourselves once more in this free and happy 
country, with good old English fare brfore us. 




END OF VOL. I. 



LONDON : PBINTRD BY T. BRETTBLL, RVPERT 8TRKBT, HATMARKET. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



* 4 



Digitized by 



Google 



^-'jur 



Digitized by 



Google 







i 


^^;,./ 


-.^;^lv\ 


•■^ 


; f . / 


0^4 % \\ 


\ 



.f-t 



-'/•-.'^ 






-< yjri(-*i 



^^ ^ 





•V- 



^i" 











